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were ſomewhat at a Loſs to .nnderſtand fally their 
| own Doctrine, and when theſe Things of which they 
preacht and prophecied ſhould be accompliſht; 
and therefore they enquir'd and ſerch'd diligently 
 _ Vito this Matter, that they might obtain Satil- 
faction in ſo grcgt and deſirable a Truth, as the 
Doctrine of Redeeming Grace is, of which they 
were Miniſters of the Spirit, which by them 
reſtify'd afore-hand the Sufferinss of Chriſt, and the 
Glory that ſnould follow, 1 Pet. 1. 10, 11, 12. 
Now if we obſerve, the Matter ſtood thus with 
them, that as they came nearer the Goſpel 
Times, and the coming of the Meſſiah, they had, 
as has been ſaid, more clear and diſtin& Views 
of Chriſt, and the glory of the Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation, and ſo we have the Evangelical Prophets, 
David, Iſziah, amd. after them Zechariah, giving 
Flear Achunts of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
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in f many particular - Circumſtances relating 111 
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or im, as if they had writ a Hiſtory oh, wrt bad 
del lready been Tranſacted, and ſo in P/al. 22. 


bo 6, 17, 18. They: pierced my Hands and my Feet, 
les y parted my Garments among them, and Caſt 


et ape my Veſture, Iſa. 53. the Chapter 
er hroughout, gives ſuch a lively and clear Ac- 
he ount of Chriſt and his Suſferings, as if the Pro- 
ez het had liv'd in the Apoſtles Days, and had 
ecorded what had already been paſt, and Ze- 
huriah 9. 9. Thy King cometh riding upon an Aſs, 
a upon a Colt the Fole of an Aſs, Chap. 13. 7. 
late, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſt 
be Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; 
mite the Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcatter d, 
hich was punctually fulfilled when the Sword of 
Divine juſtice, was ſheatheu in the Bowels of 
hriſt, and his Diſciples forſook him and fled :. 
But when John the Baptiſt comes, who was Chriſt's 
immediate Fore-runner, he has greater and clearer 
Diſcoveries of theſe Things than any of the Pro- 
pbets before him, inaſmuch as Chriſt gives this 
reſtimony of him, that he was not only a Pro- 
{MWphet, but more than a Prophet, and that there 
e 

| 


had not been Born of Women a greater than he, 
Mat. 11. 9, 10, 11. and John F. 35. he calls fim 


a Burning and Shining Light; but now when 
Chriſt himſeif comes, he goes a great deal further 
than any of the Prophets, or. John his Harbinger 
could do: For he himſelf was not only the Sub- 
ſtance of What the dark Types under the Law 
had ſhadowed our, - but alſo is the Subſtance of 
the Goſpel, and therefore well kae the Delign of 
it, and the Myſtery of Grace therein coptain'd, 
and yet he was alſo pleas'd to preach the Goſpel 
in Parables, and frequently taught by ſuch Means, 
33 kem!'d very Myherjous to his Auditpry 3 and 
l 2 | 
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therefore we have the Diſciples coming to him 
© here in Nπ Chapter where the Text — and 
propound their Query to him why he taught by 
Parables, v. to- and he gives them this Reſolu- 
tion of their Enquiry, Verſe '11. Becauſe it i 
given unto you to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, hut to them it is not given: As much 
as if he had ſaid, you wonder why I ſhould take 
this Way with the Multitude, to teach em by 
| Parables, and you-think it were a far more prob. 
able Way to make them underſtand my Doct. 
rine if it were deliver'd plainly, and without a 
Parable; but there is a further deſign in it, then 
what at preſent you underſtand, and Pl! tell you 
what it is, it is this, that divine Grace and 
Goodneſs might manifeſt it ſelf to its Objects, 
that they may underſtand the great Truths of 
the Goſpel, thoꝰ conch'd in a Parable for to them 
it is given, and alſo, that others might not under. 
ſtand the fame Things, but hearing, ſhould not 
hear, and ſeeing, ſhould not ſee, and be converted 
and healed, v. 15. Hence by the Way we may 

obſerve, | 

1. That to know the Myſteries of divine Grace 
is the Gift of God. 2. That the Means of Grace ma 
are often ſent to a People, and yet many among the 
them may not underſtand the End, Errand and I. 
great Deſign thereof. All may ſeem to them a 
Myſtery and a Riddle, and the glorious defign of ke 
Grace lye vajld in a Parable, couch'd.in a Lan- he 
guage, tho? plain and eaſy, to the ſpiritual and 
enlighten'd Underſtanding, yet to them unin- 
telligible, ſo that they are ready to ſay with 
MWichogemm, How can theſe things be Or, as the 
Atheni ant to Paul, Act, 17. 20. 7 hou bringe/? 
range Things to our Ears, and ſeemeft to be « 
ferug forth, of Strange Bad.; and all this was 
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or his preaching Chriſt Jeſus and the Reſurrectioan, 
which was a wonderful ftrange Thing tes them, 
ind ſich a Doctrine as they cou'd by no Means 
ake in, except-a' very few to whom God by 
is Spirit had revealed theſe Myſteries, and 
rought effectually on them, called certain Men 
phich believed, v. 34. and on this Account it 
vas, that we find our Lord Jeſus thanking his 
avenly Father in that awful Text recorded by 
he Evangeliſt, Matthew, Chap. 11. verſe 25, 26, 
thank thee, O heavenly Father, Lord of heaven and 
rth, for that thou haſt hid theſe Things from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes; 
even, fo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. 
Our bleſſed Lord Jeſus takes this Method in this 
Chapter, where the Text ly es, to teach by Para- 
bles, and he likens the Kinghom of Heaven to a 
Sower, to a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, to Leven, to 
Treaſure hid in a Field, and here, to a Merchant- 
Man ſeeking goodly Pearls. | | 
The Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is of divers Acceptations in Scripture, 
as, | 8 
1. The Kingdom of his Power, whereby he 
made all Things in Heaven and Earth, and is 
therefore the rightful King and Sovereign over all, 
Pſal. 103. 22. | 
2. The Kingdom of his Proyidence, whereby 
he governs and rules all Things that he has made; 
he rules good Things, and over-rules bad Things 
for his own Glory, and for the good of his Church 
and People, and ſo his Dominion is ſaid to be over 
all, Pſal. . og 
3. The Kingdom of his Grace, whereby. he 
diſpences ſpecial Favours, and manifeſts his Kind- 
neſs in all the Out-flowings of his Loye and Grace, 
to the Objects thereof, and to them be. , a King 
| | pf - 
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Rule them, and to Protect them, and to gin 
Whole Laws to them, and they own him a 
their King, by giving Obedience to his Statutes, 
and adoring'the Riches of his Redeeming, Grace, 
not only here, but this will be their Buſineſs inf 
their exalted State for ever, Rev. F. 12, 13. 

- 4+ The Kingdom of his Glory, either in Re. a 
ſpect of that Kingdom which Chriſt ſhall have, in 
which his Saints ſhall ſhare with him, and is com- 
prehended in the glorious State of the Church, ton 
commence in the laſt Days, to which many Pro. hc 
phecies and Promiſes refer, as Ja 2. 2, 3, 4. Dan In. 
7. 27. Mat. 6. 10. Rev. 11. 13. or elſe in Reſpeti 
of that Kingdom of Glory in Heaven, to which 
the meaneſt Believer has a good Title, 1 Per. 1. 4. 
Luke 12. 32. 1 John 3. 2. 
It is the third of theſe that I take to be intended 
in the Words of my Text, the Kingdom of his 
Grace, or the Way and Method of Divine Good- 
neſs and Mercy proceeding with Sinners, in God's 
ö bringing *em over to himſelf; and not only put. 
ting them upon Enquiry after, but alſo making 
them willing to accept of Chriſt Jeſus as a Medi- 
ator, and their Mediator and Redeemer, as pro- 
poſ'd in the Goſpel. 
' Azain, The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a 
Merchant-Man, ſeeking goodly Pearls, &c. 
ln the Words, we have divers Things wot thy our 
Confideration : As firſt, from the Term ap4in, we 
may Note, That it pleaſes divine Grace often to inculcate 
thoſe Things which are of greateſt Moment and Concern : 
Again, The Kingdom of Heaven, &. after he 


had preach'd this Kingdom under divers Parables Igo 
before, he ſtil] perſiſts on the ſame Subject: Again, Wme 
the Kingdom of Heaven, &c. and ſo we have ma- Sir 

the 


ny Agains in this Chapter, which may teach us 
theſe Two Things. 
* 1. How 
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1. How gladly he wou'd prevail, and how un- 
illing he is to take a Denyal; and tharefore he 
loes as an Artificer, Who firſt takes one Tool, 
hen another, and after that a Third, to effect 
is Work, and bring about what he intends on 
knotty croſs-grain'd Piece of Wood that he 
as under Management: He takes his Saw, his 
Ax, his rough Plain, his ſmooth Plain, his Chiſlel, 
is Maul, and; what not? that he may frame 
and faſhion it as he intends; juſt ſo does the 
leffed Jeſus, he uſes one Parable, and after that 
mother; he makes uſe alſo of one Providence, 
ind after that another, and another; Proſperity, 
Ad verſity, Health, Sickneſs, and what not? that 
e may bring about his Deſigns upon a rebellious 
Heart. | 
2. We may hence alſo learn and infer, That 
obſtinate Sinners, Rejecters of the Propoſals of 
hriſt in the Goſpel, ſhall, of all others, be ren- 
ler d without Excuſe. God will, by the ſrequent 
ind reiterated Means of Grace, vouchſafed to them, 
acquit his Juſtice in his juſt Judgment upon them 
to their Perdition. The reiterated Dealings of 
God, both by his Word and Providence, ſhall Si- 
lence them for ever, and acquit him of their juſt. 
Condemnation, ſo that they ſhall have nothing to 
object, but be like a guilty convict Malefactor, 
who has no further to ſay why Judgment ſhou'd 
not proceed; or, like the Man without the Wed- 
ding Garment, be altogether Spcechleſs, F 
2. A Second Thing we: haye conſiderable in 
the Words, is, The Merchant-Man ſecking 
goodly Pearls; by which ſome ; whom 1 have 
met with, underſtand Chriſt ;Jeſus- ſeeking loft 
Sinners; and by the Merchant, Man's ſelling all 
that he had, and Buying this Pearl, to be meant 
of Chriſt's parting with: all the Glory rſs * 
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had with the Father from Eternity, and com! 
ing in bes State of | Humiliation, and payiny 
his Life and Blood for them, to purchafe they 
out of the Hands of Divine Juſtice, ts Redceniif 
them from Sin and Miſery, and bring them : 
Glory, which is, no doubt, a great Truth, an 
and the ſum of the Goſpel : but I rather chu 
to carry the ſenſe of the Words, as-molt com 
monly received by Expoſitors, and as-moſt. ſui 
table to my Purpoſe and Deſign in the Manage 
ment of the Text. And that the Merchant-Mat 
here ſpoken of, ſeeking godly Pearls, G 
is any Man ſeeking goodly Pearls, or tha 
which may make him rich and happy; for then 
| is a Propenſity in the Nature of Man, to ſeek ou 
| Happineſs for himſelf in one Thing or other 
He will be ſeeking goodly Pearls, and he look 
upon himſelf happy on Account of his obtaining 
that which he Proſecutes, as able to make hin 
ſo; or Accounts himſelf unhappy if he miſſes d 
it. And hence it is that the natural Man pur 
ſues his Pleaſures, Profits and Honours, with: { 
much Earneſtneſs, and if he can attain to be aboviif 
his Neighbours, have a a better Trade, and quicke 
Returns, make more proſperous Voyages; or if ht 
be a Country-Man, and have better Crops, and 
more thriving Flocks than his Neighbours, It 
thinks himſelf the "moſt happy Man in * thefts 
Street, or Pariſh, and thus be pleaſes himſelf iir 
his having thoſe Things which he Accounts bla 
Happineſs. Thus be ſeeks for himſelf goodlyMon 
Pearls, as he thinks, and they are fo in his Eye o 
-while the Pearl of Price is ſleighted and ſet light Inc 
by. Give him but Propfit, Pleaſure, Honour and chi 
Preferment, he thinks himſelf ha Py enough il)! 
aA Reaſon; they may take Chriſt for him cha: 
ne hie Part he has no Want of him, he 
bal \ | 


ny 
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great Occaſion to diſturb his own Quiet, and 
bſtruct his own free Enjoyment of theſe Things, 
ingen which he ſo much ſalaces himſelf, by. a fix". 
ome and melancholy Inqueſt after Chriſtand Re- 
ligion. This is the Caſe of every unregenerate 
Man and Woman, they ſee no Beauty in Chriſt 
hy he ſhou'd be de ſir d, till it pleaſe the Lord to 
bpen. the Eves of their Underſtanding, and let 
hem ſee 4 Value and Worth in him, as the Pearl 
f great Price. e 
3. We have in the Words of the Text, an 
Account of the Merchant-Man finding a Pearl of 
Wreat Price. Hęreby the preciouſneſs and ineſti- 
nable Value of the Lord Jeſus is repreſented to 
, as intended by this one Pearl off greaf Price. 
his Merchant-Man had heen ſeeking goodly 
earls, he had been ranſacking the Bowels, of the 
arth; he had been bending, his Mind and En- 
leavours this Wag, and that Was, to find Satiſ- 
action in the World, and Things ot it; but it 
ou d not do, there was ever ſomething that im- 
icter'd all his Sweets, that confronted all his Joy 
nd Satisfaction, that croſt his Deſigns and Pro- 
ects, but at Jaſt he happily 1 that. which An- 
ſwers all his Caſe, one Pearl, one Pearl of great 
price: He had many Pearls probably to gaze 0 
cfore z the three Pearls of this World, Riches, 
Pleaſure,.and Honour: Theſe, When they are ſet 
together,like ſo many different, Diamonds on a Ring, 
Harry a great Luſter, a commanding and dazling 
laze in the Worldly Man's Eye; but yet theres 
one Pea1l, this Pearl of great Price puts em all 
own, quite out-ſhines em, and  out-does em all 
nd is indeed of more Value than em all, aud 
this the truly enligbten'd Soul values more than 
ul; he huggs this Pearl, embraces and eſteems | 
k more. tien all.  Fhis Pearl is che Peart, the only - 
We 14 3 | Pearl 
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Pearl to'him'; he knows the Worth and Value of 
it to be ſükh, as infigitely ſurpaſſes all he can if 
ſpeak of; it is beyonc his Thought and Concep. 
tion, and therefore this Pearl 1s the one Pear 
the only Pear! of great price with him, and this 
Pearl he prefers before all, and longs for a further 
.and fuller Enjoyment of it. | 
4. Here is in the Words of the Text, the ſin. 
gularity, oneneſs of this Pearl, one Pearl, none 
other like it: Hence we may Note, That the 
Worth and Value of Chriſt, as alſo bis Love in 
Undertaking,” his Wiſdom in Mannaging, and Power 
in Effetting all the great Offices the Father deſign d 
him for, and put upon him, are ſuch, 48 beſpeak al 
others uncapable to undergo, the like Offices, He'is 
the matchleſs and uhparallel'd one, none like 
him; Men and Angels wou'd have funk under 
ſuch a Weighty Work as he engag'd in as Media- 
tor: To ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and make a ſufh-Wv 
cient Compenſation thereto for all the Sins of his 
ST ' People, of all Believers that ever had been, or li 
E ever ſhou'd be on the Face of the Earth, muſt im 
| needs be a great Undertaking, and beſpeak ane 
infinite Value, and Capacity in the Undertaker; 
That ſtricteſt Juſtice *ſhou'd acknowledge it ſelf fr 
fully ſatisſy' d by the price wWwhich was paid by H 
this one Pearl, muſt needs ſet him off with great YC 
| Commendation! And then further, the ſingula- 
- rity, the oneneſs of this Pearl, teaches us thi: Wc 
alſo, that we have an abſolute and indiſpenſable Ne- B. 
ceſſity on us of finding,” and getting an Intereſt in thi; N 
one Pearl, who is of ly great a Price, and of fo grea WW l 
an Vſe, There is but one Sun in the Firmament, ar 
and if we have not the Light of that one Sun, .1 
we wander in Darkneſs; 80 here, there is bur. 
one Pearl of great Price, one truly valuable and ic 
precious ſeſus, and who juſtly commands 2 
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ſt Affections, and claims our moſt earneſt En- 
eayours after him; and if we miſagf that ane 
earl, we are * and miſerable indeed; but this 
ne Pearl is able to make us Rich; yea, rich for 
ver. * ' | " | _$ Bay 1 
5. The Words contain the Way and Means 
which this Merchant-Man takes to get this Pearl 
pf great price; he went and ſold all that he had, 
nd bought it: Hence obſerve, that the Soul that 
0d have Jeſus Chriſt, this Pearl of great Price, 
muſt part with all. for him. This Merchant-Man 
ſees ſuch an abſolute Neceſſity; of his having this 
earl, and ſuch anineſtimable Value and overcoming 
Beauty, and matchleſs Lovelineſs in it, that he 
reſolyes to have it on any Terms; will ſell all, 
ill part with all, rather than miſs of this one 
pearl. Thus it is with every ſincere Lover of the 
Lord jeſus, the Soul muſt have him; other Things 
will not now do, thoſe very Things which ſome- 
times wou'd have pleas'd the Man, and delighted 
lim, they are now but Trifles with him; you 
may as well perſwade an hungry Child to fore- 
go a full Breaſt for a Rattle, or ſome other Toy, 
with which it has already, been tired, as per- 


ade a Soul fick of Love to. Jeſus Chriſt, to 


take up in any Thing elſe. This Soul, muſt have 
Chriſt, muſt, have the Pearl of great Price, coſt 
what it will ; the Soul ſees. ſuch an abſolute. Ne- 
ceſlity ot him, ſuch a-loyeline$&. and matchleſs 
Beauty in him, that nought elſe. will ſatisfy; the 
World wou'd formerly have,done it, mou d have 
pleas'd ;, pleaſure wou'd ave dong ſomethi 

and Profit with it wou'd have done more, a 
Honour in Con junction wich theſe, wow'd for- 
merly have. charm'd the Man, and he cou'd have 
lept quietly, and nothing troabled him, butmnaw 
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him, he muſt have him, he ſees; all the forme; 


- chaſe" it; this ſpeak its Excellency; Vertu" 
Uſe; Above em all; ſo that the Obſervation 
"Point of Doctrine which I ſhall inſiſt on, as con 


ſhall be this, 
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this one Pearl, he has caſt 7 1 and his Hear 
upon him, and he cannot get his Mind off fron 


Things he fo much doted on, are meer Trifles, and 
therefore he will ſell all he has, part with all, t 
urchaſe this Pearl. This is like a Soul reſoly(M! 
or Chriſt, wou'd to God it were thus with us! 
And thus it muſt be with us, if ever we intend t 
rn * A 
Ihe Words of the Text thus open'd and con. 


ſider d, maß afford us many Notes and Obſeryz 


tions; ſome of which I have already in the Expo 
ſition of the Words briefly hinted at: If Thou! 
draw out the Diſcourſe to that Length, in ever | 
particular. Propoſition as might be proſecuted, 
and ſhow'd fully attend them, they wou'd affori 
me a large Field to walk in, but this I intend no 


but only to faſten upon that part of the Tell ; 


which ſeems to he the Marrow, Cream, and Qui; 
teſſence thereof; namely, the Pearl of great Pric fl 
which, by the reſt of the Words of the Tex © 
is ſet off as it were by a Foyl to advance this one 
Jewel in its Luſter, Excellency and Uſe : TI. 
pqodly Pearls mention'd in the Text, are, as 
were, on Purpoſe” to ſet off this one Pearl wie 


greater Advantage, and to give it a bright: 


Splendor: And then, that a Man that Was 


Merchant, and traded conſequently in diver 


Commodities of Value (as you know great Mei. 
chants do) that he ſhou'd ſee this one Pearl | 
be of fach Value, 25 to ſell ul that be had to pl. 
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prehenſive of what I intend from theſe Words 
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Doctrine. ] That Jeſus Chriſt is, and he alone in, 
the Pearl of great Price. 'S 

Which Propoſition. give me leave to proſecute 
and in the following Particulars. 2 
„ U. To ſhew in what Reſpects Jeſus Chriſt may 
Ie be ſaid to be a Pearl, or how fitly compared to a 
us Pearl. | 


du 2. How, or in what Reſpects he excells all 


other Pearls, | | 
3. How it appears that he gs ſo precious. 
4. Make ſome Inferences, and other Practical 
Reflections in the Application. (oF | 
1. In what Reſpects Jefbs Chriſt may be ſaid to 
be a Pearl, or how fitly compared to a Pearl. 
1. In reſpet of Worth and Value; Pearls you 
know are highly valued, - according to their 
Luſtre, Vertne and Extent ; ſome one Pearl hav- 
ing been of ſuch Value, as to paſs far a conſide- 
rable , Purchaſe ; ſo is Chriſt Jeſus, he is a Pearl 
on this Account, there is a great Value put 
upon him, | je. 4. 


he eſteem'd him of ſuch a Worth, as that. he 
accepted him as a Redemption for all Believers, 
even while, they were Sinners: He became a 
Redeemer, for all the Elect, and the Father ac- 
cepted him as ſuch, and was very well fatisfy'd 
cl int the Price which he paid: The Juſtice of God 
i look't on him, as one able to ſatisfy all its De- 
' ,mands, and accepted the Price he maid, as a full 
1 Diſcharge for all their Debts, Chriſt bought 
is People from din, from Wrath due for it, from 
the Hands of ſtrict Juſtice, from Death, and 
by his glorious Reſurrection is become the firſt 
'Frnits of them that Sleep: He has bought 'em 
from Hell, has anſwer' d all the Requirements 
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1. A great Value js put on him by the Father; 


of the Law, and that in their ſtead, has ap- 
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8d incens'd Juſtice, paid all that it could de. 
Nan to beo Farthing: ſurely then we-may 
eaſily conclude, that the Father accounted him 
very precious, and very, valuable, in that he ac. 
cepted- him as a Price for em all: You will ſurely 
allow him to be a very able, and valuable Perſon, 
' . whoſe Credit is ſuch, as that all that know him, 
will take his Word for any for whom he will en- 
gage himſelf; thus the Father, he took the Son“; 
* Word from before the beginning of Time, for al 
whom he undertooP for; he knew him to be a Per- 
ſon of that Worth and Value, of that Honour, 
Credit and Reputation, that he durſt and did 
truſt him; when therefore the Son comes, he 
4 actually Diſcharges all, the Bonds that came in 
1 againſt him, as a Security for thoſe Old Teſta- 
. ment Wort nes that were gone off the Stage. ju- 
ſtice produces a Bond under his Hand, as he 
became a ſurety, for ſuch, and ſuch; yea, for 
| all the Old-Teſtament Believers, for they all ſtood 
Guilty in themſelves: Now, when Chriſt comes, 
be pays down all the. Demands of juſtice, as if 
be ſhov'd ſay, here Juſtice, here is your full 
| Price, your full Money for all my poor Inſol. 
vent Friends, your Debtors, who were never 
able to give Satisfaction of - themſelves ; here, Win 
take it, I know 'twill paſs in your Court, and Wir 
3 give you a full Satisfaction for my poor Bre- 1 
1 thren: Well, ſays Juſtice, I accept it in full H 
| Payment, and acquit em. And then, by the Price Wir 
| of his Blood, be pays down in ready Money (and Wt 
F as I may fay afore-hand). a full and Satisfacty Wat 
| Price for all thoſe poor Infolvent Believers, Deb- Win 
tors to the Juſtice of God, that were afterwards Wir 
to be, and riſe up in theix Generations yet to come Wii 
4 in the World, and the Father googues it in full Sa- Wo! 
. | tisfaQion for all” ſuch as ſhop” in after HS, 
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de. that we inay well conclude he is of seat Value 

nay the Father's Account. 

um 2. As jeſus Chriſt, this Pearl, is of great Value 
ac- Wn ho Father's Eſteem, ſo alſo in the Saint's Ac-" 
ey Moant, Unto thoſe that Believe, he is precious; every 

on, eliever thinks him fo, what-ever different Aß- 

im, Wrehenſions they may have about other Things, 

n- et they all agree in this, that Chriſt is precious. 

n's rhis is the Pear! they moſt value, this is N 
all Nas their Hearts; you know how the poor Spouſe 

er- Narried in a Fit of Deſertion, how in petzen was 

ur, Whe for his Return ? She runs about the Streets' 
lid Mike a Perſon half diſtracted; for want of him; Fy 
he Ie makes, as it were, an Hue: and. Cry after him . 


in be Virgins of Jeruſalem, the Watchmen, and 
- ody elſe likely to give Intelligence of him, 
u- now what ſhe ails, why ? what was the harter 


rith her? She had loſt a Sight of her Beloved, 
or ind ſhe was not able to bear it, ſhe valued him 
d Wi that Rate, as ſhe knew not how to live without 
„in: fo chat Jeſus Chriſt is precious both in the 
it Nrather's Account, and in the Saints; he is a Pearl 
or, or in reſpect of Value, both in the Eye of the 
ne, and the other. | 

2. As Jeſus Chriſt is a Pex! for Value, ſo 48! 
in reſpect of Luſtre and Beauty: O what 2 dag. 
ing Luſtre and Beauty is there in ſome Pearls), 
but this Pearl exceeds 'em' all: He is altogether . 
'rvely, as the Spouſe ſays of him; ſhe Joſs him 
rom Head to Foot, Cant. 5.10, 11, Cc. But ſhe, 
iv herſelf ſo over-march d, and that Ie was not 
ae to come up in her Expreſſions like what was 
in Her Heart, to anſwer his Bezuty and Excellency, 
nd therefor: the gives a hearty I itt at once to do 
her beſt; like a Man that puts all Bis Strength at 
once to 40 2 Work he 15 about, ſo does ſhe, and 
us, He i: alt ogetter L»:'%y. 


A TH», rad 
— | —4 P 


TW O00 * hw Oo 


"+ . 
—— 


x 


32.) 


- $+ Pearls have alſo great Vertue,ig them, ſome 


of *em+ eſpecially : I pretend not to be a Jeweller, 
therefore. muſt let their different Vertues alone to 
them that know 'em; but I know ſomething of, 
the Vertue of this Pear! of great Price, and 1 dare 
ſay, none of them, nay, all of them, have not that 
Vertue in them, as has this one ſingle Pearl. What 
think you ? Can they, any one of them, or all of 
them, open the Eyes, and recover the Sight of 
them that are Blind, of them that are born Blind! 
Here I believe they are all nonpluſt; but this Pear! 
has this Virtue in him, he opens dark Eyes, dark 
and blind Minds and Underſtandings, Cauſes the 
Deaf to hear, the Lame- to walk, and the Tongue of 
the Dumb to ſing ; proclaims Liberty to Captives, and 
the Opening of the Priſon to them that are Bound. 


Whatever Vertue there is in any of the richeſt. of 


Pearls, this out-does em all; there is a Heal; 
Vertue, a Strengthening Vertue, a Chearing an 
Comforting Vertue in him, above all other Pearls. 
There is alſo a Purging and Cleanſing Vertue in 
him; There is that Efficacy in the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that it cleanſeth from all Sin, 1 John 1. 3; 
How great ſoever, or whatſoever. the Stain be, 
yet if this be applied by the Spirit, it cleanſes 
it, fetches out all the Stain, cleanſes the Conſcience 
from dead Works to ſerve the living God, Heb. 9. 4. 
All the moſt hidden Ver tue and Quality in the 
richeſt Pearl, cannot produce ſuch Effects upon the 
Body, as this Pearl can do upon the Soul, yea, 
upon Soul and Body. 

4. Pearls are few, every Body has em not, 


they are rare, and but few comparatively have 


dem: So is Chriſt, he is this one Pearl, and but few 


comparatively have him. There are many Pre- 


tenders to Chriſt, ſome on one ſcore, ſome on 


another; ſome make à large outward Profeſſion 
0 | ( ” 0¹ 
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f him, and inſiſt much upon their out ward pri- 
ileges, as the Jews did. We (ſay they) are 
hraham 's Children, they had the great Doctors of 
he Law on their ſide, the Scribes and Phariſces, 
he Rulers of the Synagogue, and who hut they; 
nd yet they were far out, they ſtood upon their 
rvileges, and thought if any were the People of 
od, it muſt be they: but the Kingdom of God; 
df his Grace, was gone over from them, to the 
poor deſpiſed Genres,” und fo thoſt that were 
o People, none in point of Privilege, with which 
he Jews were inveſted, became the People of the 
ving God, Hol. 1. 10. The Lord's Flock has al, 
ways been a little Flock comparatively ; they arc. 
put as the Gleanings of the Grapes, when the Vintage it 
lane, Mic. 7. 1. Two or Thre: Berries in the Top 
of the uppermoſt Bough, Four or Five in ti utmoſt 
ruitful Branches, Ia. 17.6: A very Remnant in 
Compariſon. of what the World, Sin, and the 
Devil has. And as theſe are few, fo the Pearl of 
great Price is ſingular : He is the one Peari; "tis he, 
and only he, that the Believer ſeeks after, he 
nous nothing elſe will anſwer bis Caſe: And thus 
eſus Chriſt is fitly compared to a Pearl, in the 
toreſaid Particulars. pe 

2. In what reſpects does jeſus Chriſt, this Pearl 
of great Price, excel all other Pearls? 

1. In point of Vertue; far it is mote compre- 
benſfive than the Vertue of all other Pearls; yea, 
tis general, to all the Occaſions for which the 
Soul needs him: If we be poor, he is a Pearl to 
enrich us; if comfertleſs, he is a Peatl to com- 
fort. us, to be a Cordial to us, to reſtore our 
fainting Spirits, tho? never ſo low brought; if 
we be weak and weary, he is a Pearl to refreſi us, 
aud ſtrengthen us: He gives 4ight ro the weak and 
ven, and to him that has no Might, be increa{eth 
; D | * Strength, 


(14). 


Strength, Ha. 40. 29. The Caſe of a poor indis gen 
Soul cannot be ſuch, but that there is Vers It 
this precious Pearl to anſwer it: He is of Vertuet 
purchaſe our Freedom, and ſet us at Liberty fron 
all manner of Bondage, to knock off the Shack 
and Fetters of Sin from us, which is the worſt d 
Fetters, and enable us to run the Ways of God) 
. Commandments : He is a Pearl of the moſt gene 
ral Vertue of all others. | 
2. Orben Pearls Ein be enjoy d but by ont 
Perſon, at one and the ſame time; but 'tis not 
ſo with this Pearl; it is the Property of thi 
Pearl, that he is enjoy'd by all Believers, as full 
and as truly as if none bur ſome individual hat 
him: Every true Chriſtian has him, has him all,and 
with him all things, Col. 2.6, As ye have receivel 
Chriſt jeſus the Lord. Faith takes poſſeſſion 0f 
Chriſt. True Livery and Seizin is granted to th: 
Soul by the Act of Faith, ſo that every Believe 
has him, and has him for his own, in all hi 
Offices and Undertakings, and in all the Relz 
tions that he ſtands in to any of his deareſt Chil" 
"dren and moſt eminent Servants: He is the ſam 
to them all: He is, Father, Husband, Brother! 
Friend, Captain, Head, and all elſe to them, ande! 
0 every 0 them, to the pooreſt and meaneſt, 2 
| well as to the moſt uſeful and moſt eminent: H. 
is a Shepherd to feed em, a Phyſician to hei 
em, and all elſe that endearedneſs of Love, an 
nearneßb of Relation obliges him to; and thus 
he is to them all; every Member has him tot 
a Head, every Child for a Father, every Believer 
for a Husband, and ſo in che reſt: but it is not 
0, itscannot be ſo, in reſpe& of other Thing 
I one pollels an Estate, another cannot have it: 
Tou know, Jſaac unwittingly bleſſed his Son 7. 
. * 28 "UH __ i la which he. ein 
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What. to do for his Son Eſau, when Jacob had 


fro tten the Bleſſing from him by Craft? He 
ckle&uld not give the ſame Bleſſing to them both; 
ſt it Jacob muſt carry it, and Eſau, for whom he 
zodeſgn'd it, muſt want it. But the Caſe is not 


here; God gives this Pearl, this ſame one Pearl, 
all his Children, they all have him, they are 


ad makes every Son an Heir, they have all an 


at he 1s ſo communicable to all his Children, to 
his Friends. 

3. Other Pearls are very coſtly, coſt a great 
il of Hazard in fetching em, and when they 
dme here, a great deal of Money to purchaſe 
him. When a Jeweller gets them into his Hands, 


ela values them at a great Rate, and a great deal 


hilt go to purchaſe one Pearl, but this Pear! of 
[meat Price is to be had on eaſie and fair Terms, 
ier,W!ts Nothing but what is better parted with than 
an ept. The Grace of the Goſpel is freely offered 
fi all Comers, John 7. 37. If any Man thirſt, let 
Heli: cone unto me, and drink. And Jia. 55. 1. Ho, 
ery one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and he 
ni hath no Money, let him come, and buy Wine and 
bu wit hour Money, and without Price. What is it 
fo at the hungry and thirſty Soul wants? He 
rer ants Bread to eat, and Water to drink, Milk 
nouriſh him, and Wine to chear him: Here 
ey are all, not only Water, Wine, and Milk 
it: Ir him to drink, but here is Bread, ſubſtantial 
„ Wood for him; ſo Wiſdom ſays, Prov. 8. 1. She 
ed W's cauſe thoſe that love her, to inherit Subſtance x. 

Et. D2 Things 
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xr his beloved Son Eſau: and how hard was he 
t to it? How ſtraitned in himſelf to know- 


| Heirs, Rom. 8. 17. If Children, then Heirs. Gal. 
7. If Sen, then an Heir of God, through Christ. 


tereſt in this Pearl, and ſo a Right to the Inhe- 
tance ; and herein he excels all other Pearls, in 


9 
+. 


— 
, . rr... 


C389 
Things that are ſubſtantia}, that are fit for Nod . ou 
| riſhment, and to anſwer the SouPs Caſe, in Oy Pour 
1 poſition to Things that aer out Expect. yet 
tions. Thus much is implied in the Words of tu Tt 
Prophet 1/aiah,, Chap. 55. 2. Come ye, buy and en but! 
bearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that whith te 

good ; So that there was ſomething beſides the you 
Water, the Milk, and the Wine to drink; then bim 

was ſomething to ear, the Btead of Life, the fa by 
Things full of Marrow : for God is no Niggar Uo, 

in his Preparations, when he Feaſts his Friends} Thi 

he never provides ſparingly, but plenty, and tha pure 

which is of the beſt, Wines on the Lebt, Mini it 15 

on the Lees, well refined, 4 Fat of Fat Things ful Bars 

of Marrow, Ifa. 25.6. and all this to be had freely; ede 

Come ye and buy, One would think there were 4. 
ſomething of Price inſiſted on, ſomewhat of Value othe 

to be brought, wherewith to make a Purchak who 

You know the common way of Notice, when ani ace 

Sale of Goods is made, is thus, That ſuch and ſuchſ him 
Goods are to be fold good Pennyworths, but tyed 
withal, *tis expected that you carry your Read. Bell 
Money with you, to pay for what you buy: But this 
here tis otherwiſe ; Things of Value, of thei brea 
greateſt Value, the Pearl of great Price, Wine w th 
and Milk, without Money, and without Price Beli. 
Now what ſay your Souls to this?  Cannog you then 
ſay, Here is a great Bargain to be had? not canr 
vou think jt worth your while to accept the Lov 
Propoſal? Do you know where to mend your. 
ſelves? What ! to have ſuch Things as are in- 
diſpenſibly Neceſſary, and on ſuch Terms as yo! 
cannot 2 againſt; da not fay the Terms an 
too high, for you may have all theſe great Things 
without Price; you may have 'em tor Taking, 
for Receiving; and are not theſe the eaſieſt 
Terms you can wiſh for? Do not object, and ſay, 
C22 r os i Fo > oem pon 
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ou hav. nothing to purchaſe em, do not object 
our own Unworthinef, God knows al this, and 
Jet here is an Offer to you, Chriſt the Pr of 
e, of great Price, and upon no other Terms, 
bur your willingneſs to have him. What ſay you ? 
tte you willing to be Rich? This Pearl will make 

Jou truly and effectually ſo, and you have 
him upon ſuch eaſy Terms as yon cannot rèaſbna- 
bly object againſt: If you carry any Money with 
you, any Thing of your own Worthineſs, any 
Thing of your own Duties, and think to make a 
ptirchaſe of bim with a few ſorry Performantes, 
it is as much as to loſe your Market and break the 
Bargain, for he is to be had freely, and herein he 
excels all other Pearls. 21 5 ie 
4. This Pearl excels all other Pearls, in that 
other Pearlt may be loſt or ſtolen from thoſe 
who have 'em, but this cannot be loſt: He that 
zcepts Chriſt, and ſincerely receives him, has 
lum for eyer; there is a ſolemn Marriage-Knot 
tyed, an Union made betwixt Chriſt and the 
Believer; betwixt this Peart and the Receiver, and 
this Contract ſhall- never be broken; it ſhall not 
break on Chriſt's part, for wm he lovesg the loves 
to the End. John 13. 1. Nor ſhall it break on the 
Believer's part, for he puts a Living Principle intd 
them, which ſhall be ever ſpringing up, and they 
cannot but love him from the Firſtneſs of his 
Love to them. 1 John 4. 19. God puts a Princi- 
ple of Grace into the Soul, and it will never ceaſe 
ſpringing and bubbling up till it come to Glory. 
john 4. 14. The Waters that I ſuall give him, ſhall d 
« Well of Water ſpringing up into Everlaſting Life. 
Whatever ebbs it may have, it ſhall flow again. 
This Soul is like the Needle touch'd with the 
Load ſtone, it may quaver and ſhake, .and have 


a diſturbed Motion, but it never fixes but to- 
Hh . » wards 


wards the Point; it rowles about after a diſquie 
manner, till it comes there, and there it ſixes: an 
in this Caſe, the Believer has his Affections truly 
engaged after the Lord Jeſus, and he cannot tak 
up in any Thing but in him. The poor Chriſtiat 
may, to his Sorrow, loſe Sight of this preciouMy; 
Pearl, and think he has loſt him, as the Spouſe of®@+er 
her Beloved; but then you know ſhe was nevet 
at Reſt till ſhe found him again, and then ſhe held 
him, and would not let him go: So is the Caſe of 
every gracious Soul; the true Chriſtian may lo 
a ſight of Chriſt, and have not that ſenſible En 
joyment of bim as formerly, but the Sayour o 
his good Oyntment gives a favourahle Ad vantage 
to find him again, and for this the Virgins love him: 
Cunt. 1. 3. Poor Believer ! thou mayſt loſe a Sight Hod: 
of thy Beloved, thou mayſt think he is gone, and 
De under ſad Apprehenſions about him, under hig. 
Withdrawments, but ſtill be in Hope that he will 
return; his own endearing Love will not ſuffernoy 
him always to hide his Face, but he will againhad | 
ſhew .himſelt to thy Comfort: and Con ſolation. he . 
And here it may not be amiſs to give ſome. en-more 
couraging Characters of à Soul under Chriſt's he 
Withdrawment, and its ſad Apprehenſions about het t 
the ſame, who, notwithſtanding, ſhall find him 
ain. 12063091 18 a 
'B: ech Sow, whatever it may elſe have, is 
unſatisfy'd without him. The Light of God's 
Countenance is more to a poor drooping Believer, 
under the Sence of his Withdrawment, than all 
the Confluence of the World. Nothing would 
quiet the Spouſe but her Beloyed ; twas He, and I 
He only ſhe deſired; and Him ſhe purſues after: 
ſhe had got a Taſte of his Sweetneſs, yea more 
than a Taſte, ſhe had drunk deep of his Flag- Hall 
gons, ſhe had been down with him = the 
E | INC» 
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ine - Cellar, had been with the — — the 
Banquet, and now her Heart was ſo raviſh'd with 
Divine Love, that nothing but her Beloved. would 
leaſe her; ſne could ſmell no Sweetneſs but in the 
Roſe” of Sharon, nor taſte any Thing that reliſn'd 
Writh her like the Banquet wherewith ſhe| had 
deen ſo nobly treated, in the Preſence of her Be- 
Woved, at his own Table, ſhe. could hear no Me- 
ody in any Sound, where the Name of her Be- 
oved gave not the higheſt Note; and therefore 
ye have her ſo often telling of her Beloved, in 
his Book of the Song, as if it pleaſed her to make 
ention of his Name, and nothing Delights her 
0 much as her Beloved. Mica, you know, Was 
plundered of his Gods, (which indeed were no 


em! They have talen away my Gods (ſays he) and 
phat' have I more? Judges 18. 24. Do you ask 
ne, and ſay, What ails thee? O! ſays he, I ail 
enough, they have taken away my Gods, and they 
ad better have taken all I have beſides: And if 
e was in ſuch a Diſtreſs for his falſe Gods, much 
tore reaſon has the Belieyer to be concern d for 
he withdrawment of his Bleſſed Saviour: but 
yet this is one good Token on him, that he will 
ud him again: He is with the Spouſe ſo much 
oncern'd for him, and nothing will pleaſe with- 
but him. God maintains in the Soul. a holy Diſ- 
ontent with all worldly Things, without Chriſt, 
ind keeps up an enquiring Spirit after him, which 
sa good Sign he'll come-again, and ſhew the 
brightneſs of his Countenance. oog £4173 
2. Not only Diſſatis faction without Chriſt, but 
io an Intenſeneſs of Enquiry: after him, is a 
good Token the Soul, under his Withdrawment, 
all find him again; ſo it was with the Spouſe, 
and fo it was with Au Magdalen, Jolm a0. the 
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comes to the Sepulchre, and her Lord was gone: 
and ſhe, poor Woman, falls a weeping, her Hear 
was ſo full, ſo tendered to think of her Dex 
Lord, whom ſhe thought ſhe ſhould never -{ 
more, that ſhe could not refrain; and while ſhe} 
in this Diſtreſs of Spirit, Chriſt calls to her, an 
fays; Woman, why weeprft thou; Whom ſeekeſt thou 
Now mark her Anſwer ! If thou haſt born him amg 
1 pray thee, tell. we where thou haſt lad him, and i 
tale ſum away, Ver. 15. She forgets, or over 
the Queſtion which Chriſt (whom ſhe took to Hr e 
the Gardinet) had propounded to her, and 
makes no Anſwer to that; ſhe makes no Anſwe 
nor gives Account why .ſhe wept, or whom (hoc: 
fought, but her Heart and Affections being fo ine 
dent upon her Beloved Lord, ſhe thought His « 
whom ſhe took to be the Gardiner, and eve 
body elſe, might knaw why, ſhe wept, and whoiine 
mne ſought, and therefore ſhe makes this indireſreat 

Reply, If thou haſt born Him amay, &c. And wha 0 
che liſve of this was, you find in the next Words" 
Jeſus ſaith unto ber, Mary: He. preſently makes Wript 
Diſcovery of himſelf to her, and then her Soul i hich 
raviſh'd with his Manifeſtation; ſhe turn d herſeli ed i 
and ſaid, Raboni, juſt at a word: Her Soul was 
quick, ſo nimble, ſhe was ſo intent npon her EnÞare, 
quiry, that upon the very firſt Notice that it vi th: 
her Dear Lord, ſhe makes a quick and ready Mc 
tion aſter him; juſt as a Hawk whom the Faullhances 
ner carries upon his Arm, ſo ſoon as ever he tab or, 

_ away the Cawl, ſhe ſprings after the Game; edgn 

this poor Woman, no ſooner did ſhe know th his 
it was her Bleſſed Lord, but preſently ſhe tun Id his 
herſelf with all Expedition to attend him, So thi 
the Soul, under Chriſt's W ithdrawment, may ha 
this as a good Token, it is intent in Enquiry afls 
bim, and fhall find him again "> 
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. Another Thing in this Matchleſs Peat! 
rilt Jeſus, wherein he excels all other Pearls, 
, that he makes thoſe who. have him, Rich for 
ver. Men that have other Pearls, may loſe them, 
he Fire may burn them, or Thieves may ſteal 
hem, or their Straits may be ſuch in the World, 
they may be forced to ſell them, or however, 
death will ſeparate betwixt them and their Own= 
s, and then they are no longer theirs; but this 4 BY 
earl will make every one that has him, Rich if f | 
1 | 
| 


— —¾ — — 
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or ever; this is the laſting, the everlaſting Pearl, 1} 
nd the Man that has him, is the truly wealthy 1} 9 4 
Wcrſon of all others: For, Oui habet ha entem ommia, | Wh 
ber omnia: He that hath him who hath all things, 1} 44 
Ich all things. All things are indeed included in 
his one Pearl, all things pertaining to Life and 1 
odlineſs, to this Life, and to that which is to 1 
Wine, to Grace and Glory. A Man may have a 1 
Wreat many rich Pearls, and yet, wanting Chriſt, - HY 
us one Pearl of great Price, be but a very miſe- 1 

| 


ible poor Creature, and will be found ſo, when 11% 

tipt of all his glittering Luſtre, when bis Body, i 

Which is but a meer Carkaſs, comes to be tum- 

ed into the Grave, where then will be all that i. 
lory and Splendour which formerly gave ſuch a 1. 

are, and dazled the Eyes of Beholders ! But j 4 

MW that has this Pearl of Price, is Rich for ever, | | | 


gw mean and low ſoever he be in Circum- 
Wances in the World: It may be he is poor, very 
or, a poor Labourer, probably a Carman, a 1 
W<dgman, or Porter, hard put to it to get Meat A 
bis Belly, and Cloaths to his Back, hard fet to . 
his Family (if he have one) with meer Ne- 1 
aries, to keep em from Starving z but yet it 4 | 


now he has this Pearl, he may value himſelt 
W-ordingly, and think what he ſball be, and what {4 [ 
hall for ever be, being an Heir of the Promiſe, | 
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Word of Life. 1 John 1. 1. 


forth his Precionſneſs. 


— 
—— 4 
_— 


"I 


3 
a Son and Heir of Glory: Tit. 3. 7. That being ju/- 
tified by his Grace, we ſhould he made Heirs according 
to the Hope of Eternal Life. 2 

3. I come now to the Third Thing propoſed 
to be handled in the proſecution of the Doctrine 
laid down, and that is, To ſhew how it appears 
that Jeſus Chriſt, this one Pearl of great Price, is ſo 
Precious. | | | 

1. It appears from the Teftimony of all Belie. 
vers that have ever been in the World: When 
they ſay any thing of him, they all, with one ge- 
neral Acclamation, ſay this of him, that He i 
precious. 1 Pet. 2. 7. Unto you therefore which believe, 


be is precious. Whatever different Apprehenſions 
they may have about other Things; yet if they 
were all ask'd one by one, they would with 


ene accord atteft this, Chriſt is precious: They 
have every one of em found him ſo to their own 
Souls; they have found him precious in his Pro- 


miſes, precious in his Ordinances, precious in his; 


Offices, precious in his - Perſonal Excellencies, 


Precious in his Relations to them, and precious 


in all his Titles, and in all his Undertakings in 
their behalf, and they cannot but ſpeak the ings 
which they know of him; the Things they have 
heard and ſeen, and their Hands have handled of the 
They know him to 
be precious in all the aforeſaid Particulars, in e- 
very of which abundance might be ſaid, to ſhew 
The Soul of every Be- 
liever will chearfully and readily bear Witneſs to 
this, that Chriſt is precious. The great Builders did 
frequently reject him, their Learning, their Parts 
and Qualifications hung in their Light ; and hence 
the Scribes and Phariſees, the great Doctors of 
the Law, they Dons of that Day, they reject 
him, and- the great Philoſophers of Arhens. they 

5 DILL deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe him, thought it a ſilly, ſoghiſh, mean 
Thing, to be ſaved by the Righteouſneſs of a- 
nother, and eſpecially ſuch a one as he was, who 
was reputed a Criminal, condemned and ſuffered 
as ſuch. They had a Stock of Learning, had a 
great Inſight into Natural Cauſes, and, as an ad- 
dition thereto, a great Stock of Moral Vertue, and 
they for their parts knew no better way, than to 
be ſaved by their own Attainments in theſe Mo- 
ral Vertues, in which ſome of them made great 
Improvement: But the Poor have the Goſpel 
preached to them, and they receive it, and are 
glad of it ; they have honourable Thoughts of 
that Stone which the Worldly-wiſe Builders re- 
jected, and he became the chief Stone of the Corner 
to them, Matth. 21. 42. and ſo the Spouſe (who 
ſpeaks the Language of every Soul in love with 
Chriſt) Cant. 5. from Ver. 10. to the end of the 
Chapter. of : 

2. It appears that Chriſt Jeſus, this one Pearl, 
is very precious, from the Deportment of the 
bleſled Angels towards him, and their Teſti- 
mony of him; they bring all their Glory and 
Honour to him, and lay it at his Foot, and cry, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Ho- 
nour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. Rev. 5. 11, 12. And 
not only the holy Angels admire this ſo great a 
Work, but alſo the glorified Saints ſtand round 
about the Throne, and joyn in the ſame Conſort 
with the Angels, and cry with them, as before 
laid, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain. This Je- 
ſus, this Pearl of great Price, conſidered as Me- 
diator, not only commands their Attention to ſo 
great and ſtupendious a Work, but alſo their 
Adoration of him therein. We find farther to this 
purpoſe, as relating to the bleſſed Angels, 1 Tim. 
3. 16. God manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtify din the Spirit, 

FFF 


F 1 8 
ſeen of A. This is a Myſtery the Angels de: 
fire to acquaint themſelves with, and that whid 
they upon their view of him who is God, to be. 
come a Man, and fo a Mediator, this is Matte 
of Amazement to them; every Cheruh, even 
Seraph admires this ſo great and ſtupendous 
Tranſaction; the Riches of Redeeming Grace i; 
ſuch, as that they earneſtly deſire to acquainiMere: 
themſelves with it: 1 Per. 1. 12. Which Things t that 
Angels defire to look into. What Things? TheWprec 
Things reported in the Goſpel, which is the De 3 
claration of the Son of God taking our Natur of 
upon him, and therein carrying on the Gloriouſ the 
Work of Redemption: And theſe Things the com 
Angels do deſire to look into, not barely to ſtand acc 
by as On- lookers, but to pry into the Myſtery, 1 
narrowly to inſpect it; for ſo much the Wr O 
Tlepax4z: irythe Original ſignifies; It is Introſpicert, 
carefully and with great Concern to inſpect it 
The holy Angels do frequent the Aſſemblies of thi 
Saints here; and that not only to be a Guard to 
them, which is a part of their Buſineſs, Heb. 1. 14, 
but that they may thereby know more of the My. 
ſtery of Divine Grace and Wiſdom, in the Salya I #1 
tion of loſt Sinners: Eph. 7. 10. To the intent, tha pre 
nom unto the Principalities and Powers in HeavenlyWhear 
Places, might be known by the Church, the mani feli Fath. 

Wiſdom of God. The holy Angels are very intelliWwith 
gent Beings, quite of another Frame and Mak tone 

than we are; they are not clogg'd with the Incum: 
brance of Fleſh, like us, but ſtand in an holy, pur bout 
and undefi led State of Chriſt, their Root and Head Mthis | 
but yet their Knowledge 1s capable of Improve. 
ment, and they take this Method to ſearch into 
the bound leſs Treaſure of Divine Love, Grace 
and Wiſdom, even to frequent the Aſſemblies o 
the Chuch and Saints here for that py 
" $0; 40 . M 1 | an 
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can they be ſaid to know by the Church, the 
manifold Wiſdom of God? And their Know- 
ledge of this, ſets them on adoring the Riches of 
Grace, and. admiring at the Preciouſneſs of the 
Bleſled Jeſus, in his Undertakings to carry on ſo 
great, ſo glorious, and inefiable a Work: o 
that they alſo give in their Teſtimony, that he is 
precious. 

3- It appears alſo that jeſus Chriſt, this Pearl 
of Price, is precious, From the Teſtimony that 
the Father gives of him; and this is the full and 
compleating Evidence; and it appears the Father 
accounts him ſo, 
en the Record he has given of him in his 

ord. ot | 
2. In that he accepted him as a. Satisfactory 
P wy to ſtricteſt Juſtice, for the Sins of all the 


1. From the Teſtimony he gives of him-in his 
Word: And what ſays he of him there? See 1/a. 
28. 16. Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, behold I 
ay in Sion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tryed Stone, 
4 precious corner Stone, a ſure Foundation. Do you 
ear now, what an honourable CharaQter the 
Father gives of him? How does he ſet him off 
with Credit and Reputation? A Stone, a tryed 
Stone, a precious corner Stone, a ſure Foundation. 
He riſes higher and higher in every Expreſſion a- 
bout him; 4 Stone, a tryed Stone, &c. and all 
this of the Father's laying, and of the Father's 
nooſing too: 1 Pet. 2. 6. Choſen of God, and pre- 
our. The Father took a View from Eternity, 
of the bleſſed Angels that were to commence 
ind riſe up in Time, and none of them all, nor 
ill together, were found fit tor ſo great and 
| _._ #weighty 
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Sie a Building, as was, in the determina 

unſel of God, to he raiſed upon a ſuitahj 
Foundation. He had the Platform of the Building 
vY him, and had already projected the Frame an 
aſhian thereof, and none was meet to be a Fou 
dation for this Building, but the Son, this Sto 
this precious Stone, and he was fit for the Found 
tion Stone, for the Corner Stone, to bear all the Weight 
of the Building, to give a Beauty to the Building 
and alſo to make a Conveyance of Life to eve 
little Stone laid in the Building, Ver. 4, 5. of t 
Iaſt- mentioned Text. How comes any Stone i 
this Building to be a lively Stone, but by fetching 
Life from this living Stone? The Father kne 
the Son to be of that Ability and Stability, tha 
he would not ſhrink under the Weight of thi 
Structure. The holy Angels were ſo far from be 
ing fit for the Foundation of this Building, tha 
they ſtood in need of a Foundation for themſelve 
à Root to ſtand on: For indeed, as Chriſt is th 
Head of Angels, Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. ſo alſo he 
the Root on which they ſtand, the Foundation ot 
which they are built: He js a Foundation to them 
as well as to Believers, Ver. 10. of the ſame Chap 
ter. And this he is, that in all Things he migh 
have the Preheminence. The Father knew hin 
fit for ſo great a Buſineſs, and therefore he truſt 
him with the whole Concern ; he knew him to b 
'a Perſon of that Credit and valuable Reputation 
That he durſt, and did truſt him with the great 
eſt Concern that ever was undertaken ; an 
this muff needs put a great Worth and Valu 

upon him. | eee 
2. The Price and Value the Father put upot 
im, and ſet him at, farther appears, in that he 
accepted him as a full Satis faction to exact Juſticy 
tor the Sins of all the Elect. The Blood 
: . n r. a” e a 
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e Bleſſed Jeſus is of ſuch a Value, as that the 
ter readily accepted it as a full Satisfaction 
nis Juſtice, for all the Delinquencies of his 
ple: I. 53. 6. All we, lile Sheep. have gone a- 
, &c. And the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity 
„a. The Father knew him able to ſatisfy, 

Wd he has actually ſatisfied the utmoſt De- 
Wands of ſtricteſt Juſtice, obtained Eternal Redemp- 

Wn for us; and this he did by offering up his own 
od, Heb. 9. 12, 13, 14, 15. It was his own 

bod by which he entered into the Holy Place, 


= 


s it is ſaid of the Father, that he ſpared 
it bis own Son, &c. ſo here, the Son ſpared; not 
; own Blood; and the Father readily accepted 
Jas a Price Equivalent, a full Satisfaction to all 
e Demands of his Juſtice for the Sins of all | 
Mis People. The Blood of the Shepherd muſt go | 
tor | 

| 

| 


Ir the Sheep, the Blood of the Bridegroom 

e Bride, the Blood of the Phyſician for the Sick; 

e Blood of the Redeemer for the Ranſomed 
aptive : Nothing leſs would do, and this did the 
Vork fully and effectually. Chriſt hereby bought 

hem, made a Purchaſe of them; bought them 
om Priſon, paid their Debt, cancell'd all the 

Wonds that Juſtice could produce againſt them, 

e hereby cleanſed them, waſhed their Conſcien- 


ung God; for Dead Works can never be ac- 
Neptable or ſyitable to a Living God. Now, 
hriſt did all theſe for them; ſo that the excellent 
'ertue in his Blood, and the Price the Father 
t it at, accepting it as a full Satisfaction to 
divine: Juſtice, ſpeaks the Perſon. whoſe Blood 
was, to be highly Valuable, and very Precious, 
his account. We have this farther confirm, 
om 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Te were not Redeemed with 

8 corruptible 


ring obtained thereby Eternal Redemption: for | | | 
. 


es, Purged them from Dead Works, to ſerve the 134 
| 
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cerruptible Things, ar Silver and Gold; &ci but wii 
the Precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb wit hu 
Blemiſh, and without Spor, Silver and Gold ! alak, 
what are they! However ſo valued by Men, they 
bear no Price in this Matter; it muſt be ſome- 
thing truly Valuable, that the Father would ac. 


cept; for tho? he had a full Purpoſe to advance 
his Mercy, yet it was with a Salvo to his Juſtice W;j 


He never intended other, than that his Juſtice 
ſhould be ſatisfied to the utmoſt, and this pre- 
cious Blood did it effectually and honourably, and 
ſo he 1s ſaid to Save to the utmoſt, all that come unto 
God by him, ſering he ever liveth to make Interceſſun 
for them, Heb. 7. 25. Not only from the utter- 
moſt Bounds of the Power of Sin, and Miſery by 
it, but alſo from the utmoſt Demands of Juſt ice, 
ſeeing he is aſcended on High, fitting at the 
Right-Hand of the Father, and making Interceſ- 
ſion for them; which he had never been admitted 
to do, if he had not firſt ſatisfied all the Demands 


of Juſtice z and therefore we have this recorded In; 


to have been fully done by him, before he came 
there; Ver. 27. For this he did once, when he offered . 
up himſelf. So that by all this it appears, that 
this Pearl of Price, this one Pearl, Chriſt Jeſus, 
is of great Value with the Father, becauſe he has 
accepted him as a full Satisfaction for the Sins of 
all Believers that ever were, now are, or ever 
ſhall be in the World, | | 

Thus I have, according to the meaſure of Grace 
given me, ggne through thoſe Three Things men- 
tioned to be diſcourſed of, and handled in the 
Proſecution of the Doctrine inſiſted on; which 
were to ſhew, Ie 

1. In what Reſpects Jeſus Chriſt may be ſaid to 
be a Pearl, or how fitly comparcd to a Pearl. 


3 2. How, 


e e 
2. How, or in what Reſpects he tkcells all 0+ 
ther Pearls. «Sg 

3- How it ap that he is ſo precious. 

That which follows, is contain'd in the Divers 
nferences, Motives and Arguments to a quiet 
Reſignation of our ſelves to the Will of God, 
under all his diſappointing Providences, and a- 
gainſt an envious and fretful Temper of 7 5 

nder ſuch his Dealings, with other Practica 
Reflections on the Management of the Doctrine 
aid down : To which I now proceed. 

f it beſo, that Jeſus Chriſt is, and he alone is, 
the Pearl of great Price: Then, 

t. We may hence infer, how truly Rich are all 
rue Believers; al! they who have this Pearl, they, 
owever different their Circumſtances may be, in 

atters of this World, yet they all have this 
earl, and fo are truly Rich: You count em 
rich who have great Eſtates in Land, a great 

rade, and a great Stock wherewith to Manage 
all; and tho” the Things they Trade in and about 
ire compriſed in a little Rroom.as one that Trades 
in Silver, Gold, Pearls, and all manner of Jewels 
ind has a ſufficient Stock wherewith to Manage 
all this, he is reckon'd a Rich Man, as well as he. 
hat Trades in more bulky Commodities and 
makes a greater Nojſe and Buſtle in the World: 
Truly Sirs, ſo is the Chriſtian, the Honeſt- 
Leartea Believer, whether rich or poor in the 
World, he is the truly tich and wealthy Perſon ; 
he has an Intereſt in, and Title to this Pearl 
ot great Price, which makes him truly rich, rich 
indeed; this is the great Merchant, the rich 
Merchant of all others; and to illuſtrate this, 
onſider, 1 k 

t. He is the Higheſt Trader; You that under- 


ſtand Merchandize, you count em great Mer- 
* chants 
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chants that have a great Trade into many Parts 
of the World, that Trade into the Eaſt and Weſt⸗ 
Indies, into Turkey, Ruflia, and | know not what 
other Parts of the World, beſides theſe nearer th; 
Home; thoſe you ſay- are great Merchants, be-. ce! 
cauſe they Trade in Comodities of great Value Va 
and require a prodigious Stock wherewith to ma. Hi 

nage all theſe Affairs: Well, allow you all this, thai ou 
they are great and high Tradess, yet what ſay youll fid: 
to ſuch a Man your Neighbour, who probably ma 
you think drives no great Trade, you believe hin tha 
to be an honeſt Man, a good Neighbour, and th anc 
like, but you never took him to be a great Trader tur 
you allow him to be a Religious Man, one thai the 


makes Conſcience of his Walk and Ways, and me 

of his Word, but yet yon think him to be bel 

little too Zealous, too ſtrict in Matters of Reli anc 

gion, and hence you conclude he is no grealff in, 

Dealer, for if he were, his Buſineſs wou'd nol the 

permit him to ſpend ſo much Time in unne hor 

ceſſary Matters of Religion, he wou'd find himſelf the 

other Buſineſs in his Ware-Houſe, and Counfl Th 

'ting-Houſe, than to trifle his Time away aboi the 

ſuch Impertinencies. Now Sirs, if you will tak the 

the Word of one, whom vou will allow in Mo Ne 

-deſty, to be at leaſt as Wile, if not Wiſer tha en 

4 four ſelves, you will find that you are qui} Tr 
"4 iſtaken_in the Man, and that ſuch are the on Pri 
High Traders of all others, they are the Word Ret 
1 of the wiſe King Solomon, a Perſon not to if 
ll deſpiſed either for want of Excellency of Wi but 
1 dom, or [Dignity of his Perſon : You have ei the 
1 Prov. 3. 13, 14, 15. Happy is the Man that finde en 
Viſdom, which is none other but Chriſt jeſus ti Us 
} Wiſdom of the Father, 1 Cor. 1. 24. For are 
| Merchandize of it, is better than the Merehandizve WY Ch 
" Silver, aum the Gain thereof, than fine Gold. Sh no 
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more” precious than "Rubies, and all the Things. thay 
canſt deſire, are not to be compared to her. Now, 
at what think you ? Is not the Chriſtian, the Believer 
er that Trades to Heaven, that has his great Con- 
e. cerns and Buſineſs there, that Trades in this 
e Valuable, never to be valued Pearl, is he not an 
High Trader? One that really and in very Deed 
a out-does all the great Merchants in the City be- 
ſides, who deal not that Way ? Probably there 
may be ſome great Dealers, eminent Merchants, 
that have their Ware-Houſes and Cellars full, 
and they may have a quick Trade, Ready Re- 
turns, frequent and freſh Orders coming to 
their Hands from their Correſpondants and Chap- 
men in the Country, or Beyond-Sea; they may 
beſides all this, have a good Account that ſuch, 
and ſuch Ships, as they are greatly concern'd 
in, are ſafely arriv'd at their deſired Port, and 
the Wind ſtanding fair for others Homeward- 
bound, they hope to have a good Account of 
them, and of their ſafe Arrival in a few Days : 
Theſe Things in Conjunction make them value 
themſelves as great Traders, and they think 
themſelves happy in all theſe Things, and all their 
Neighbonrs about em, have the ſame Opinion ot 
*m as themſelves; but yet the Chriſtian that 
Trades in this Commoditie, in this Pearl of great 
Price, be drives a greater Trade, and has better 
Returns than all theſe amount to: Their Returns, 
if all come ſafe Home (as it often does not) are 
but Things that at beſt will make em Rich for 
their Lives ; they cannot take them along with 
em into the Grave; there is neither Room nor 
Uſe for them there; but the Believer's Riches 
are his, now and for ever, Peace and Joy, 
Chriſt . Jeſus, all he is, and all he has, theirs 


now, and for ever, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. Things 
| 2 e preſent 
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ent, and Things to come, all are yours. They 
Nabe 2 little Knowledge hereof by their En- ien 
joyment of theſe Things now, which is but a Wy h 
Taſte of them; the full Draughts of theſe MW 
Rivers of Pleaſure, are reſery'd for that State of e i 
Glory when they ſhall be ever with the Lord; Wi 
but Oh, how does it now Rejoyce them to ſee e 
the King in his Beauty! to fit down with their cane 
Beloved, and hold a little ſweet Converſe with Had 
him! to fit down under his Shadow, is great Delight 
to them, and his Fruit is ſmeet unto their Taſte; ſo Nad 
that they are the higheſt Traders of all others, Wen, 
in as much as they Trade in the richeſt Com- 
Modities, 

2, The Believer is not only the higheſt Tra- 
der, but he is the higheſt Bidder, and this ſpeaks 
him out to be the greateſt Merchant; he ſees 
an Excellency and Vertue in this Pearl, that 
engages his Soul to part with all for him: He 
bids higheſt of all others; ſome bid for Chriſt, 

* but they bid like ſome mean Chapmen, who look 
at a Commodity, and they cou'd like it well 
enough, if it were not for the Price; but this 
they cannot comply with; they bid ſo poorly, fo 
tow, ſo undervaluingly, as he that has the Diſ- 


= . poſe of it, preſently lays it by, out of their Sight; 
| ſo here, ſome have Chrift ſet before them in 
0 open Market, they have the Tenders of Grace, 


Chriſt propoſed in the Goſpel, and upon what 

fair and reaſonable Terms he is to be had, and 

; they cou'd find in their Hearts to give ſome- 
= what for him: Yea, they would part with al] 
== Their Scandalons, Sins for him, but there are 
f ſome particular Evils, their profitable Sins or 
their Secret pleaſant Sins, (as they count em) 
they know not how to live and part with theſe ; 
8&d is this all they'll give ? Truly this is Low, 
AI — 
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Ty low bidding; another comes, and he takes a 
jew of Chriſt, hears of the Benefits to be had 
y him; Freedom from Hell and Wrath, this he 
kes well enough, and is indeed the beſt Thing 
e ſees in him, ard on this Account he fall a 
idding too, and he bids ſomewhat higher than 
he other: He'l not only part with his own 
andalous Sins, but he'l walk ſoberly, righteouſly 
nd honeſtly towards Men in the World,. and 
erform many religious Duties into the bargain, 
nd all this he'l give to have Chriſt and Hea- 
en, and Eternal Happineſs by him, and Free- 
om from Hell and Wrath, which are the 
reat Things he aims at all this while; but 
here is one particular Evil, one Sin he loves 
dove all the reſt, let him but have that, and 
ke all elſe, and he't be as conſtant in a Round 
f ontward Duties as any one, to Boot, to 
rike up the Bargain; this is ſtill below the Price, 
will not do; another comes, and he goes yet 
ther, and he bids the giving all his Sins that 
e is convinc'd of by the Moral Law, or by his 
wn Natural Conſcience, and he'l keep that quiet 
poſſible, and he thinks this fairly bidden, and 
it is, but yet not. high enough; he has his 
wn Righteouſneſs, his legal Performances of 
Puties, and his Moral Honeſty, and theſe he 
an by no Means give up; if he muſt part with 
heſe, that is, if he muſt renounce em in Point 
{ Juſtification (for otherwiſe they are honour- 
dle and commendable) and rely wholly on Ehriſt 
clus to juſtify him in the Sight of God, this is 
Price he cannot come up to, nor comply with, 
id therefore rather than have him on ſuch Terms 
e go without him: This was the Caſe of, 
de Ruler of whom we Read; Luke 18. 18 Co. 
e had gone a great Way in Religion, had kept 
| himſelf 


840 


3 from ſcandalous Sins, and not only f 

any Thing further that h 
to, till it came to his Darling 
Sin, and this he cou'd not part with; he was rich 


ut was for doin 
mou'd be directe 


in his outward Performance and Obſervance 9 
the Moral Law; he had made a flonriſhing Pro. 


feſſion, and how to part with bis own Righ- 


teouſneſs, and legal Performance of Duties, (which 
beſides his Worldly Riches, were very valuable 
to him) he cou'd: not tell, and therefore away 
he goes in a Pet, and we hear no more of him 
Now the true Chriſtian, he comes and takes: 
View of this Pearl of great Price, he ſets the 
Proſpect of Faith, to the Eye of his Soul, and 
he ſees the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be All-gloriou 
the lovelieſt Perſon that ever his Eyes beheld, 
His Perſonal Excellencies are ſuch, as if it wer 
poſſible for them to be abſtracted from the Bene 
fits that come by him, that they engage his Soul 
after him; the Man is fallen in Love with him 
and he muſt have him on any Terms, and there 
fore the Terms of the Goſpel he complies with 
Divine Goodneſs and Power helps him to accept 
of Chriſt, his Bleſſed Saviour, on his own Term; 
and he willingly parts with all his Sins, even 
Thing of Self, every Thing that invades th 
Honour and Glorious Dignity of Chriſt the Me 
diator, it ſhall all go. I 

3. As the Believer is the higheſt Trader, ani 
the higheſt Bidder, ſo alſo he is the ſureſt Trader 
he Trades moſt ſafely of all others. 'A Ma 
may probably be a great Man, a rich Merchatt 
this Year, but ſome unforeſeen Blaſts of a cot 
trary Wind may turn the Scale; may turn tis 


Stream and Channel of his Affairs, and he become 


quite otherwiſe ; the Fire may Burn (of whid 
we have had ſome late Inſtances ia this great Citi 
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x the Water may Drown, or ſome expenſive 
uit of Law may waſte his Eſtate, or make him 
uncaſy in the Enjoyment of what is left: Or, he 
may. have to do with bad Chapmen, may let out 
his Money, and get a falſe Security put into his 
ands, and ſo be trick'd out of his Eſtate, or a 
conſiderable part of it; but the Believer, he is the 
fafeſt Trader of all others, his Treaſure cannot 
de conſum'd by the Fire, nor ſunk in the Water; 
this Pearl bears all the Charge of the Suit that is 
commenc'd againſt himz Anſwers all the Pleas 
that, are brought in againſt him : Let the broken 
la of God, the Juſtice of God, the Clamours 
Hof his own Conſcience, bring in their ſeveral Ac- 
MF cuſations againſt him (as they have all enough to 
MW alledge) and let the Devil Sum up the Evidence 
Jof all theſe, and urge the ſtrongeſt Accuſation 
that his Craft and Malice can Invent ; yet this 
one Pearl ſilences all thoſe Pleas - that can be 
brought againſt a poor Believing Sinner, Rom. 8. 
3, &c. Mh ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
God's Eleft ? It is God that juſtifieth,” mh ſhalt 
condemn ? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that 
is riſen again, who is even at the Right-Hand of 
God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us, ſo that 
here are all the Pleas that do come, or can come, 
anſwer d, they are all provided for in Chriſt, If 
a Man have a chargeable Suit at Law you know 
it makes much for him to have a Friend in the 
Court, eſpecially ſuch a Friend as will eſpouſe 
his Cauſe, and is able to Anſwer all the Pleas 
that come in againſt him: Now, ſuch a Friend 
has the Believer of Chriſt Jeſus, this Pearl of 
great Price, the Challenge is very general, Who 
hall lay any Thing to the Charge of God's Rlect? 
And who' it he that cende mneth? And then ano- 
ther. Thing chat makes the Believer to be ſuch a 


great, 
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great, thriving and ſuccesful Trader, is, thy 

e has never any bad Dehts fall on his Hang 

he never takes any bad Security: And hen 
we may obſerve, that the great God, dy Vertu , 
of his free and faithful Promiſe, is pleas'd to be. 
come his Debtor, as he is conſider d in Chrif 
his Head, in whom all the. Promiſes are mad 
to the Members, for the Promiſes are all Tea ail 
Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Cor. 1. 20. and Held 
10. 23. He is faithful that-hath promiſed, and vi 
cannot deny himſelf, and he will not deny hir Work 
on which he hath cauſed his Children to hope,” we 
have à great Word to this Purpoſe, Heb. 6. 13 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18. For when God made Promiſe i 
Abraham, becauſe he cou'd ſmear by no greater, . 
fware by himſelf, ſaying, ſurely Bleſſing, I will ble 
-thee, or as ſome Marginal Notes obſerve fron 
the Hebrew Text, from which this is taken, 
Gen. 22. 17, I will-bleſs thee, aud bleſs thee agai, 
as much as if he ſhou'd ſay, I will bleſs the 
over and over; bleſs thee now, bleſs thee fu Obe 
ever: Lea, I will never have done Bleſſiq 
Thee; and what was the Event of all this St 
 _curity which God gives, v. 15. tells us, Af ha 
he hid patiently endured, he obtain d the Promiſe Ml... 
for Men verily ſwear by the greater, and an Out. 
for Confirmation is to them an End of all Strife, whert 
in, God willing, more abundantly ro ſhew unto tu and 
 Heilpf Promiſe; the Immutabulity of his Counce, ſou 
- confirm d it by an Oath, that Two im mut ab. thir 
Tings in which it was impoſivle for God to he, N 
© mignt hade ſtrong” Conſolation to lay hold on the HittMs,c. 
ſet before w. Here is the Imutability of bog 
Word, Which is as Sacred, and as binding to hlu G0 
as his Oath 3 and for further Security and Con Spit 
- firmation of the Truth and Reality of the Promik; 
© and to ſhew bow reſolved he is fully to = 
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cem, be fuperadds his Oath, that we might 
J tr have Conſolation, but ſtrong Conſola- 
ion. Thus the Holy God is pleas'd of his Grace 
to become a Debtor to his People, by vertue of 
"Wis Fromiſe': We have a pattern of this, in that 
roh; Ho freely does he deal with God ? 
o he charges the Promiſe home upon him? 
"Wow heartily, and in good earneſt, does he plead 
rich bin? © Ger. 32. 9. 12. O Lord God of my 
"Father Abraham, and God of my Father Jſaac : How 
hc infinuates himſelf into an Intereſt in God, as 
is Father's God, and his oπ u God? The Lord 
ich ſaid unto me, Return, q. d. Lord, l am now 
going the Way thou ſend'ſt me, and thou told'ſt 
ee, thou would?ft deal well with me; and, Lord, here's 
8 Eſau coming againſt me with a Band 
of Four Hundred Men, enongh to deſtroy me, 
ind all that belongs to me; and I am conſcious 
o myſelf that I have exaſperated bim; bur yer, 
Lord, thou bad'ſt me go this very Way, and in 
Obedience to thy Word, I ain now going to my 
puntry, and to my Kindred, and thou ſaid'ſt, 7 
ll ſurely do thee Good. Mark | how home he 
harges the Promiſe upon God ! Thou , /aid'ſt, I 
ill ſurely do thee Good. As if he had ſaid ; Lord, 
thou putteſt me upon this very Journey, Fam now 
going with my Wives and Children, my Flocks 
and Herds, 1 had never taken this ſo hazardous a 
Journey, but that thou encpurag'd me in it, I have 
thine own Word and Promiſe for my Security 
Thou ſaid'ſt, I will ſurely do thee Good; and fee the 
Succeſs he had with God, how bravely he comes. 
off, Ver. 26, 26, 27. He keeps on wreſtling with 
God, as a mighty Prince, and prevails, and the 
Spirit of God ownes him as ſuch; A 4 Prince 
Paſt thou Power with God, and with Men, and haſt 


prevailed, and therefore thy Name ſhall be no more 
G J=cob 
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Jacob a Worm, but Iſracl a Prince, and he bleſſal 
um there, juſt upon the ſpot; ſo that this Inſtanq 
does greatly illuſtrate what. I am upon, That th 

true Believer is the richeſt Trader, the richeſ 

Merchant, for he always has good Security, never 
has any bad Debts fall on his Hands, in his Chiti 

| ſtian Capacity. 1 Aitor en gtd off Wi 

| 2. If it be fo, that Jeſus Chriſt is, and he + 
lone is, the Pearl of great Price, then from hen 
5 we may infer, what a wonderful Grace of God i; 
this to poor Believers, that he gives his Son to 
them, this Pearl to them, and for them. Gd 
loved the World, as that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh 
bat have everlaſting Life,” God fo loved the World 
ſo as cannot be exprefs'd, ſo as cannot be conceiv's 
John 3. 16. Not barely, God loved the World, 
and gave his Son, this ſeems too low to ſet of 
the Riches, the unſearchable Riches of his Grace; 
but he /o loved the World, after ſuch an amazing 
and unaccountable manner, that he gave his on! 
begotten Son; yea, and Chriſt gives himſelf for 
Enemies. This is Love to be adored, Love to be 
admired ; *tis aſtoniſhing Love; had it been for 
his Friends, it would not ſo have ſet off this Love, 
but it was for Enemies. Rom. 5. 8. But God 
commendeth his Love towerds us, in that whale we wert 
et Sinners, Chriſt died for us. Ver. fo. If while ne 
were yet Enemies, we were reconciled unto God, by 
the Death of his Son, &c. God gave his Son, 
and the Son gave himſelf, to reconcile us when 
we were Enemies: To reconcile us, mark it! Not 
becavſe we were his Friends, and were recon- 
ciled to him; but to make us Friends, to recon 
cile us to himſelf, and fo are us hy his Liſe, as 
it follows, by his glorious Reſurrection, whereby 


” 
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he was inp to be the Son of God with Power, 
and that he has made à glorious Conqueſt over ali 
the Powers of Darkness, and that in our Nature, 
and as our Surety and Mediator, and in our Place 
and Stead, and for our Uſe, has ſatisfied all the 
Demands of Juſtice, and was therefore legally 
diſcharged, and releaſed out of the Priſon of the 
Grave, as our Surety, and we in him: And far- 
ther, that in our Name and Stead, and for us, he 
eeitered into the Holy Place, as our Fore. runner, 
vl Having obtained eternal Redemption for us, Heb. 9. 12. 
toll compared with Chap. 6. 20. Now, for God to 
give his Son for Enemies, this enhances the Grace, 
and ſets it off with the greateſt Glory. Suppoſe: 
„a great Prince ſhould be ſo kind to a Company 
of Traytors, worthily condemn'd to dye, and the 
Day for their Execution was appointed, the 
Gallows erected, and the Executioner attendin 
to do his Office, and a great Concourſe of Peo- 
ple were aſſembled to ſee the pronounced Sen- 
tence executed, and all this to be fully and 
punctually obſerved, unleſs it could be ſuſpended 
and * retrieved, - upon the account of ſome wor- 
thy Perſon that ſhould give up himſelt to dye 
tor theſe Delinquents, and take their Sentence 
voluntarily upon himſelf; and at laſt, ſuch an one 
as is a Perſon of Worth, ſhould come and offer 
himſelf out of Pity to theſe wretched ' condemned 
Criminals, to dye in their room and ſtead, this 
would be an unheard-of Teſtimony of Love: But 
yet more amazing, if the offended Prince ſhould 
give up bis Son, his own and only Son, Heir- 
Apparent to the Crown: This would be 4 De- 
monſtration of Love none could ever have look d 
for. Well, this is the Caſe of poor, loſt, un- 
done, treacherous and rebellious Sinners, who - 
have been taken in the very Act of Rebellion, 
( G 2 — up 


"— PER $4 — * CD —— — 1 0 — — 


up in Arms againſt their Rightful Lord and 
ereign, and by the Equity of the Law, under 

2 juſt Sentence of Condemnation: Now, what 
does the Father do in this Caſe ? He gives his Son, 
his own Son, his only Son, this Pearl of great 
Price, and for this End, to redeem Ioft Sinners, 
that the Glory of his Grace may be advanced in 
their Salvation. Is not this matchleſs Love! 
== Grace! Grace to be adored and ad- 
mir ed! 951 eee 

Uſe 2. The Second Uſe: is of Exhortation, 
If it be ſo, that Jeſus Chriſt is, and he alone is the 
Pearl of great Price, and that from hence we may 
infer the Happineſs of all Believers, and the Grace 
of God in the Gift ot Chriſt for them and to them, 
as has been ſhewed already, then this may be of 
„ 7 ol ods: 

1. Firſt, To a quiet Deportment under all our 
Circumſtances, be they whatever they are; they 
that have this Pearl, this one Pearl af great Price, 
may look upon themſelves under the greateſt Ob- 
ligation ot all others to be well contented, and to 
ſay with, the Pſalmiſt David, Pſal. 76. 5, 6+ The 
Lord is the Portion of my Inheritance, &c. The Lines 
are fallen unto. me in pleaſant Places; yea, I, have 4 
goodly Herirage: They who have this Pearl, who 
is of ſuch Vertue, Uſe and Excellency, ſurely they 
need not be diſcontented without a confluence of 
the Pebbles of this World; 1 4 11 

And as there are Chriſtians under variety of 
Circumſtances, as to the Things of this World, ta 
I would offer ſomething to them diſtinctiy, under 
ſuch their Circumſtances, both to the Poor and to 
the Rich, confider'd as, ſuch, in reſpeck of theip 
preſent State of Affairs im this World. 

I. And I begin ſirſt with the Poor, becauſe 
they woſt commorly want a little Help this 
40 0 . 
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ray, to put them in mind of their Priyileges, and. 
0 engage them to bear the preſent hard Provi- 
Jences They. labour under, with Quietneſs and Re- 
nation. n ie e 8 N 6b Fr $954 4 
— And what I ſhall ſay firſt to ſuch, and to my 


ayy the Condition of Worldly, Wealthy, 
hriſtleſe Men and Women; do not envy that 
roſperity they have, Tis true, they may have 
eat Trades, quick and profitable Returns, 
feat Incomes from their Honourable Poſts: and 
tions in the World: They may have High 
pployments in the City, or Place where they 


change, or at Court, or in the City; or they. 


lay Live in the Country, and have prodigious: 


tops, thriving, Flocks and Herds, and all things 
ay run ſmooth with them, and be according to 
cir Will; and this the Pſalmiſt Aſaph obſer ved, 
d. 73+ and it had like to bave made him make a. 
ry talſe Step, a falſe Conſtruction of the Pro- 
dence of God, it ſtagger'd him fore, his Feet 
re een almoſt gone, his Steps had well-nigh ſlipt, 
7, 2. And he honeſtly tells the reaſon of. this 
Danger, Ver. 3. For I was envious at the Fooliſh, , 
n I ſam the Proſperity of the Wicked. He, tho? 
good Man, was hard put to it to refrain 
dm envying the thriving State of wicked 
a, and by reaſon of the Remainder of Cor- 
tion in the moſt Eminent Chriſtians, this 
ation is not unneceſſary; for he found him- 

in great Hazard thereby, till he went into the 
Autry of God, and then he underſtood their End; 
u ſetteſt them 1 caſteſt them down 
. Theſe great Things they may 
e, hut then confider, they are their Portion, 
the Good that God intends them. Abraham, 


vou 
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wn Heart herein, is, To exhort them not to 


fe, and this makes them appear Great at the. 
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you know, gave Gifts unto the Sons of his Concubinei 
and when he had fo done, he ſem em away; thei 
were not to are with Iſaac in the Inheritance 
he intended al! that for him, Gen. 25. 5, 6. Bull 
he gave Gifts to the reſt, and ſent them awa 
from Iſaac, that they ſhould not ſhare the Inhe 
ritance with him. So God, (that I may allude ti 
this of Abraham) he gives Men of the Worll 
their Gifts, and theſe are all they are like to have 
the Inheritance, the Al that God has, is for th 
true Iſaacs, for the Heirs of Promiſe. You mg 
obſerve from the Pſalm now cited, Pſal. 73. thi 
after the Pſalmiſt had, in many Particulars, 
numetrated the great Proſperity of the Wicket 
and had as it were entered into a Detail of then 
in the Catalogue he there preſents us with, ag 
had made ſome dark Reflections on his own mei 
Circumſtances, that he was hard put to it, to fn 
the Divine Providence from this fooliſh Cenſun 
and to underſtand how Things ſhould be ſo od 
dealt, and be conſiſtent with the Divine Juſti 
he was feady to conclude, that he, for his pat 
had walk'd in a harmleſs, unblameable Conve 
ſation, and to no purpoſe, for Things were qui 
othervnſe with him: Ver. 13, 14. For all the U 
long have I been plagued, and thaftened every Mor 
ing. But yet he recollects himſelf, and thoug 
he muft ſurely be miſtaken; though he for t. 
preſent could not ſee how it ſhould be: Ver. 
IFT ſay F will ſpeak” thus, behold” I ſhould offtnd 
Cainſt the Generation of thy Children. As much 
if he ſhöuld ſay, 1 know thy worthy Servan 

have always given an honourable Account of the 
and thy Ways, and therefore Tam confident the 
is Tomewhat more in theſe Things than at p 
ſent I can ſee, but yet he can give no toleral 
Mr 8 JET Accou . 
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Account hew, or why it ſhould be ſo, till, he 


im in the way of his Duty, and then he under- 
ood their End; Ver. 7. what was it? Thon 
exteſt- them in ſlippery Places, thou caſteſt them down 
n Deſtruction. As much as if he ſhould ſay; 
ts true, they ſeemed to be the only Men in 


inces: He did as it were take them into his 
ums, and dandle them upon the Knee of his 
ayourable Providence, but all this was but for 
Time; and therefore when the Seaſon comes 
herein he would have them know his Juſt, Re- 
entment, he takes them and caſts them down in- 
o Deſtruction. They had their Portion, che Pro- 
ts and Riches of this World, and theſe were all 
hat God intended them; and a poor Portion 


iſtreſſecd Man Aſaph, comes to recover, and re- 
ollect himſelf, how is he aſhamed. of his for- 
er Miſtakes in this Matter? Ver. 22. So fool ſh 
as I; and ſouxignorant, I was even as 4 Beaſt before 
hee. And when he looks upon G OD as his 
portion, notwithſtanding ail his other Difficulties, 
ow does he break forth into an Extaſy of joy! 
er, 25, 26. Whom have 1 in Heaven, but thee? And 
here is none on Earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
He is ſo far from envyiag the Happineſs of 
icked proſperous Men in the World, as that he 
hinks all their Glory was not worth a. Wiſh; he 
as fo well pleaſed in his own Portion, as he con- 
temns all their worldly Riches and Grandeur. 
dee what a quite different Portion wicked Men 
dave, however ſo Great and Honourable in the 
orld, and it is a dreadful one, we have it P/al. 
17. compared with P/al. 11. 6. Ihe Wicked 
ball be turned into Hell, ſays the former Place, like 

| a 


Lt 


rent into the Sanctuary of God, and waited. on 


he Fayour of God, by their-outward Circume 


heſe Things were: But when the fame fretting - 
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but when they grew Great and Rich in 


ſo Stout and Huffy in their Looks and Carriag 


4444 2 6-64) 4 
4 Malefactor condemn'd, and come to the Plad 
of Execution, the Executionef has him upon 

Ladder, with a Rope about his Neck, and tur 
bim off in an Inſtant; ſo ſhall it be with even 
wicked Man; his Greatneſs and Grandeur tu 
not exempt him, hut he ſhall be turned im 
Hell. And if we look into the ather Text, wi 
ſhall ſte what a Portion they are like to Have 
Upon the Wicked he fhall rain Snares, Fife'an 
Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempest, this ſhall 
the Portion of their Cup; and a fad Portion it is 
So John, Chap. 21. 30. The Wicked' is reſerved 


I 


the Day of Deſtruftion ; he ſhall be brought forilMr: 
to the Day of Vengeance, like a notorious Crimifiy: 
gal, convict of Treaſon ; he is kept and reſervelit! 
to the Day of Execution: So it is with wick to 
unrepenting Sinners; the Sentence is pronoun in 


on them, but they are not preſently executed 
they may be reprieved for ſome Time, but th 
Execution-Day will come; for if they are R 
ſerved, not Preſerved, but Reſer ved as Objects 
Divine Diſpleaſure, which will have a full Strok 
at them; they ſhall be brought out as Perſoi 
ſentenced to the Day of Wrath, and Revelation | 
the Righteous Judgment of God. And are the 
nga fit Objects for your Envy, think you? Sun 
Y no. | kW 
2. Conſider that the great Things that th 
have in the World, may be an aggravation 
their Sin; they may be a Fuel to their Luſts; 
ſome Men, while they are in mean Circumſta 
ces, were very Affable and Courteous, very kig 
and obliging to all their Neighbours about then 


World, they became mighty Proud and Sur) 


1 
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that there was no'fcoming near em for their 
former poor Acquaintance, they carried it with 
ſuch an Air of contempt and diſdain to ſuch, as 
they knew not how to ſpeak to them, and not 
only ſo, but became Vexatiot : nd Troubleſome 
among their poor Neighbours; they think 
they are not only ahle to cope with them, but 
able alſo to ſink them in a vexatious and charge- 
able Suit at Law, be it 1 * or Wrong: There 
are ſuch Perſons in the World, as your own Ob- 
ſervance will eaſily tell you their Names and where 
they lier. Now, think you, are not theſe-Men 
worſe, and not better for their Riches? I'le wars 
rant you, whateyer they themſelves think -of it, 
yet all their Neighbours about 'em think ſoz and 
thus their Proſperity becomes Fuel to their Luſts, 
to their Pride and Oppreſſion, and ſo it might be 
inſtancd in many other Sins, in Wantonneſfs, 
Drunkenneſs, and other chargeable Debaucheries, 
hey cou'd not maintain theſe coſtly Sins, if it 
ere not for their proſperous Eſtates in the 

orld; and hence many young Gentlemen who 
livd very orderly and ſoberly, while under the 
ye, and in the Hand of their Fathers or Go- 
ernors, who had their Eſtates in Cuſtody, when 
theſe come to get their Portions and Inheritance 
ato their own Hands, they make a woeful 
Declenſion from their former Sobriety, and 
ow they.think they can very well afford to 'main- 
ain * Sins, which they cou'd not do 
fore: They can afford, after they have ſpent 
all, or moſt of the Night in lewd Company, 
o lie in their Beds till Noon, and then get up 
and Dreſs themſelves, and hardly that, before 


Dinner ; then after they 7 6 diverted themſelves 
| De 66 
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attending them. 0 
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2 while, go to the Tavern, and ſit there til 
Evening, that they go to the Play-Houſe, or elſe 


ramble about the Town for a Whore, or ſend out 


2 pimp to cully for them, and this is their Courſe 
of. Life, and they think they can well maintain it, 


they ſhould not elſe know what to do with their 


plentiful Eſtates, to make Rven at the Year's End, 
and thus their vaſt Incomes and Wealth, becomes 
2 Snare to them, as we have it, Pfal. 11. 6. 
newly cited, Opon the Wicked he ſhall Rain Sjtares, 
which may admit (among other) of an Tfterpre- 
tation ſuitable to the Matter in Hand, that their 


| plentiful Fſtates, their Honey-falls (as they Call 


em) often come down with a Shower of Snares 
N 4 119746 1 | 


3. Envy not the thriving State of wicked 


Men in the World, tor I dare ſay you wou'd 


not change States with them, what think you! 
Cou'd you be ſo little the Friends of your own 

ecious and immortal Souls, as to put your ſelves 
in the wretched Circumſtances of a' profligate 
Sinner, becauſe you ſee him live great in the 
World? He may have the Pleaſures that this 
World can afford, but what wou'd theſe do td 
Anſwer the Caſe of your precious Souls? Cou'd 
you find in your Hearts to put your Souls, in 
their Soul's ſtead ? Surely upon a ſerious and 
deliberate Conſideration, yon con'd not commit 


ſuch an Error, and if yon cannot, nor wil 


do this, if it were poſſible, then ſurely yon ſer 
ſomething - preferable in your preſent State to 
theirs, whatſoever your Straits are; and beſides, 


| thoſe Pleaſures which are ſo charming to them, 


are no way ſuitable and agreeable to the Spirit 
of a Chriſtian. Many Things they make 2 
ET on Pleaſur 


— — 


|  - 
Pleaſure of, wou'd be a Trouble, yea, a Torment, 

to a graciqus Soul, the Channel of his Affections 
tuns quite another Way, and they ate Pleaſures of 
another Nature that delight his Soul, Pſal. 94. 19. 
Thy Comforts delight my Soul, and ſo the Spouſe, 
Cant. 2. 3. I ſate down under bis Shadam, with great 
Delight, and his Fruit was ſweet unto my Taſte. And 
thus it is with every gracious Soul, when in a 
right Frame: Chriſt and the Promiſes, his 
Converſe and Communion with God, the preſent 
Views he has of Divine Love and Grace, and 
the Hope he has of Glory to come, and what 
he ſhall then be, raiſe his Joy to a greater Pitch 
than all the Frantick Pleaſures of this World 
can do, and therefore the Believer, who has 
Chriſt; this Pearl of great Price, has no Rea- 
on. to envy the State and Condition of wicked 
en, who all, while ſuch, want Chriſt, and 
herefore are Objects of Pity, and not of Envy. 

2. A ſecond Word of Exhortation or Advice, 

o the poor Believer, to him that is poor in 
he World (for 1 cannot call kim, nor allow him 

o be called poot otherwiſe, becauſe he is rich 

n Faith; rich in the Promiſe, an Heir of God, 
ma Joynt Heir with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17: and 
herefore has the beſt Title to the beſt Riches) IF! 
s this, Do not fret under worldly Diſapoint- 14 
nents: God may, in his Providence, take away bl 
orldly Accomodations from you, and whelm 
you. under ſuch mean Circumſtances as you have 
ot formerly been acquainted with, but does he 
ake his Son from you? Does he ſtrip. you of 
your former worldly Priviledges, and take this 
Peart of Price from you too? No, no, this he 
lb nerer do, having * given you his Son, he 
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will never revoke the Gift, nor cancel the Deed 
of Conveyance; and ſeeing: he continues this 
Pearl to you, then do not fret under his Deal. 
ings of Providence with yon in other Matters 
It is like enough you have overvalued theſe 
Things, and your Eſteem for Chriſt: has been 
thereby abated : Now, God will not bear it, to 
have his Son, the greateſt Pledge of his Love 
he cou'd give yon, or had to give you, he will 
not bear it to have his Glory, his Lovelineſs 
eclips'd by any Creature Enjoyment, and there. 
ſore he may, and often does withdraw thoſe Ob: 
jects which we are ſo apt to overprize, and thereby 

darken and ſhade his Sons Glory ; and if you can 
have ſo good and honourable Thoughts of God 
in his Diſpenſations of Providence towards you, as 
thus to think of him, ſurely you will ſee that youlho 
have no Cauſe to Fret, that you have the grea- 
ter Advantage of ſeeing that Excellency andWit 
Matchleſs Beauty that is in Chriſt Jeſus. And 
to Help you and my own Soul againſt this un- 
mannerly, as well as uncomfortable Sin of Fret- 


ting under worldly Diſappointments, let us con- me 
. hder the following Particulars, as Arguments 24th: 
gainſt 1t. 8 the 
1. Conſider, it reffects Diſhonour upon God, Or 

a Father wou'd think himſelf diſnonour'd by hi ane 
Son, who when he had made a Conveyance oi thi 
his Whole Eſtate to him, he wou'd not give hinWtin 
leave fo gratify his Mercenary Servants, Wo car 
ferve him for nothing elſe but what they mul ſuc 
have for a Day's Work, and quit all their Pre La 
tenſions to any further Right at Night; thuſdec 
it is with the wicked Worldling, God makes uk 
$ 


of him to be ſome Way or other Serviceable it 
; 13 th 


» 
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1 
ed Whe World, and for this he has the Accomodati- 
ns of it, and in it; he has the Profits and Ad- 
rantages thereof, and it is all he cares for, and 
a he looks for ö bat the 725 will expire, and 
hen he has no farther Title to any of theſe 
hings, the Evening is coming faſt upon him, 
and at Night he muſt go to his Place, his Body to 
tre Grave, and his Soul to Hell and Wrath; and 
ill you not give God leave (who has the Right 


eto diſpoſe of theſe Things, and does difpoſe of 
e- em without any Wrong to you) will you not 
ba fay, give him leave to diſpoſe of his own 


ifts, but you muſt fret at it, becauſe you have 
not all yon think wou'd do you good, in which 
you may be widely Miſtaken ; what a diſhonour- 
able Deportment is this to you towards God, and 
how unbecoming your ſelves! For, | 
1. Firſt, It diſhonours his Wiſdom ; what ts 
it elfe but an arraigning the Attribute of his 
Wiſdom, a bringing it to your Bar, and telling 
God in Plain Engliſh, as we ſay, that he might 
haye manag'd the diſpofal of thoſe Things with 
more Prudence, and to better Ends and Purpoſes 
than he has done ? Do you indeed think it meet 
that the infinite Wiſdom of God ſhould conſult your 
Oracle? That he ſhould ask your Advice, how, 
Wand where, to difpenſe theſe Things? Do you 
olthink' he onght to have had Regard to your Sen- 
"Ftiments and Opinion in the Caſe? Surely you 
cannot, you dare not ſpeak out with your Mouths 
uch Matters; but it - og th.cy are too much the 
language of your Hearts, and. your fretting thus 
1 declares it, ſo that 'tis an Affront to the Di- 
vine Wiſdom, it diſhonours the Attribute of 
lis Wiſdom, and therefore highly chargable. 1 
2. AS 
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2. As it reflects Diſhogour: on the Wiſdom, (oi; 
on the Goodneſs and Kindnek of. God. Whey 1 
is the Language of your fretful, wrangling, al 
Ye Spirits, but that he is hot ſo good, ti, 
kind to you, as you took him. to be? The Tn 
did many great and wonderful Things for Ira, 
of old, he brought em out of Egypt, froni thai; 
moſt cruel Bondage and Task-maſters there; | 
brought em after a, wonderful Manner th 
the Red-Sea, deſtroyed their Enemies the ER 
tian reeking hot in Fury purſuing them, cool'd all; 
the Flame of their Wrath in the Sea; provide 
for the ſame Hraelites wonderfully in the Wi 
derneſs; heaps many Favours upon them in de. 
vers Stations in their Way rhither, and when h 
has em there, gives em Bread from Heaven, bu; 
yet all this does not ſecure em from a fretfi 
emper; they - find N ſtill to; quarre 
with God about, they had Bread enough now, fotM;r 
the want of which they had formerly complain N. 
they had Manna, a moſt delicate caflefal Flavour, 
it had with it, ſuch as was ſuitable to the moſt: 
nice and curious Palate (as ſome have obſery'd oeh 
it) but yet all this wou'd not pleaſe em, they 
find ſomewhat yet to quarrel about, and what ac 
was the Matter now with em? They wanted 
Fleſh to their Bread, and they arraign'd God's. 
Goodneſs in their Complaints, Numb. 11. 5, e. 
We remember the .Fiſh which me did cat in ER pt y 
freely the Cucumbers, and the Melons, and thiWc: 
Leeks, and the Onions, and the Garlick. As much tr 
as if they ſhould ſay, Ah! *twas a brave Time o 
with us then, we had rare Days, and rare Doings 
then, we did indeed Work a little Hard, but no 
great Matter for that, for we had our deine 
| | v 


F 00 
all of rare Fiſh, and Savory Roots and Froits, 
beſides the Pots füll of Fleſn which we had in 


a8Wenty ; but now, alas! the Caſe is quite alter'd, 

ee live a kind of ah ide Life here, ſomew hat 
ie a” Dog's Life, a Cruſt of Bread as it were, 
2 i 


ith Sloth, Hufiger and Eafe, this r Peſpi- 
able Manna ! Heartle Subliſtence 5er Men of 
ar to live on, for Men to live on that haye their 
Vay to fight thro? ſo many mighty Kingdoms as 
uſt needs be in Arms againſt us, before we 
an come at. that Land they talk of; ſee, how 
onterptibly they ſpeak of that rich Bread 
Fhich the Goodneſs and Power of God ſo won- 


erfully, and ſo plentifully provided for them; 
e have nothing but this Manna before our Eyes; 
Dur Souls are ev dryed away, we are become 
In Army of meer Skellitons, ſcarce either Life 
dr Soul in us, for want of Moiſture and Nou- 
ihment in our Food; and thus they continue 
urmurring, ſetting and wrangling againſt the 
oodneſs of God; it is as much as it they 
onld ſay; we look'd for hetter Treatment than 
what we find, we took Moſes's Word, and we ſe 
what its come to, he told us a-fine plauſible Story, 
Ind gave us God's Word for it, and we thought 
e might have been under better Circumſtances 
han before, and we are worſe ; thus they re- 
ect Diſhonour on the Goodneſs of God, Truly 

y Brethren, this is ſtil! the Caſe of a Soul 
etting and chafing under Diſappointments and 
traits to this Day; ſuch a Man quarrels with 

od, and becauſe he has not what he wou'd 
ave, like a froward Child, throws away the 
omfort of what he has. Now, think you, 
an this do any. other but highly diſpleaſe an 

t | diſhonour 


ä 4 
your Carriage in this Matter; and therefore 23 
you would not lay a Stumbling-Block before 
them, labour © againſt this unbecoming fretfil 
SAR... is. 0 
3. Labour againſt this fretful Spirit; for a 
fretful diſquiet Spirit, greatly leflens the Comfory 
you might otherwiſe have ifl what you do enjoys 
Jacob, you know, had a great many more Sons 
than thoſe he was ſo diſquieted about, but he for. 
gets to mention thoſe he had, for his fretting 

Coneern for thoſe he thought were as good as 
loſt, tho? indeed they themſelves were not only 
fafe, but the Means of ſaving him, and all the 
reſt of the Family: He makes a heavy Complaint, 
OT fays he, Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not, amd you 
will tale my dear Benjamin alfo away from me, all 
theſe Things vre aoainſt me. _ He could not have a- 
ny goed Opinion of theſe hard Providences, and 
he is ſo uneaſy- in his Mind about his Joſeph, his 
Simeon, and his Benjamin, that he torgets his 


* Reuben, his Levi, his Fudzb, and the reſt; he took 


no Comfort in what he had, for his cauſeleſs 
Surmize ahont what he thought he wanted, 
Gen. 42. 36. Thus alſo 1/-ael in the Wilderneſs, 
they had Manna to the full, but that would not 
ſerve them; becauſe they had not Fleſh to it, they 
counted it as nothing, ſpoke ſo contemptibly of 
it, as if it had not been worth ſtooping for, 
Numb. 11. Thus it is many times with poor 
unquiet and fretful Spirits, they have many 
Neceſſaries, many good Things, they have Bread 
to eat, and Ray ment to put on, but then, they 
think they want many Things elſe; they want 
a . great Stock to Trade with, -Moneys to buy 
Goods with, to Stock their. Shops and Ware- 

. * Houſes, 
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„ 
ne Honſes, which, if they had well furniſhed, they 
ful doubt not but they might have a good Trade, 
and make a conſiderable Figure in the Town 
and Place wherein they live; or, if Countrymen, 
they want a Stock of Cattle, Sheep, Oxen, and 
Cows, to Stock their Farms and Paſtures ;. and 
if they had theſe, they promiſe to themſelves they 
could make a fine gay Living ont; but theſe 
Things they have not, nor can compaſs, and there- 
fore they are impatient and fretful. Now this 
greatly abates the Comfort they might have in 
what they do enjoy, they are ſo intent on what. 
t, they have not, as they forget what they have. It 
b may be they want Wealth, but then they have 
Health, whilſt their rich Neighbour labours un- 
-der the Anguiſh of, a troubleſome and painful 
d Diſeaſe. A poor H- it may be works hard for 
15. his Living, and fares hard too, but he eats. his 
Fare cheartully, and with a good Appetite, and 
K finds as much Pleaſire and Nouriſhment in his 
is Wl coarſe, wholeſome Diet, as he that has abundance 
„Jof fine Diſhes ſery'd up at his Table; and when 
„Night comes, he goes to his Bed, and ſleeps qui- 
"x Wetly, whilſt his rich Neighbour all the Night long 
V Mrolls and tumbles from Side to Side, upon a Be 

' Wot Pain and Anguiſh, in a violent Fit of the Stone, 
„ Jer keeps his Chamber many Days in a tedious Vi- 
r Wit of the Gout, Now, how unreaſonable is it 
or the poor labouring Man to mutter and repine, 
d Wvecauſe he is not in his Neighbour's Caſe, in re- 
y Wipe of Wealth, when he far exceeds him in re- 
l 
V 


ſpect of Health, without which, all the Riches the 
World can afford, cannot render a Man Ealy ? 
Hereby lle loſes the Comfort ot what he has. 


1 4. Con- 
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4. Conſider, that a fretſul difquiet Spirit, 
under worldly Loſles and Diſappointments, maße, 
the Loak fit the harder. I know the Chriſtian 
is not only allowed the Sence of the Hand of 

Jod here, but that it is alſo a Duty incum- ehe 

bent upon him, in 4 Day of Adverſity, to tonſuder, 

Eccleſ. 7. 14. that he may thereby, as Job ſpeaks, Lan 
Chap. 10. 2. Nun wherefore God contends witb Mus. 
im, and know his Work and his Sin, which Cat. 
many times pointed ont by the Correction; and Hit c 
if the Chriſtian takes no Notice hereof, . he is ud 
guilty of Deſpiſing re Chaſtening of the LO R D, Noob 
Prov, 3. 11. Which is an Error on the other t un 
hand; and which argues great Stupidity, and ich 
a Contempt of God's Fatherly Corrections; but rot, 
yet this Sence of the Hand of God, is very =/ 
conſiſtent with a quiet Reſignation to his. 
Will, under ſach his Chaſtiſements; and our pur 
fretful Anxiety under them, is not only our Mb 
Sin, bur after a ſort, our Puniſhment too, it NWo! 
daes us farther Miſchief, for it makes the Yoak His 
gaul the more. Now, would you add a Weight Hfretf 
to your Preſſures? Would you make a little Wei 
Tryal, a little Loſs, a little Diſappointment, a 

reat one? This is the way to do it effectu- 
fly. Diſcontent is the Devil's Magnify ing-glaſs, 
and if you look at your Troubles and Crofles in 
that Glaſs, they'll appear to be much more than 
indeed they are; this puts a” Bitterneſs into the 
Cup, more than really is in it. J1ſraet were dil- 
. Conteated with the Difficulties they met with in 
the Wilderneſs; and this aggravates the Matter 
% that heighth, as they charge Moſes with 
Unfaithfulnefs, and not only fo, but with little 
le than Murder, Exod. 17. 3. And the Peopli 
mur- 


"EPT"? 
BY red. ag ain Moſes, and ſaid, Wherefure is this 
that thou. baſt brought . us out of Egypt, to kill us and 
ur. Children, and our Cattle, with Thirſt ? As if 
they ſnould ſay, we were well enough in Egypt, 
vherefore didſt thou bring us out of that Land 
of Plenty; a Land well watered, a very good 
and to us; but it ſeems thou had ſt a Deſign on 
s, a Deſign to kill us, and our Children, and 
Cattle with Thirſt, and make an End of us all 
it once. In this Fit of Murmuring, they con- 
clude that they ſhould be all dead Men, they have 
10 better Thoughts of the Matter, and they throw 
t upon Moſes too, as if he did it on Purpoſe; and 
with a Deſign to kill them all at once. They ſay 
not, We ſhall here dis in this barren dry Wilder 
veſs for want of Water; but Thou haſt: brought 1s 
mther, as with a Deſign thou hadſt on us, on 
Purpoſe 70 Kill us, and our Children, and our Cattle, 
with Thirſt, So much ſeems to be implied in the 
Words. Now, what a wild Concluſion + was 
tis? And how did it ganl them, to have this 
fretfu]l diſcontented Tumour in them? It added 
Weight to their Trouble; like as a Bullock un- 
accuſtomed to the Yoak, - when it comes to be 
laid on him, he heaves and flings about, 'and-4s 
very unruly under it, and this makes it gaul 
him the more, his Neck ſooner chafes than if 
he bore it quietly. So it is with us, my Brethren, 
under our Troubles; if we bear them quietly, 
and reſign up ourſelves to the good Pleaſure of a 
gracious and wiſe God, they do not ſit ſo hard, 
gor gaul ſo much by far, as when we fret and re- 
ine under them. f Dr 
5. Conſider, that if you can by the Grace of 
od prevail again} a fretful impatient Spirit 
5 | under 


| CY 
under worldly Straits and Diſappointments, | 
will be a Conviction on the-Conſciences' of M 
That obſerve: you (though not Religious) th 


there is ſymewhat in the Ways of Relig * 
more than they know of, when they ſee ya m; 
quiet and ſubmiſſive Deportment under yr 
_ worldly Diſappointments; it begets in them hou 
good Opinion of the holy and good Ways re 
God, and they begin to think that ſurely you mid \ 
have ſomething that buoys up your Spirits moral 
than they are aware of: They conclude, that Md 
their Circumſtances were as yours, they could nrofe 
tell how to carry it fo calmly as you do, aer 
have ſuch a quiet ſubmiſſive Frame, and a kit d 
of becoming Unconeernedneſs at theſe Thin em 
Now, would you do ſomething truly Honourabliliſc7 
to Religion; would you beget a good Opiniq cal 
of it in the Hearts of Men who obſerve youard 
would you provoke them by your ſweet anon + 
chearful Deportment under ſuch your DilapMpon 
intments, as we have been ſpeaking of, Mat 
have à good Opinion of the Ways of HolinelWady 
which you profeſs Then give them an ExampleWeer 
2 Pattern, in your Practical Acquieſcence in thiflh1 d 
good Pleaſure of God, wiſely diſpoſing of thoſhaitte 
Things to you, and for yon, according to tt n 
Counſel of his own Will. 1 will (for Illuſtratioq ne: 
ſake) ſuppoſe TwO Perſons were under the li wi 
Diſappointment, Loſſes and Crofles in reference pea 
to their outward Concerns, and who were ſont ! 
time fince much alike in their former better Ci; f 
cumſtances, but now laid in as like a Level, ant {7 
reduc'd to much the like Straits one with th eclu 
ther; and probably you will, in your Obſer h: ye 


vation of them, find a great Diſſerence in theit 
n rriagt 
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arriage and Deportment in their preſent Lie- 
eſs of Caſe; the one bears the Trouble very 
aquietly, makes a fad Noiſe and Complaint, 
ames almoſt every one that he has had to do 
ith, nor can he excuſe God himfſelt, in crofling 
im; and he thinks, like Jonah, under the like 
it of Impatience, that he does well ro be Angry, 
hough but for a filly Gourd: This, you'll ſay; 
very unbecoming ; nor can you ſay otherwiſe; 
1d you conclude; that furely this Man ſees ap un- 
xrallePd Excellency in thoſe: Things he fo trets 
ad chafes about; and whatever he pretends. to 
rofeſs of the Excellency of other Things, whe- 
her preſent or future, yet in plain Truth he him- 
If does not believe them to be as he repreſents 
em.; and if you will take your Meaſures from 
s Deportment about them, you will ſuſpect the 
eality of that Sweetneſs and Satisfaction you have 
ard him ſpeak of, in his Converſe and Commu. 
on with God, and the: Comforts that flow in 
pon his Soul thereby; and you know not but all 
at he has ſaid on that Head, has been ſome 
ddy Notion of his own diſtempered Brain, a 
er Phantaſm and Chimera. And thus the fret- 
1] diſquiet Temper of Spirit in him, becomes 
atter of Offence to you, who obſerve him. 
t now, the other Perſon, he, though under the 
me afflicting and preſſing Circumſtances, bears 


with a ſecatc, quiet frame of Spirit, nothing 


pears by him, ſo much as in his Countenance, 
at he takes theſe Things ill, but goes on in 
former chearful Deportment, as if it were 
It ſo with him as it is. Hence you begin "fo 
iclude, that this Man has ſomething or other, 
t you cangot underſtand what it ſhould be; 
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but ſomething or other there is, you are coil 
dent, that thus hears: up his' Spirit under the 
Troubles and Diſappointments, aud you begy 
to think what it ſnhould be, and at length ya 
remember, you have heard him ſpeak in Con: 
mendation of the Excellency and Sweetneſs g 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Comforts of the Spirit, and 9 
the Freeneſs, Fullneſs, and Suitableneſs of th 
Promiſes of God; you remember that you han 
heard, that ai the N. ays of Wiſdom are Pleaſant], 
and all her Paths are Peace; and therefore 50 
begin to conclude, that theſe are the Things tha 
quiet him, aad make him carry ſo evenly | 
his Peportment under all his Preſſures. Noy 
does not this beget in you, a Liking of, and Lon 
to, the Ways of God and Religion, that have 
great a Privilege goes along with them? Surch 


it will, or at leaſt it may: So that this mg 


be a great Inducement to a gracious Soul to cat 
ry it calmly under worldly Diſappointments, i- 
aſmuch as ſo to do, gives an honourable Ac 
en 4 of GO D's Ways, to thoſe that obſery 

. | | 

6. Labour againſt a fretful Spirit und! 
worldly Diſappointments: And to help yd 
herein, confider, that our Lord jeſus, tho“! 
be Lord of all the Fullneſs in the World, an 
may command them at his Pleaſure, yet when! 
was upon the Earth, he was pleaſed to he in 
very mean and low Condition, 


Head: And this was great Matter of Objectio 
that the Scribes and Phariſees, and the gre 
Doctors had againſt him: They looked for hi 

to come in worldly Pomp and Splendor, ſuitab 
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inſomuch, 4 
it is ſaid of him, that he had not wher eon to lay H 
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to the State of an earthly King, but they are ſadly 
diſappointed, when he comes in a poor low State 
and none to take Notice of him; hut a Company of 
deſpicable, unlearned, illiterate Men, Fiſher-'vien, 
and ſuch like ; and now that Chriſt was pleas'd 
to be thus mean in the World, you and I may 

well be content with what we have; he had all 

Things at his Beck and Command, and yet he 

ras willing to be of no Reputation among Men, 

Man of So, ,ows, and acquainted with Grief; many 
Difficulties he met with, and ſhou'd we not im- 

prove this to the quieting of our own Souls, 
nder our Wants, who have deſerved to be 

ſtript of all, and turn'd naked inta a frowning 

Step-Mother World, this Conſideration may 
erve to fortify us againſt a fretful and diſquiet 

irit; ſo much ſeems to be intended in the words 

dt the Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 3. For conſider him who 

dur d ſuch Cont radiction of Sinners againſt bumſelf, 
ft ye be weary, and faint in your Minds. 

7. Conſider, that a fretful unquiet Temper 

pf Soul unfits you for doing God that Service 

jou might otherwiſe do him, in that Station 

e has ſet you: To which you may probably ſay, 

hat you are not in any Station wherein you can 

lo God any conſiderable Service, and therefore 

his does not much affect or concern you: 1 

nſwer, tis true, you may not be capable of doing 

od that eminenr Service, as ſome are, who are 

a publick State of Life, and by Vertue of 

Vice may have it incumbent on them to appear 

ore openly for God and his Cauſe, and may haye 

me Influence upon others to concur with them 

the. Work they are engag'd in for God, as the 

lagiſtrate, the Miniſter, the Father, the _— 
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of a Family in their ſeveral Capacities ate; but 
| yet, let thy Station in the World be what it will, 
thou mayeſt ſome way or other do God Ser- 
vice, thou mayeſt Counſel or Caution, or Comfort 70 
thy poor Neighbour; you may, all that hav is) 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, tell others, ha tat 
God has done for your Souls, and ſay with the ing 
Pſalmiſt, O taſte and ſee, that the Lord is good, Dir 
Pſal. 34. 8. You may (however Things arc 
with you) apply your ſelves to the Throne of 
Grace, where the Poor have as free Acceſs as the 
Rich, and may come with as great Boldneſs 
and uſe as great Freedom and Openneſs of Ex 
preſling your Minds to God, as it you were ti 
Lord of the Mannour in the Place where, you Liye; 
you may there pour out your Souls before th: 
Lord, who has erected a Throne of Grace for tha 
Purpoſe, that needy Souls ſhou'd be ſupplied, 
that you may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to beh 
in time of Need, Heb. 4. 16. You may then 
unboſome your ſelves in behalf of the Natioi 
wherein you Live, in behalf of the Church o 
God therein, and elſewhere in the World, it 
behalf of your Relations, your Neighbours, and 
Friends, whom you know to be in any Diltreſs 
or in behalf of your own Souls, and if you b 
in a calm, ſedate, and reſign'd Frame of Spiri ei 
you will be fitter to engage herein, and to dray 
near to this Throne of Grace; but if you be in 
a fretful, unquiet and ruffled Temper you are very 
unfit tor this, or any other Duty of God 
Worſnip, and therefore labour againſt it. 

8. Conlider, that a fretful Spirit hinders your 
Improvement of God's :former Appearances for 
you, God has probably given you divers Inſtan- 

3 a ces 


ces of his Kindneſs, and has thereby put you 
nader an Obligation to praiſe him, for what 
you have receiv'd, and to truſt him for what 
is yet behind: Now, if in any Thing, your Expec- 
tations, are diſappointed, how diſingenious and 
ingrateful are you, to fall a fretting under his 
Divine Providence? What? becauſe God does 
not give you every Thing to your Mind, and 
humour you in all you Deſire, that therefore 
you'l take fig Notice of what he has done, and 
s ſtill every Day a doing for you, nor make 
im any Return of Praiſe, how baſe and diſin- 
penious is this? This was the Caſe of murmur- 
Ing Jfrael, they had receiv'd many notable De- 
iverances from God; he had brought them out 
df Egypt with an high Hand, had brought em 
hro* the Red-Sea, after a wonderful Manner, 
xod, 14. and yet we find in the very next Chap- 
er, they fall a Murmuring, as if he had done 
zothing at all for them: One while they want 
ater, and then they Murmur; another while 
hey want Bread, and then they fall a Murmur- 
g again, and when they had Bread to the 
ll, yet they are not pleas'd, but they want 
leſn to their Bread, and thus they keep on at 
heir old Sin of Murmuring at every new Difficul- 
: not a Word all this while of God's for- 
ier Appearances for them, not a Word of the 
ed-Sea Deliverance, they do indeed ſometimes 
ention their being brought out of Egypr, but 
is with a Regret of Spirit, and they rather 
eckon it among their Miſeries than any Mercy 
d them, and cou'd well enough find in their 
earts to return again to their old Fare, and 
Wo their old Slavery; thus their fretful murmur- 
K 2 yl 
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ing Spirit loſes them the Improvement of thei 
former Mercies and Deliverancies ; like Men nus, 
our Day, who forget what God has done fo 
them in ſaving us from Popery and Slavery 
and are mad of their own, and the Nation th. 
Miſchief, as appears by their outragious Violena e 
againſt their peaceable Neighbours, and their v1 
open Diſcontent under the preſent happy Ser Str 
tlement; and thus it appears to be with uc 
as with murmuring Vrael, to this Day, if er 
fall a Murmuring and Repinirg at preſeuſ Sp. 
Straits, either in our private, or in the public 
Affairs, it ſpoils our Improvement of forme 
Mercies; we forget em, and fo are not like tg 
improve 'em. .. 

9. Conſider, that a fretful murmuring Spirit 
hinders the Exerciſe of Faith upon the Promis 
of God under preſent Difficulties. . The live 
Exerciſe of Faith, upon the Promiſe, has, it 
all Ages, been found to be a notable Expe 

| riment againſt Fainting, ſo David tells us, Pſd 
17. 13. Thad fainted, unleſs I had believed, &c. Now 
this fretful Frame hinders the Soul from the 
Exerciſe of Faith; the Soul in this Caſe 1 
like the Dove when firſt ſent out of the Ar 
who found no Reſt for the Soul of her Foot 
ſo, while the Soul is in this fretful Frame, thi 
Man finds no Promiſe to reſt on; he may take hi 
Bible, and turn over the Leaves, but there i 
nothing there for him to reſt on, all the Pre 
miſes therein are covered over with à Flood 
of troubled Water, flowing from his own Tu 
mour, and he can» reſt no where. Jſraet is and 
Example to us in this Caſe alſo, and! cannot well"! t! 
get off from mentioning them, fo frequently x P ß 
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do, becauſe they are ſo notable an Inſtance to 
us, and their Caſe ſo full, and pat, to our Pur- 
poſe; 1ſrael, I fay, had many encouraging Pro- 
mifes from God to depend on, he had told em 
that he wou'd give em the Land of Canaan, an 
exceeding good Land it was, a Land flowing 
with Milk and Honey; but when they come to 
Straits and Difficulties, they forget the Promiſe of 
God, as if it had never been made, or never in- 
tended to have been perform'd ; ſo, when the 
Spies were ſent out to View the Land, their 
Brethren that waited their Account, they cou'd 
eaſily believe the Report they gave, relating to 
the Strength of their Cities, and of thoſe great 
Lubberly Fellows the Sons of Anal; any Thing 
that looked like a Difficulty they cou'd readily 
comply with, and the whole Congregation pre- 
ſently takes the Hint, and falls a Murmuring, 
Numb. 14. 1, 2, 3, 4. T hey accuſe Moſes, accule - 
Aaron, charge God himſelf, are reſolved that none 
hall eſcape their Cenſure; they thought every 
one was to blame but themſelves ;. but not a 
Word of the Promiſe, no regard to the faith- 
fulneſs of the Promiſe made to their Fathers, this 
fretful Spirit cat out all the Comfort they ſhow'd. 
haye had from it. But you ſee, on the other 
Hand, when Caleb and his Companion Joſbaa 
obſerv'd how their Brethren were diſcuurag'd, 
ad uneafy under their Apprehenſions of the 
MW Difficulty that attended them, they filed the 
I People, and encourag'd em to go againſt the 

Cananites, notwithſtanding their walled Cities, 

and the number and ſtrength of the Inhabitants. 
Wot the Land, Numb, 13. 30. And Ca eb ftilled the 
f People before Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up at: once, 


and 
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and -poſſeſs it, for we are well able to overcome i 
"And we find in the next Chapter, that Yoſhu 
and Caleb, both give a good Report of the Land 
and a further Encouragement to their Brethret, 
from their Confidence of Succeſs by God 
Preſence, being with them for that Purpoſe, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, v. 8, 9. If the Lord d. 
light in us, then he will bring us into this Land 
and give it us, 4 Land which floweth with Mill 
and Honey, only Rebel not ye againſt the Lord, neither 
fear the People of the Land, for they are bread for us, 
their Defence is departed them, and the Lori 
is with us, fear them not. This was bravely ſaid 
like Men of Courage and Reſolution, and you 
find how well the Lord took it at their Hands; iſ 
none of the Men that murmured and diſtruſted 
God's Promiſe, ſhowd go into the good Land; 
but Caleb and Joſhus might go, whom the Lord 

diſtinguiſn'd from all the reſt, and made Foſbu 
the General of the Hoſt of Iſrael, the youn 

Generation that poſſeſs d the Land, and honour! 
Caleb with the Inheritance of that ſame Plat of 
Ground where the Sons of Anal dwelt, and 
where he ſlew Sheſai, and Abiman, and Talma 
the Sons of Anak, who had been ſo terrible to his 
Brethren the Iſraelites, Joſhua 14. 12, 13, 14. and 
Chap. 15. 13. compared with Judges 1. 10. becauſt 
he wholly followed the Lord God of Iſrael. And, 
if we obſerve it, the Lord confers this ſingu- 

lar Honour upon * Judah, of which Tribe Cal 

was, Numb. 13. 6. that by his Appointment 

Judah {hall go up firit againſt the Cananites, to 


Szht againſt them, Judges 1. 1. Caleb, a Man 
of a pallant noble Spirit, who had ſignaliz'd 
bimſelf by appearing boldly for God in that gene 
IRE So... 


f 


Fl F 


* 


(97 ) 

ral Defection of the Iſraelites, he ſhou'd be a 
commanding Officer in his Tribe, and go up 
firſt againſt the Cananites, for God ever reſerves 
an Honour for ſuch as follow him fully, that 
will not truckle to the Humour of the Times, 
but are faithful in their Generation Work, as 
Caleb and Joſhua were, 'they depended on the faith- 
ful Promiſe of God, and came off bravely : And 
ſo, when David, who was but a Stripling, and 
had a great Champion to encounter with, ſuch 
us was a Terror to the whole Camp of Iſrael, 
he calls to Remembrance God's former Appear- 
ance for him, in ſaving him from the Lyon and 
he Bear, and he knew what Security he was un- 
ler from God in his Vindication of his Honour 
From a wretched Varlet, who had defy'd the 
urmies of the Living God, and he goes out 
gainſt- him with a bold and gallant Spirit, in 
calm ſedate Temper of Mind, in Confidence that 
od would ſtand by him in his honeſt and juſt 
ttempt, and he takes no more Notice of the 
errible Aſpe& of this huge Gyant, then of an 
Inweildy Scoundrel, and as if his Bulk had 
ren him the greater Advantage of hitting 
um with his Sling and Stone, and you know how 
rayely he came off, ſo it is, my Brethren, to 
his Day, a Soul that calmly and quietly reſts upon 
od, dare truſt him in preſent Difficulties. 
10. Labour for à calm quiet Spirit under 
orldly Straits and Diſappointment (which is 
he oppoſite to a fretful Temper) for hereby you 
ive Proof of your Proficiency in the Graces of 
de Spirit of God: My Brethren, God brings 
is Children under Correction, of one Kind and 
nother, and under this, among others, he diſap- 

5 * a 5 5 , points 
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Children who love their Father, take hold of 


his Skirt, and follow him in the Dark, and that 4 
he may hear from them more frequently, and Ml © 
more fervently, he hereby tries their Graces, the in 


Truth of their Grace, and the Strength of their 
Grace, and hereby the Believer comes to know 
what Proficiency he has made in the Graces of th 
the; Spirit of God. *Tis an Argument of little 1 
Patience, of little Self-denial, when we are ſo þ 
fretful and uneaſy under worldly Straits; but h 
when we can bear them with Calmneſs, tis a ** 
Token that we have made ſome conſiderable * 
Progreſs therein, that Grace by Exerciſe has been 
improved, that we have learned, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, to be content, Phil. 5. 11, 12, 13. that we lik 
haye learned to acquieſce in the good Pleaſure FR 
of God concerning us, in his Diſpenſations to- "ts 
wards us, this is a Thing not ealily come. by, 
it is robe learned, and the School of Adverſity Ml n 
of great Uſe to teach us this Leſſon,” this ll 
Chrift's School, where he teaches bis Scholar t. 
this Leſſon, and they learn moe of this in that 
School, than in any other; he thereby deals wit 
them as with Abram, when he called him fron 
his Country, Ger. 12. 1. to ſojourn in a Land 
he knew not, He called him to his Foot, Iſa. 41. 2 
He, brought him to full Reſignation, juſt as you 
wou'd call a Spaxiel to crouch and lay down at you 
Foot; ſo does God bring the Chriſtian to hi 
Foot, to be at his diſpoſe and content to be 4 
; 8K | | all 
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and this by inuring them to Afflictions and Tryals; 
and it is an Argument that the Glorious Power 
of God has been concerned for you, to ſtrengthen 
you with all Might, according to his Glorious Power, 
unto all Patience and Long-ſuffering, with Joyfulne)s. 
Col. 1. 11. Now, would you give ſome Proof of 
your Improvement in Grace ? Well, you cannot 
do it more effectually, than to carry with a calm 
and quiet Reſignation to God, under his diſappoint- 
ing Providences. | ol 
11. Conſider, that God by laying you under 
theſe Straits and Diſappointments, may do that 
upon you which anſwers your own Prayers: 
You and 1 have been praying for God to carry 
on a Work of Sanctification in our Souls, to 
humble vs, which is what every good Chriſtian 
would have ; he would be holy, as well as happy 3 
be ſanctifled, as well as juſtified ; and his Buſi- 
neſs at the Throne of Grace is for this, among 
other Errands that he has there, he would he 
like his Head, conformable to Chriſt, and what 
if the Lord will take this away with us, to empty 
us from Veſſel to Veſſel, to lay us under Straits, 
on purpoſe to make us Humble, arid keep us 
Humble, which is a great part of our Sanctifi- 
cation: For Pride is the Picture of the Devil z 
his Brows, his Eyes, his Mouth, his Mein, 
his Gate, and every Thing like the Devil, is to 
be ſeen in a proud Man t And on the contrary, 
Humility is the Image of Chriſt; the Meek- 
ſpirited Chriſtian has the true Reſemblance of 
Wh the Meek ſpirited Jeſus : Now God, to take 
MW down our Plumes, and bring us into a Likeneſs 
WM to Chriſt; ſtrips us of thoſe Things we are apt 
Wt be'prond of, and hereby anſwers our own 
13H 3 Prayers, 
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Prayers, though in ſuch a way as we thought 
not of, nor are willing he ſhould take with us 
We are, in this caſe, like a ſick Man, who would 
be well, or a Perſon afflicted with an Ulcer, an 
envenomed Sore, who would fain be ſound ; 
'but the one is not willing to take the bitter 
Phyſick, nor the other to endure the Smart of 
the ſearching, Plaiſter, but would have ſom. 
gentle eaſie Method uſed, without the | Troubl: 
of ſach unpleaſant Medicines. Thus, my Bre. 
thren, it is with us; we would be heal'd of ou 
Pride, of our Paſſion, Worldlineſs, and Forma. 
lity, Cc. but we would have God humour u 
with having it done our own Way, |. wheres 
God will do it his Way: Fof-it muſt be ſtrong 
Phyſick that works out ſtrong Corruption: And 
thus we find it hard many times, to ſtand the 
Anſwer of our own Prayers:: I am ſure I hay 
found it ſo; and it is the Way that God take 
with his People, He anſwers them by terribl 
Things, Pal. 65. 5 in ſuch a Way as is terribl 
to them, and yet in Kindneſs and Mercy to ther 
Souls, to bring them into more Conformity tc 
the Lord Jeſus: And what if the Lord in Kind, 
neſs to you, to make you more Humble, mon 
Holy, more Spiritual and Heavenly in your Me, 
ditation, and Converſation, , bring you ta theſ 
Straits and Diſappointments, what Harm has It 
done you? Have you not been praying for mon 
Conformity to his Image? And will zou nd 
allow him his own Way to anſwer your Prayer 
which is always the ſafeſt and ſureſt Way to & 
tet it? 5 — | 
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12. Conſider, that; you are now at mor 
Laure to commune with God and, your ow! 
42% 33 Hearts: 


6 det. 06 N 
* 5 . 
_ Tt 9 


— — ——— N wwmñ we 4 _ 


X ( 91 J 

Hearts: If you have any Thing extraordinaty 
to ſ.y to a Friend; you'll take him aſide out of 
the Crowd, and then you'll tell him your Mind. 
So God,” when Fe would converſe cloſely with a 
Chriſtian, he calls him out of the Crowd, from 
the Throng and Clutter of worldly Affairs, into 
the Wilderneſs, and there ſpeaks comfortably to lum, 
as in Ho. 2. 14, 15. He there ſpeaks to their 
Hearts (as ſome marginal Notes obſerve). Foſeph, 
you know, had his Bowels glowing in Affection 
towards his Brethren, and, he longed to make 
himſelf known to them, and give Vent to his 
pained-Breaſt : but when he does this, he'l] have 
them alone by themſelves : The Egyptians, the Ser- 
vants of Pharoah, nor Joſeph's own Servants, muſt 
be there, to hinder the Freedom that Joſeph would 
uſe with his Brethren, when he unboſomes himſelf 
to them, Gen. 15. 1, 2, 3. So God, he many times 
will have his Children alone, out of the Noiſe: 
and Cumber of the World, that he may open his 
Heart to them, and they more 1cadily hear what 
he ſays to them. | 0. 

13. Conſider, that yon may lie more directly 
under the Promiſe, than when you were in greateſt 
Fullneſs, and in moſt Proſperity. This was David's 
Comfort in his Affliction, that he could plead God's 
Promiſe, The Word on which he had cauſed him to 
hope, Pſal. 129. 49, 50. And when he found either 
his Houſe, or.his Heart, or both diſordered, that 
he could then have 1ecourſe to the Covenant 
God had made with him, ordered in all Things, 
nd ſure, 2 Sam. 23. 5. And tho? at another time 
e reckons himſelf poor and needy, yet he comfor- 
ted himſelf with this Conſideration, That the 
ord (as he ſays) rthinkerth upon me, Pfal. 40. 17+ 
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Gol always takes ſpecial Care of the needy 
Chriſtian. You know (you that have Children) 
how you carry it towards them, when they are 
Sick; you will then eſpecially have them tended, 
and all the Family muſt, in a manner, be 'neg- 
lected, to obſerve the ſick Child, and you that 
are able, provide ſome rich Cordial to have by Mie 
you, againſt ſuch a Time, and if you have one 
thing better than another, to beſure the weak Wan 
ailing Child muſt have it: So does God, for he 
will not ſuffer himſelf to be out-done in any act 
of Kindneſs, by the moſt tender Father or Mo- Wt « 
ther, and therefore he always reſerves ſame good 
Thing for the poor drooping Chriſtian, when 
be is down, to comfort him: And ſo the Apoſtle 
ſays, 2 Cor. 1. 4. and Chap. 7. 6. Gad that com- 
forteth thoſe that are caſt down Whether down in 
their Spirits, or down in their State and Circum- 
ſtances in the World, he comforteth the one Nui. 
and the other, for he is the God of all Comfort, WW; C 
and the God who comforteth in all Tribulation, as in ¶rect 
Chap. 1. He comes in with his Cordial to the he 
tainting Soul, and reftores it, as Pſal. 27. 13. ien. 
and Pſal. 23. 3. He gives in a Word of Com- 1 
tort then, that the Soul never thought on, or Mirge 
looked for; it may be a Promiſe is preſented Miow 
in ſuch a ſurprizing way, as the Soul never ex- ot 
pected ; but ere the poor Believer # aware, ¶ vou 
is made as the Chariots of Aminadib, Cant. 6, 
12, He has read the ſame Promiſe a hundred 
times over and over, and never found that 
Sweetneſs in it, as now. This a poor afflicted 
Believer can experience, however derided by 
worldly Men; God reſerves the beſt Things for 
the worſt Times: This, many troubled, tempted, 
2285 ſhes f afflicted, 
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e 
fied, perſecuted and ſtraitned Chriſtians can 
vitneſs to be true; for when he chaſtens, he does 
ot ftiv up all bis Wrath, Pſal. 78, 38. but as a 
kilful and tender Phyſician, weighs and mea- 
ſures out the Phylſick to the ſick Patient, a Dram, 
u Scruple, a Grain of this and the other Ingre- 
dient, wherein he conſiders the Strength and 
onſtitution of the Patient, as well as the Nature 
and Strength of the Diſeaſe, and ever intermixes 
dme what of a Cordial, to ſupport the Spirit 
pf the ſick Perſon : So does God, Iſa. 27. 8. 
{ Cor. 10. 13. God is faithful, who will not ſuffer 
yu to be tempted above that you are able, but will 


that ye be able to bear it. So that this Con- 
ſderation may be of uſe to the poor Believer, 
o prevent his fretting and diſquietneſs under 
his Straits in the World, and to 
quiet” Reſignation of himſelf to the Will of 
30D herein, inaſmuch as he lies more di- 


rely under the Promiſe and Care of GOD, 


when under ſuch a Diſpenſation of his Provi- 


lence. 
14. Conſider, that a fretful Frame of Spirit 


irges God to renew his Strokes. You know 


now you do with froward Children, that will 


ot be quiet, unleſs they have every Thing they 
{Wrould, you take the Rod and whip 'em; and if 
hey carry it ſtubbornly, and will not comply 


yon take it again, and give them more Laſhes - 


But if they take their firſt Correction well and 
indly, you forbear farther Strokes, and ſome 
way or other, let them know you are pleaſed 
with their Compliance. Juſt ſo does God ; you 
would have ſomething you think would do you 


th the Temptation alſo make 4 way to eſcape, ' 


promote his 
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good, but he knows it's not convenient and ft 
for you; he knows the Frame and Temper « 
your Hearts far better than you do; he knows i 
you: were Rich, you would be Proud, and there, 
fore to keep you Humble, be keeps you Poor, and in ſ 
doing he is kind to you, more than you, are « 
ware, and yet becauſe. you have not Things accor: 
ding to your Mind, you fret and are ſullen: Thi 
is the ready way to provoke God to renew hi 
Strokes, you thereby put him upon it, and increak 
your own Affliction. | „ 
15. Labour againſt a fretful- Spirit,, for i 
diſorders. you, and prepares you. for farthe 
Sin. Men do that many times in a diſorder 
Heat and Paſſion of the Mind, which give 
them great cauſe of Repentance all their Day 
after. A diſquiet, murmuring Frame of Spirit 
is an ungovernable Temper, and a Man in ſuch 
an Humour, is ready to perpetrate thoſe Crime 
which at other times he would be aſhamed and 
afraid of, David, you know, carricd very quiet 
ly, and with a great deal of Patience, when Shim 
curſed him, 2 Sam. 16. 11,12, He calmly bear 

all, the Afﬀronts of S$h4mei, and with-holds Abi. 

ſhai from taking Revenge on him: But you find 
this. fame David, in a far leſs Matter, and upon 

a, ſighter Provocation, ready enough to avenge 

- himſelf. It was in the caſe of Nabal, 1 Sam. 25. 

The. Matter was, thus: David and his Servants 

had been intimately. acquainted with Naa, 

Shepherds, had been a fort of a Guard to them, 

had never wronged them of any thing, but had 


been a Security to them by Night and by Day, W tu 
as they themſelves afterwards acknowledge. T. 
Well, the Time comes, when Nabal has his WW ar, 

Cre Fg | 2 | Sheep- M- 
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Sheep ſheering, and you who know the Fafhion 
and Cuſtome of the Country, know alſo, That 
thoſe who have great Flocks of Sheep, they 
always provide ſomething extraordinary at 
Clipping- Time. Now, David having Notice of 
Nabal's Sheep-ſhearing, he ſent his Servants to 
him, after a courteous and obliging manner, to 
deſire a'Diſh or two of Meat from him, he might 
well expe& this as a Gratitude for his and-his 
Servants Kindneſs : - But Nabal, like a Clown, 
returns him a rough and railing Anſwer, is very 
ungrateful, and takes no notice of any Kind- 
— received from David, or his Men; not a 
Bottle of Beer, nor a Diſh of his good Cheer, 
would he ſpare to them, but gives refleQting 
Words on David and his Accamphices. This Car- 
riage of his would not go down with David, 
but in an hot angry Humour, orders his Ser- 
vants to arm themſelves to deſtroy Nabal aud 
his Family. He could not bear the Ingratitude 
of Nabal, as he did the Inſolence and Affronts of 
Shimei, but would needs be his own Avenger, and 
afterwards owns: his Raſhneſs, and bleſſes God 
for . ſending Abigail to prevent his intended 
Purpoſe. His unquiet ruffled Spirit prepared him 
for taking Vengeance with his-own Hand. And 
as Dad s Uneaſineſs and Diſquiet under this 
ſingle Diſappoinment, prepar'd bim for the Sin, 
he was, by the Favour af God, prevented to 
compleat; ſo it ſti] prepares to many other 
Sins, and lays the Soul /obnoxious to many Tem- 
ptations. How many poor diſeontented Crea- 
tures have been hurried on, by the Violence of 
Temptations, to Self- murder? Of which there 
are too frequent lnſtances; and ꝙꝓ doubt not but 
* many 


(95) 
many poor diſtreſſed Chriſtians know ſomething of 
the Attempts the Devil has made upon them this 
way, under their preſling Straits, and their Dif- 
content under them, has not a little contributed 
- thereto, thinking thereby to relieve themſelves 
from their preſent Calamities, and their own 
reſent contemptible State, eſpecially ſuch as have 
rmerly been in much better Circumſtances, for 
the Devil ſceks when, as well as how and whom he 
may devour; and therefore let us endeavour a- 
ainſt this diſquiet and uneaſy Temper of Mind 
er worldly Straits and Difficulties, inaſmuch 
as it prepares the Soul for the commiſſion of other 
Sins. 9h 
16. Laſtly: Conſider, that it will be but a 
little time that you and I can be under: theſe 
Straits and Tryals, and if we have this Pearl of 
Price, the Lord Jeſus, all the Thoughts of out 
former and preſent Sorrows will be forgotten, 
when we get through this Wilderneſs, to the 
Land of Promiſe, they will then be drowned in 
that boundleſs Ocean of everlaſting Joy, ſwallow- 
ed up in thoſe. Rivers of Pleaſure which are at 
God's Right Hand for evermore. Now, "ſe 
What you can do to anticipate thoſe Things by 
a lively Exerciſe of Faith; get up to the Top 
of Piſgah, and take a View of the Land of 
Promiſe, that Land which is the Glory of all Lands. 
See What you can do to imitate the Apoſtle Paul, 
and to reckon as he did, for he reckon d bravely, 
Von have his Book of Accounts, in Rom. 8. 18. 
For I reckon that the Sufferings of this preſent 'Time 
are not worthy to be. ed with the Glory tha 
ſhall be revealed) in us. He ſet one thing againſt 
many, the Glory to be revealed in us, againſt al 
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[il the Sufferings of this preſent Time by us, and 
chat one Thing far exceeds them all, in all their 
Kinds, and in all their various Circumſtances, even 
as one great Sum far exceeds many little ones, 
ſo does this Glory over-ballance all the Trou- 
bles and Sufferings of this preſent Time in the 
Apoſtles Arithmetick, ſo do you reckon and ſet 
one Thing right againſt another, Joy, againſt 
Sorrow, Peace againſt Trouble, Fulneſs, againſt 
Want, Glory, againſt Contempt, and you will 
ind the Sum of Glory that ſhall be revealed, 
not only te the Saints, but in them, far exceeds 

all the petty Sufferings that can befal them here; 

this is the right Way of Reckoning, the beſt 
Way of keeping Accounts, the beſt Method of 
*W-Book-keeping that ever was preſcrib'd or at- 
i tain'd to; you that are Chriſtians, know ſome- 
ching of this already; you cannot but taſte 
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ſomewhat now and then of the Sweetneſs of 
theſe Things, and O how do theſe Comforts de- 
light poor Souls? But if a taſte of theſe Joys be ſo 
refreſhing to you now, what will be the full 
ll Fruition of them for ever, when you ſhall be 
i bleſs'd with a full Conformity to your Head, 
che Lord jeſus, which you cannot now arrive 
Wat? O my Brethren, think of theſe Things and 
il they may be of uſe to help you againſt your 
tormenting arid diſquieting Thoughts about your 
preſent momentarie State; for as the Pleaſures 
of this World are but ſhort, ſo alſo are the Sor- 
of rows and Troubles thereof to a gracious Soul, 
end when you get Home, thro? this dirty Lane, 
do your Father's Houſe, and . ſhall be welcom'd 
I with all the Happineſs that Heaven can afford 
I what a Surprize will it be to you, to exchange a 
; M ſorrow ful 
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forrowful, troubleſome Lite here, for Foy, and 


fulneſs of Foy that laſts for ever! How will the 
Reflections you then make on your Straits in a 
diſappointing World, ſweeten all the then pre- 
ſent Joys, Peace and Pleaſure yon ſhall  poſleſ; 
in a calm Eternity, without the leaſt Allay of 


Sorrow ? The Conſideration you may have of i | 
theſe Things, may be a good Antidote to pre- 
vent the fretful and diſquiet Frame that 1s apt to 2 
be found in God's People when reduc'd to Straits 2 
in this preſent World. | | a 
I have been the longer on this Head, be-. b 
cauſe we are ſo prone from the Corruption of our IM at 
Natures, to fret and repine under our Strait ¶ ri 
and Exerciſes by Diſappointments in the World m 
and I think it is therefore a good Office, an th 
an Act of Charity to help poor indigent Chriſtian K. 
to fortify themſelves againſt ſuch a Frame, an P. 
to comfort them under their Preſſures, which hal co 
been the Deſign of the ſeveral Motives, Arg» fic 
ments and Conſiderations which I have made uf an 

of to thoſe that have an Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſu gr. 
this one Pearl of great Price, and are under world Ne 
Straits and Diſappointments, that they bear ſuc un; 
Rebukesof Providence with Submiſſion, and wit. fon 
out a diſquiet fretful Temper of Spirit: But i Ph: 
proceed, | Fl. 
2. This may alſo be a Word of Exhort to 
tion to the rich Chriſtian, to thoſe that have tha 
great Share in this World's Goods, and over a tur: 
belides that, have an Intereſt in this Pearl vi wh: 
great Price, which crowns all their other Enjq nou 
ments; ſome ſuch there are in the World, tho tenc 
the Apoſtle ſays, they are very few, 1 Cor. gres 
26, 27, 28. The Balk and main Body of Perſoſ i excl 
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who are intitled to Chriſt, lyes among ſuch as 
are of a middle Station of Life, and among the 
Poor, not among Perſons of Quality, not a» 

mong Lords and Earls, Knights, and Men of 

Honour, but among Perſons overlookt, and of 

little or no Account in the World, in Com- 

Wy pariſon of theſe that are diſtinguiſht by great 

Titles of Honour and Glory. Not many of theſe 

are called, ſome there are, ſo that they are not 

all poor Folks neither, but God in his Goodneſs 

and Wiſdom 1o orders Matters, that there ſhould 
be ſome rich. to help the poor of his. Family, 
ad that the Reproach and Odium ſo common and 
fe in the Mouths of the Wiſemen of this World, 
may not always hold true, as was objected by 
the Phariſees, John 7. 48, 49. Have any of the 

EKulers or of the Phariſees believed on him? But this 

(8 People who knometh not the Law, are curſed. They 

concluded they muſt be a Pack of crazy, Brain- 

fick Ideots, that followed Chriſt and his Doctrine, 
and that: becauſe the Rulers and Phariſees, the 
ereat Doctors of the Law, believed him not: 

Now, that this Notion of theirs might not be 

8 20 verfally true, God calls ſome: among the per- 

bons of Diſtinction in the World, as Nicodemus a 

V8 Phariſce and Ruler among the Jews, as in v. 50, 
51. compared with Chap. 3. 1. Thus God does 

so this Day, and that not only, as has been ſaid, 

chat the poor of the Flock may be more na- 

ol turally provided for, but that he may obviate 

"oy what might be objected either to the Diſho-. 

[WH nour and Reproach of Religion, or elſe might 

tend to the Diſconragement of ſuch as are 

great in the World, as if they were ntterly 


excluded from all hope of Salvation; ſo that 
M 3 , ſome 
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ſome ſuch there are, who have plentiful Eſtates Ne 
and abundance of this World's Goods, and yet Nd 
have alſo an Intereſt in Chriſt, the Pearl of WI'v 
great Price, to ſuch this Exhortation may branch H 
it ſelf in the following Particulars, + = | 
- I, You that are privileg'd with ſo great a fu 
Favour as to have this Pearl of great Price, and 
alſo a Confluence of outward Accommodations Win 
you have Cauſe to admire the Bounty and Wn: 
Goodneſs of God towards you, and pray do ſo, {W:® 
What! you to be twice rich! when many your WT! 
Fellow-Creatures are twice poor. You to be {Wk 
rich here, and rich hereafter, when many are WW 
r here, and like to be poor and miſerable Here 
ercafter ; this obliges you greatly to God, to 
bleſs him, for his vouchſafed Grace, he intruſts 
you with a double Talent, with a great Tatent 
of theſe Things, beſides your Right and Title 
to Jeſus Chriſt, your beſt Riches; and is not this 
great Kindneſs think you? Will not this endear 
your Hearts to him? You that are under ſuch 
favourable Circumſtances, conſider, God might 
have cauſed you to have gone under the like Hard- 
ſhips! with your Brethren. You might have 
been put to work hard for a poor Livelihood, 
like your Porter, your Labourer, or meaneſt 
Drudge you keep, and all for a little Meat and 
Drink, and a few coarſe Cloths to keep you from 
Starving; but you enjoy Plenty of all Things, 
high Diet, ſtately Houſes, rich Furniture, ſoft 
Beds to lye down on, ( alſo probably) your 
Country Houſes, pleaſant Walks, flowery Gar- 
dens, lofty Statues, with all the Ornaments that 
Art can invent to make them deſirable; re- 
member, Sirs, theſe Things are more than you 
I 648 % can 
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can challenge from God, for what have you 
done to oblige him ? Are they not all Favours 

which he intruſts you with, and may recal at 

his Pleaſure ? And ſhou'd not this oblige you to 

bleſs * for what you do enjoy ſo plenti - 

fully? A et 

2. Conſider, you are under an Obligation to 0 k 
improve thoſe Things for God; he has given you 7 
| nany Privileges, and great Enjoy ments, but not 1 

so ſpend them upon your Luſts, Hoſe 2. 8, 9. 
There we find that God had intruſted that Peo- 
dle with many Priyileges, Corn, Wine, Oyl, 
Wooll, Flax, Silver and Gold, theſe were 
great Things in Conjunction, a Magazine of 
Stores, - but how do they carry under all this 
plenty? Do they improve them for God and 
his Worſhip, as he might well expe& from 
them? No, no, they make a quite different Uſe 
of them, they paid their Rent to a wrong, 
Landlord, they - prepare them for Baal, and there- 
fore he tells 'em he'll Return. They concluded 
hat God had leftſall this Plenty, wholly to their 

wn Diſpoſal, had thrown the Reins on their 
Necks, and they might live at a licencious 
Random, and indulge themſelves as they pleas d, 

that he was ſe gone, as he wou'd never call 

them to an after Reckoning, how they ſpent 
ll this Store; no ſuch Matter, ſays God, they 

hall have no Cauſe to think thus neither, for 
le Return, Ile come upon them with a back 

troke, when they little think on't ; they think 

Is their own, and that they may live as they 

iſt, but le Return them; and that's notall 
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Neither, but l'le take away my Corn in the Time 
Witrcof, and my Wine in the Seaſon thereof, — 
when 


Cy 


Crop, and a vaſt Vintage, and from them ty 
have all your Barns cram'd full of Corn, of whic 
you” intend to make Cakes to the Queen d 
Heaven, and your Cellars full of rich Sack an 
Claret, of which you purpoſe to make a ſump 
tuous Preſent to your grand Idol Baal, and be 
very jolly at his Feſtival; then l'le ſurprize yo 
with an Ambuſh of violent Storms of Rain and 
Hail; that ſhall-batter down your Corn, and ſpoil 
your Vintage. God has done thus many Times 
and we were not long ſince without our juſt Fean 
on this Account, by the frequent Rains which 
threaten d to ſpoil that plentiful Crop of Cori 
now upon the Ground with us, but bleſſed be 
God, who has of his Mercy, heard the many 
Prayers that were put up to him on this Ac: 
count, and gives an hopeful Proſpect, now, at 


for the Ingathering of that Plenty that is now 
upon the Earth, and that he lets us hereby ſet 
that he can haue Compaſſion on them that have 
been ſo provoking as we have been, and art 
to this Day. We ſee here how God threaten; 
this People, that he would take away their Cori 
and their Wine at the very Seaſon, when the] 
were ready to gather them, when they were pre. 
paring their Sythes and Sickles: to reap thei! 
Corn, and their Inftruments for gathering in 
their Vintage, then he wou'd bereave em of 
them: And further, he tells 'em, hel recover 
his Wool and his Flax given to cover their naked- 
neſs ;, they ſhould fall ſo tar ſhort of being in- 
dulg'd with fine Brocades and rich Cambricks, 
that they ſhou'd not have a Coat to their Backs, 
| es | nor 


5 This was ſuited to the Time of the firſt 
wr Impreſſion in 4715. | | 
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hen you are full of Expectation to have a grez 


the beginning of Harveſt, of a ſeaſonable Time 


nor a Shirt to cover their Nakedneſs. I will, 
ſays he, Recover my Wool and my, Flax, given to 
cover her Nakedneſs; whence, by the way, we 
may obſerve, That God never gives any Thing to 
any People or Perſon, but he reſerves his own Title 4n 
it, and to it, and therefore he has a Right to 
recover it at his Pleaſure : To recover it, ſeems 
to be a Law Term, whereby is intimated how 
unwilling poor Creatures are to part with their 
abuſed Mercies, they would fain detain them, 
but God is reſolved to have 'em from them; 
he lays his Claim to them, puts in his Plea againſt 
the Abuſers of them, proves Matter of Fact 
againſt them, and ſo recovers em out of their 
Hands, and all this he may do in Mercy-to 
them, That he may bring them into the Wilderneſs, 
and ſpeak contfortably to them there, v. 14. Thus, 
Sirs, you that have plentiful Eſtates, you are un- 
der an Obligation to God to improve them for 
his Service, for the Promotion of the Goſpel, 
and for the good of the Souls of your Fellow- 
Creatures, ſo far as theſe Things may be ſervice- 
able thereto. God has not given you theſe 
Things wholly for your ſelves, that you ſhou'd 
18 employ them all that way, for you read, Hof. 10. 
1. that. 1ſrael was an empty Vine, altho' he brought 
forth Fruit, and the Realon was, He brought it 
forth to himſelf ;, he brought forth Fruit, but no 
Body but himſelf was better for it, it was all for 
uinſelf, and God reckon'd him as an empty Vine; 
as good bave brought forth none at all; as: all 
for himſelf: Thus, ſuch as heap and hoard; up 
Treaſure for themſelves, and theirs, they may 
be truly reckon'd empty Vines, in as much as all 
dheir plodding and progging is for en 
19 | an 
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and their Children, which yet they know rid 
whether they may be wiſe Men or Fools, no 
whether they ſhall be Kinſmen or Strangen 
that ſhall inherit after them; yet notwithſtand: 
ing, how prone are rich Men to be very defi 
rous to increaſe their Wealth, to heap up on 
Bag upon another: They think it a loveh 
Sight to ſee a Heap of Gold, a Heap of ſhining 
Duſt, that they may have recourſe to at Plex 
ſure, 'and yet when they have gotten as much 
Riches as one would think might pleaſe them, 
they are een where they were, not a jot richer 
than betore, they want as much as before, ant 
ſo are as miſerably poor as before, for they really 
have not what they have, they have not a Hear 
to uſe it as they ſhould, and therefore theit 
Gold is no more theirs, then when it was at 
Mexico or Peru, or in ſome other Part of the 
Indies, when it lay in the Mines there from 
whence it came; ſo, as Salomon ſays, Prov. 13. 7 
There is that maketh himſelf rich, yet hath nothing, 
and there is that maketh himſelf poor, yet bath grea 
Riches; fo that the poor Chriſtian with Content: 
ment, 1s richer then the Miſer with all his Bags 
of Gold and Silyer, - ſuitable to this the Apoſtle, 
1 Tim. 6. 6 to 10. Godlineſs with Content men 
is great Gain, they that will be rich fall into many foo. 
liſh. and hurt ful Luſts, &c. for the Love of Mont) 
it the Root of all Evil, which, while ſome coveted 
aſter, they have erred from the Faith, antl pierced 
themſelves through with many Sorrows. They have 
not only been hurtful to their poor Neighbours, 
and pierced them through by their Oppreſſion, 
but alſo pierced themſelves through and through with 
mam Sorroms, all which the Text will well my 
vt 
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but yet 6 fond are wordly- minded Men of this. 
poor fading World, that they earneſtly deſire it, 
and think themſelves extream Happy if they can 
fill their Coffers with this vellow Clay; and 
when this is done, they are not one whit the 
"WF Richer than before, inaſmuch as they ſtil, as 
Wh beforefaid, are as little content and ſatisfied as 
before, and want as much as before, afid are 28s 
bot in their Purſuits after the World, as before. 
"WH Thus Men of all Ranks purſue the World with 
peut Concern z the Gentleman purſues his Plea- 
ures, the Merchant his Merchandize, the TradeG 
man his Shop, the Farmer his Corn and Cattle, 
end often unneceſſary and unſeaſonable Purſuits 
"Ware made after theſe Things with the utmoſt 
"WApplication, whilſt, in the mean while, Things 
owned and acknowledged by themſelves to be 
"Wot greateſt Moment and Concern, are done with 
nuch lndifferency, if not wholly neglected. 
| am not, whilſt I write thus, an Adyocate for 
a lazy ſlothful Life, in Idleneſs and Negligence ;, 
for a diligent Attendance of a Man's Buſineſs 
nd Employment, is very conſiſtent with the 
general Calling of a Chriſtian, to ſerve God: 
But that which is truly chargeable herein, is, 
hat Men of a worldly Temper uſually launch, 
ut into an over Concern for the Things of 
his World, and are not ſo concerned about Mat- 
ers of their Souls: And this is not only to be 
ound among wicked worldly Men, but too com- 
on. among Perſons who would be diſtinguiſhed 
from their Neighbours, by their Profeſſion of Re- 
igion; and it is Matter of Lamentation It ſhould 
be ſo; but that it is ſo, is too clear to fequire 
it Evidence, and too frequent ta need an Iu- 
1 | N ſtance. 
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ſtance. But the ſincere Chriſtian, who is Rich 
in this World, and yet has an Intereſt in thi 
pearl of great Price (as all true Chriſtians. have) 
he, 1 hope, will kindly receive what I offer it 
Faithfulneſs to him herein, and withont Offence, 
which is, that he lies under a ſpecial Obligatiot 
to improve bis Riches and Plenty tor God, and 
the Publick Cauſe of the Goſpel, for to this End 


| 

| 

„he is intruſted with it. And this leads me natu. | 

rally to the Third thing in the Exhortation, which WW 

is what follows. | _ r 

| . Such as have this Pearl of great Price, and I. 

4 alſo a Confluence of 'worldly Riches,” may have F 
10 an Exhortation from hence to a n Duty in. 
. cumbent on them, and that is, to ſympathize with 
| | and comfort their poor Brethren with Some. 

AN thing of their Plenty: They are in a Capacity to 

5 ſupport them, to eaſe them, and to impart to. 

4 them out of their Abundance, to relieve then 4 

1 in their preſſing Straits. There are ſome, I hope ; 

= many, both in the City and Country, truly Ho- * 

1 nourable on this Account, that can find in their ,; 

ll Hearts to ſhew Compaſſion to their diſtreſſet WF, 

| | Brethren, that do more for them than! wiſh 5 

"0 them well, and ſay to them as we have ti, James 2 * 

| 16, Depart. in peace, be ye warmed, and be ye filled W-, 

1 Which is a fine, eaſy and cheap way off pityine Wl R. 

: them; which the Apoſtle mentions on, purpoſeMW-. 

| to reprove it, and brand it with an Odium: Bu th. 

I hope there are many rich Chriſtians, who, no an 

only kuow their 8 this behalf, but art D 

conſcientious in practiſing it, that are truly com 5 

paſſionate to the Neceſſities of their poor Bre. 4.1 


thren, and they are of all others che Right, Honor, ;1.. 
rale, inaſtauch as they comply with that honour 
WR DT to Jong TOs e 


14 


12 
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able Duty which God calls for at their Hands: 
But yet I doubt not, but there are others, who 
lie under the ſame Obligation from God to their 
Duty, who ſtand in as much need of ſome Mo- 
tives to their Duty in this reſpect, as the poor 
Chriſtian does to his, of being calm and quiet 
under the Diſpenſation of God's Providence to- 
wards him. And ſeeing it is God's Cauſe, and his 
Poor's Cauſe that I am now pleading, pray, you 
whom it concerns, ſuffer the Word of Exhortation, 
as the Apoſtleſpeaks, Heb. 13. 22. and pleaſe to 
bear with me a little, if I uſe ſome Freedom in 
Particular. * * 


r. Conſider, that your poor Brethren have 
a juſt: Title to your Plenty, and that by the Di- 
vine Law : They may truly lay Claim to ſome- 
what of your Fullneſs; and this they hold 
by Ten of Divine Eſtabliſhment. This is 
truly Jure Divino; for this ſee Prov. 3. 27, 28. 
With-hold not Good from them to whom it is due, 
when it is in the Power of thine Hand to do it : 
Say not unto thy Neighbour, go, and come again, and 
to Morrow I will give thee, when thou haſt it by 
thee - So that God who hath given you that are 
Rich, all the Abundance you have, has reſeryed 
in that Deed of Gift, a Right to the Poor, and 
there is Somewhat due to be paid to them, as 
an Out-Rent, appropriated to their Uſe by the 
Lord of the Manuour of whom you hold; and this is 
not to be deferred neither, but duly and ſeaſo- 
dably paid, when the Caſe of your poor Bre- 
thren calls for it. And if I may be allowed to 
| | "706 3 turn 
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turn our Evgliſh Proverb into Latin, I would res, 
dier it Poetically, thus: Ne er air 


E 5 Pauper Equus , Nee forſen dum gramina creſcuu, 
* Alliter | 


| : : if raming dum creſcunt, Pauper Equus prreat, 


And if while the Graſs grows, the poor Hor: Ml | 
may dye, and ſo the more Care is taken of hin 
þy the Owner; much more ſure a timely Supp) 
s required by God for his Poor; and the Ten 
laſt before- mentioned, 1ully enjoyns it. Remen. 2 
ber, Sirs, all you have, is the Gift of God, anl Ml « 
you are under an indiſpenſable Duty to in- 
prove it for God and his Poor. God has mat: y 
you who are rich Chriſtians, your poor BrethretsM o 
Caſh-Keepers, their Purſe-Bearers; and he ei 
petty a faithful Diſcharge of that. Truſt he hi cc 

repoſed in you: and therefore, ſee that yqu acquit ¶ ye 

yourſelves. fairly and honeſtly in your Truſt. W 
2. Conſider, that the paor: Chriſtians are you WW ba 
Fellow Members, they belong ta the ſame-My- IW Fe 

ſtical Body with your ſelves; the poor-Believer T. 

holds of the Head with you, is a Member, of co. 

Chriſt with you; and if the Memhers' of the 

Natural Body have ſuch a tender and compaſſio Wit 

nate Concern one for another, ſhould not Men- 

bers of tlie Body of Chriſt, who js a common 

Head ,to all Believers, have the ſame Regard 
as they? But bow will it appear, if you can 

ice the Wants of your poor Brethren; when you 

have ready at Hand, and lying by you, what 

YOu, (gn. Well ſpare to ſupport them, but do 
not; l ü | J 


7: 7 
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3. Conſider,” that 'Chriſt takes any Rindneſs 
| done to his Poor, as done to Himſelf, Marth. 25. 
from 35. to 45. Every Act of Mercy you do to 
my of your poor Brethren, Chriſt takes it as done 
to himſelf; and what would you do for him, 
think you, or would you have done for him, had 
you liv'd when he was in his State of Humilia- | 
tion, and had ſeen him in the like Straits of ſome *. 
of your poor Brethren whom you. know? The [1 
ame done for his Poor, he reckons as if. yau did 
it for him: Prov. 19. 17. He that hath pity on the 
Poor, lendeth to the Lord, See now. how far you 
dare truſt him: Hehath given you all the Plenty 
and Store of eyery kind you have ; he hath truſted 
yon with a great deal, and dare you truſt him little 
or nothing ? 5 | | 

4. Conſider, it will not repent you when you 

come to dye, that you have been found in this 
your Duty: Did you ever know, or hear of any, 
who in their laſt Moments complain'd, That they 
had been too compaſſionate, too kind to their 
Fellow Chriſtians, to the Poor of Chriſt's Flock ? 
This I believe was never known, but many on the 
contrary, 
» 5. Conſider, that this is your proper Scaſon ; 
it is in Seaſon for them, and in Seaſon for 
yourſelves ; for you cannot do it in the Grave; 
there is no Work of Bounty to be done there, 
Whither you are going ag faſt as they; and 
when you come there you'll have nothing to 
ge, and they'll want nothing you have. | Your 
proper Seaſon is therefore now, whilſt you live, 
and got to leave it wholly till your laſt unwil- 
ling Will and Teſtament, which is an Argument 


ou love the World entirely well, and that 
 _ youll 


0 
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it; but when you ſee you can hold it no: longy, 


«Four rmer Omiſlio 
6. Conſider, — your Bounty to the. Por 
is the Way to increaſe your Store: Prov. 1, 
24, 25. There is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſet, 
& c. liberul Soul ſhall be made fat; and he th 
wateret h, ſhall be watered himſelf, 80 alſo Chapte 
2 19. 17. He that hath pity on the Poor, lendeth unto th 
Lord; and that which he hath given, will he repg 
And he does it always with better, either in th 
fame kind, or in that which is more Valuabk 
So alſo, Pſalm 41. 1, 2, 3. Bleſſed is he that cox 
tdereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver him in Tim 
of Trouble; the Lord wil preſerve him, and keep. hin 
alive, and he ſhall bebleſſed upon the Earth, &C, Deu 
15. 10. Thou ſhalt farely give him, and thine Heat, 
ſhall not be — when thou giveſt unto him, becaiſ 
— 4 Thing the Lord thy God ſhall ble 
rhee in a thy Works, and in all that thou pute] 
thine "Hai unto. And 1 doubt not, but if you 
look into the World, you may find many livelſ 
Inſtances hereof occur to your N Fhi 
is like Salt to ſeaſon your Store, to keep i 
ſweet from putrifying, and make it ſpend the 
better: And alſo your Bounty towards your Pon 
Brethren; gives them occaſion to bleſs God on your 
behalf, and obliges them to pray for you; an( 
you know not what Advantage their Pray en 
may de to you: They may be a ſort of Inſuring 


vo I part with nothing as long as you can key 


rben the Poor muſt have ſome Pittance out of i 
as if you would — 1 Ne N with God fe 


Office to you in "thoſe great Adventures yo up 
have on the deep Waters, or elſewhere. They. 


may _ you to commit your - Aftairs to God, 
and 


ns MD” 


( 12 þ | 
and-put them under his 2 ; they may, by 
our Kindneſs ſhewn to them, uſe, Arguments 
with him which you yourſelves cannot; for ſo 
much ſeems to be implied in what the Apoſtle 


ſays, 2 Cor. & 10. Now he that miniſtreth Seed to 


the Sower, both miniſter Bread for your Food, and mul- 
tiply your Seed ſown, and — the Fruits of, yonr 
Righteouſneſs. And beſides, conſider that God can 


| many. Ways bereave you of your Plenty: If you 


are loth to part with it for the Promotion of Res 
igion, or Suppor of the Poor, he has Ways enaugh 
to ſtrip you of your Riches; and it is far more 
comfortable, as well as more honourable. for you, 
o part with them in the Way of your Duty, than 
o have them dragg d from you, as the Puniſhment 
your Sin. els 210 5 f | 

7. Conſider, God has put you in 7 ruſt, as his 
Stewards, for the Poor of his Family, for your 
indigent Brethren ; 1 Pet. 4. 10. Ar every ane bath 
recerved the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame ons to 
mother, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of 
Cod. Your great Landlord has put you in Truſt 
for them, has made you his. Stewards, has put 
Stock into your Hands, to be laid out upon 
them, as their Neceſſit ĩes require: And you would 
not xretain an untaithful Steward in your own 
Affairs, but would ſoon diſcharge him; and do 
on tbink God, who knows their Wants, and 
aun Fullneſs, and obſerves: how you lay it out, 
woes not as much expect Faithfulneſs in the Truſt 
e has, committed to you, as your ſelves do in 


Jour Servants? Surely, Jon cannot think ſo. 
duppoſe any of you wha; have. Children, ſhould, 


or a while go abroad from your Family, and 


hen vou are about £0. go, Jo, your 
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Steward, © br other Servant whom you leave ii 
Truſt of your Family, and fay thus to him: 
Here, I leave in your Hand ſuch and ſuch 
© Things; take theſe Keys, and you'll find under Wi 
- them Proviſion enough of all Sorts for my hi 
< Family till T return, and beſure you take Wc 
« ſpecial Care of the Children; what- ever you WD: 
“0 do, let them want for Nothing.” You would n 
take it very ill, if, upon your Return yo; 
ſhould ſind, inſtead of feeding and cloathing the Wr; 
poor Children, your Servant ha&imbezzVd your Who 
Goods, and ſpent them in Riot and Entertain- Wi 
ments upon Strangers and vicious Viſitors, and p 
almoſt pin'd and ſtarv'd the poor Children. And Wt 
do you think your great Lord and Maſter has Wh 
not as great Regard for his Children, as you have War 
for yours? And that he expects not as ſtrict Ac- W!, 
ccount of your 'Stewardſhip, as you do of your Wn: 
Servants ? e 8 

8. Conſider, that you'll have more Peace and 
Satisfaction in what you lay out this way, than 
in what you expend, and it may be laviſh out WP 
too, in many things may be well enough ſpared. We 
Think of this, Sirs, you who abound in the BY 
Things of this World; God did not — you Wl 
them, nor were you born to eat and drink of Wer 
the beſt, to indulge your delicate Palates, to Bice 
wear fine Cloaths, and appear in your Bravery, WW | 
whilſt your poor Brethren can neither get ſuffi Nes 
cient Meat to their Bellies, nor Cloaths to their 
Backs; but I fear even your Lady's Lap-Doy 
feeds better, and Jodges better than they do; 
and if loſt, a Guinea for any who ſhall be ſo 
kind as to bring the pretty, pampered, ſpotted 
Creature home to ber Ladyſhip ; and leſt the 
. 228 « Dea 
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Dear Thing ſtiou'd not be met with, no Qdes 
ions ſhall be ask'd; and if ſome lucky Hand 
hall bring the Beauty Home to it's Miſtrek, 
bundance of Thanks is given to the Beater, 
rer and beſides the promiſed Gratuity, whiles 
er Ladyſhip's Fellow-Creature ſtands at her 
Door unregarded, or ſent away with a Frown, 
nd look'd on as a common Nuſance. 

You who are Ladies and Gentlewomen, and 
rofeſſors of Religion, after more then the com- 
on Sort, and yet ſo fond of new Faſhions, will 
ou give me Leave to remind yon of what the 
poſtle Paul ſays.? You have the Legacy he has 

ft you, in 1 Tim. 2. 9, 10. Inlike manner alſo 
at Women adorn themſelves. in modeſt Apparel, with 
umefac'd and ſobriety, not with broider'd Hair, or 
old, of Pearls, or coſtly Array, but (which be- 
meth Women profeſſing Godlineſs) with good Works. 

ou ſee what he ſays to Believers in his Time, 

d how he directs the good Women of his Day 

d the Apoſtle Peter preaches the ſame Doctrine, 
Pet. 3. 3, 4, 5- Whoſe Adorning, let it not be 
out ward Adorning of Plaiting the Hair, &c. but 

it be the hidden Man of the Heart, in that which 
not corruptible, even the Ornament of a meek and 
iet Spirit, which ;s in the Sight of God, of great 
ice , for after hs. Manner, in the cid Time, the 

ly Women- alſo who truſted in God, adorned them- 
vet, being in Subjettion unto their own Husbands. + 
hope you will not ſay; that theſe Texts are 

e an old Almanack, and now out of Date, 
oO you may think them an hard Leſſon; but 


oe modiſh and faſhionable Bravery of too many - 
4 the: Profeſſors of Godlineſs, ſpeaks as if they. 
ne appear with 


naked 


ought ſo; for while 17 Women 


en 

naked Breaſts, patch'd, if not painted Faces, a 
other gawdy Attire, when they come into th 
publick Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of Gol 
where they ſhould be moſt ſerious, and wha 
they can ſcarce go by a Glaſs, but they mu 
have a Peep into it to ſee how their Dre 
ſits : (while the Glaſs of God's Word is ſelday 
conſulted. to know the State of their Souls) Ye 
and the Maid in her Gaiety is ſcarce diſtinguiſh! 
from the Miſtriſs, what do theſe Things ſpe 
out leſs, then that they think theſe Lectures 
Modeſty are now out of date, and not to | 
regarded ? and fo are like one of whom I hay 
heard, that being urged by her Friend, wit 
what the Apoſtle Paul ſaid in this Caſe, ſh 
roundly reply'd, She was not of Paul's Min 
which Relation was told me to be among tho 
People who pafs under the Denomination ol 
Quakers ;, and here, by the way, I will, to the 
Honour, ſay, that their Dreſs in Apparel is th 
moſt grave tor the aged, the moſt decent fa 
the young, and the moſt inoffenſive for all, ina 
much as it is moſt agreeable to the Rule wi 
ſhould all walk by, of any other among us what 
ever, who paſs under the Name of Chriſtians; { 
that in this particular, they are exemplary t 
them all, and it is well if they hold here, an 
grow not faſhionable like their Neighbours 
and I think I may alſo here ſay, that if to 
old humble Chriſtians of the firſt Times of Rn 
tormation from Popery in theſe Iſlands, wen 
to come into our religious Aſlemblies, and ſe u 
the gawdy Dreſſes that are now uſed, thei 
wou'd never own ſuch as appear in them to a. 
teix Succeſſors in that Modeſty of ApparWo 
Which 
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au chich their Practice recommends, as may eaſily 
ie obſerv'd by the Repreſentations we have of 
zem, and other eminent Miniſters of the Goſ- 
el, and private Perſons of both Sexes, of 


later Times, in thoſe Draughts we have of them, 
rhich are kept as well in Honour and Memory of 


jo em, as for Ornament, in many Rooms. And I 
YelWhink it is obſervable, that Perſons profeſſing God- 
u ineſs under ſeveral Denominations, have run into 


ſtrange Extravagancies, and have been more deli- 
ate-in their Meats and Drinks, and in their 
Dreſs, ſtnce they have been by the kind Providence 
pf God indulged with Liberty for their worſhip- 
ng of Him after their own Sentiments: For, in 
mes of Reſtraint, on this Account, and of my 
Remembrance, it was much otherwiſe; and Pity 
tis, that fair Weather ſhould do any Harm 
put the Sins charg'd upon Jeruſalem, after the 
Manner of Sodom, being Pride, Fulneſs of Bread, 
dleneſs and neglect of the poor and needy (for 
Pride can ſpare nothing to the Poor) Ezek. 16. 49, 
Fo. It may give juſt Cauſe to fear the like Judg- 
ments of God upon us, as upon them z* pray 
ead the Chapter throughout, and you may ſee 
f it be not ſo. I ſuppoſe you are not unſen- 
ible what a black Cloud hangs over us, and 
Sow It may Iſſue, we know not, You, whom 
t concerns, know how to apply theſe Things to 
our ſelves, and to enlarge upon them in your 
dwn Meditations, if yon would ſet your ſelves 
artly to it, and [ wiſh you who profeſs ſeri- 
Wuſneſs in Religion, wou'd do it in good Earneſt. 
on would find upon the whole, that you wou'd 
ave more Peace and Satisfaction in your own 
Puls, by denying your ſelves in many Things the 
O 2 . Faſhion 


— 
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Faſhion and Mode of the Times invite you tg 
and laying out that Charge upon Chriſt's Po 
then to ſpend it in any Profuſeneſs whatſoever. 
have been longer on this Particular, then 
may be you have a mind to hear; but pra 
bear with me and my Freedom, for this ond 
in the Matter, for it may be, I may never hay 
an Opportunity more, to ſay any Thing to ye 
on this Subject; but if you will not, I hall 
the leſs thoughtful in this Affair; for havin 
A gotten Two great Men on my Side, vz. the 4 
4 poſtle Paul, and his Brother Peter, I fear not bi 
3 to have a favourable Iſſue, upon a fair Hearin 
of the Cauſe. | 
9. Conſider, that your ſelves live on Bount 
you, notwithſtanding all the Confluence you hai 
of theſe Things, yet you live upon Alms, bl : 
Begging, this is every good Man's Way 4 
Living, whether rich or poor, every true Chl | 
lan lives on Charity, and it is the moſt thri 
ing way of all; you'l never thrive in your Soi 
except you thus live, The juſt ſhall live by Fail 
Habak. 2. 4 not by Faith neither, as it is 
Grace infuſed into the Soul by the Spirit of Go 
any more than by Love, Patience, &c. but 
Curiſt the Obielt of Fauth, this is that Grace th 
emptieth the Soul wholly of /elf, and carries 
to Chriſt Jeſus, in whom :t has pleaſed the Fat! 
that ail fullneſs ſhould dwell, Col. 1. 19. This Mo 
the belt, way, the only way of the Believer's Li 
ing, be thriyes beſt in his Spiritual Man, when | 
has moſt Dependance upon Chriſt ; neyer thi 
to hve of your own: Havings, but go to Gi 
for a conſtant Supply, without this you'l with 
and dye. Lo kngw that when Adam had 
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ta the World for his own, he could not live 
without a freſh Supply of Grace, and if He, 
r. ia a pure innocent State, in which He was, when 
iſt Minted, and come out of his Maker's Hand 

if then, he was not able to ſtand of himſelt, 


how do you think to live without conſtant Sup- 
plies of Grace, from the Fountain of Grace? 


* 


you And if it be your own Way of Living, to lead 
life of Dependance on God, for all your Sup- 
vin plies of Grace to maintain your Spiritual Life; 


c not think much with your poor Brethren, it 
ey have ſome Dependance on you for their 
ceſſary — / age 
10. Conſider, your Reſpect to your poor Bre- 
ten, is a Mark of your Humility, and alſo be- 
tokens your love to Chriſt ; David's Delight was 
with the Saints, whom he calls the excellent ones 
that are in the Earth, Pſal. 16. 3. He took more 
eaſure in his Converſation with them, then with 
rds and Ladies, and it was to them that his 
aodneſr and Kindneſs extended, as he ſays, v. 2. 
d it betokens a great deal of Humility in a 
ch Chriſtian, when he will condeſcend to con- 
erſe with his poor Brother, and acquaint him- 
{elf with him, and eſpecially, if it be to know 
his Circumſtances on purpoſe to ſupport him, 
ind lay him now and then as it were a Stepping- 
Stone, to keep him out of the Dirt as he paſſes 
on in his Pilgrimage to the Celeſtial City; and 
on the other Hand, when Men ſet fo much by 
their State and Grandeur in the World, as 
that they diſdain to be acquainted with the Poor, 
and will not vouchſafe to look upon them, much 
leſs to comfort and ſupport them, it is a Token 
of intolerable Pride, and if ſuch an one belong 
0 
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to God, he will take one Way or other, and one 
Time or other, to humble him, and bring him 
to a Senſe of his own Sin and Duty: And there- 
. fore, you that are rich, do not think your poor 
Brethren any Burden to you, or any Diſhonour 
to you; they are rather an Honour to you, in as 
much as they give you a fair Opportunity of 
doing your ſelves the Honour of ſhewing your 
Love to Chriſt, who 1s their elder Brother, as 
well as yours. w 
11. Conſider, that Jeſus Chriſt has the ſame 
Love for them, as for you, it coſt him as much 
to make them his own, as to make you ſo, and 
that, he now gives tham as frequent Viſits as he 
gives you, tho” they may be leſs look'd on, and 
more rarely viſited now when they are Sick by 
thoſe whoſe Province it is more eſpecially to do 
it, then you are; yet they are as dear to Chriſt as 
you are; the pooreſt Believer is as much upon 
his Heart, as you are, with all your State and 
pompous Trapings; and therefore if you wou'd 
maniteſt your Loya to Chriſt, do it to his Friends, 
to thoſe whom he loves, as well as he loves 
vou. | 
12. You who are rich Chriſtians, conſider, 
that the poor are like to be your Companions 
in Glory. The poor Believer has as good a Title 
to it as you, mall be as Welcome there as you, 
ſhall he conducted and carried by a Retinue of 
Angels, in as great State to their Manſions 
pbove, as you, tho” they are now forc'd to trudge 
on Foot through thick and thin, in a dirty ſoli- 
_ tary Lane, taro' which they muſt paſs thither; 
yet, they ſhall be receiv'd with as great Expreſl- 
ons of Joy on their Arrival at their * 
f mor 
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End, as you: And therefore, ſeeing they ſhall be 
your Companions above in Glory, and that you 
and they muſt live together in the Regions 
ahove, be Fellow- Citizens in the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, and are already Recorded to be of that 
Family, and have the ſame Hope, the ſame Pro- 
miſes, ſtand in the ſame Relation to Chriſt Jeſs, 
your Lord and theirs; make much of them now, 
that you have them here, and make their Paſſage 
as eaſy as you can to the Manſions above, where 
you and they ſhall be together encircled with 
the ſame Glory, and filled with as much Joy 
as you may be capable of containing. 

4- You that are rich Chriſtians, may have 
alſo another Word of Exhortation from hence, 
or you may call it a Word of Dehortation it 
you pleaſe, and that is, that you do not deſpiſe 
your poor Brethren, much leſs reproach them, 
or detract from them. *Tis too common a Thing, 
among Men, to vilify the poor Chriſtian, eſpe- 
cially: if he have fallen ſo low as has forced him 
to diſoblige his Friends, tho“ to his own great 
Sorrow; then preſently he is a Knave, a Cheat, 
as if Poverty and Knavery were inſeperable 
Companions; and the poor Man muſt have his 
Back-Burden of Reproach on this Account, tho? 
it be never ſo much the Trouble of his own 
Spirit that he cannot come up to what he has long 
been ſtrugling for: Yet, fo cenſorious and un- 
merciful are ſome Men in the World, that they 
readily paſs Judgment on him wit hout Aercy, and 
wound Religion through his flank Sides, which 
very uncharitable and unchriſtian : Yea, and 
there are not wauting. ſome who are Perſons 


of. Reputation among Profeſſors of * 
Who 
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who are culpable in this Matter, who to the Sox. 
row of their poor afflicted Brethren are loading 
them with Indignities, and wou'd at once blaſt 
their Reputation among their Brethren, eſpecially 
it they themſelves are but concerned in the 
Matter, tho? for an inſignificant Trifle, of which, 
Idoubt not, but too frequent Inſtances may be 
wen to their Same: Theſe, ſure, are ſorry 
hriſtians, who allow themſelves in ſuch unchari- 
table Reflections, forgetting they are yet in an 
uncertain World, and liable to Diſappointme nts 
with their diſtreſſed Brethren. How unbecoming 
this is to their Holy Profeſſion, how diſconſonant 
to the Rule of their Heavenly Father, how un- 
like the Pattern of the meek ſpirited Jeſus, they 
cannot, but when in a Calm, ſedate Frame con- 
ſider of, and make Reflections thereon to their 
own Abaſement: But ſuch is the Remainders of 
Corruption, even in good Men, that it inclines 
them in their Confluence of their Worldly Things 
to a proud and ſurly Carriage towards their poor 
incapable Brethren; and ſuch an one in their 
Calender muſt be ſet down for a great Knave, 
whoſe narrow Circumſtances will not allow him 
to Anſwer their full Demands, tho' the ſame be, 
as has been ſaid, an inconſiderable Trifle. How 
eaſy is it, to conclude, from the Deportment of 
ſuch a narrow Soul, that if he had liv'd in the 
Days of the poor inſolvent Prophet (in Behalf 
of whoſe Widow, Eliſha wrought à Miracle) 
that he would have been very free of his ſevere 
Reflections on him; and yet it is ſaid of this 
poor Man, that he ſerved the Lord, 2 Kings 4. 
1, 2. and you know not but it may _ 
| | ! * Wl 
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ith your deſpiſed Brother, and this may be hard 


ns Wor him to bear, how light ſoever it may ſeem + 
alt o you: For, according to that melancholy Note 


the P oct, | 

h; Nil haber infelix paupertas durius in ſe, 

be i Quam quod ridiculos homines facit inter amicos, 

ry Ps n 


In Engliſh thus: : 


wght with more Grief the poor Aan's Caſe attend, 
an to be [corned by his former Friends. * 0 


All that I ſhall farther ſay herein, is, that it is 
n- Wery unbecoming thoſe who are Rich, much more 
ir Whoſe who are but in indifferent Circumſtances 
of Mhemſelves, and have taſted that the Lord is 
es Wracious, and can lay Claim to this Pearl of 
5 Wreat Price, and to pardoning Grace by him, 
r add to / their ſtraitned Brother's Calamity, by 
I Wutting more Bitterneſs into his bitter Cup, by 
e, ch their cruel Deportment, as has been noticed: 
n Whereas it were tar better becoming them, to act 


„ the Apoſtle directs in another Caſe, 2 Cor. 2. 
N. To comfort him, if they cannot come up to for- 
e him, left perhaps ſuch an one be ſwallowed up with 
e er much Sorrow. . 15 

If 3- There is another Rank of Chriſtians in the 


Vorld, that will not be called Rich, becauſe they 
e a great many Richer than they, and can 
ford to live higher, and wear finer Cloaths than 
bey: Yet they will not be reckon'd Poor, nor 
o they think themſelves ſo. Now theſe may have 
Word of. Exhortation fitly from hence; _ - 
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ſhall be, not only to be content with what, the 
do enjoy, but allo, to Viel Cod for cir fayou 
a Station. M21 334 * ADT 15 10: 0 

* For Motive: Conſider, that you arc in th 
fitteſt Circumſtance of all others, to do G0 
Service. Your ,,Boul bas, the ſmootheſt; Ground 
to run on; you are not troubled with the Rub 
of Adverlity to make your Boul hobble, nor witl 
the Byaſs of too much Profperity, to make i 
run off from the Mark: Lou are not peſteret 
with a cumberſome Plenty, nor diſcouraged by: 
pinching. Penury, but in the deſirable Caſe 0 
good Agur, Prov. 30. 8, 9. And therefore reckon 
yourſelves in the faireſt State wherein to ſerv 
God, of any other Perſons in the World. vo 
have not the Temptation of the Poor to aſlauk 
you, nor the Incumbrances of, the Rich, to oh; 
ſtrug; you in your heavenly.,Courſe.: You are nd 
ſo, obgoxious to the Temptations of tlie one, or 
the other, as if it were otherwiſe, and I. doub 
not but it is as hard for LY Men to be hum: 


- 
1 
4 . - 


ble, as it for poor Men to be c 


it for poOr M ent; but the 
State of Life God has ſet you, in, is the fitteſt far 
LG eiii wont yr og 97 rites 
2... Conſider, that if yon had more of the 
World, probably, you would improve eſs than 
nom you do. Von, can now do Something for 
God ; but had you more of this World, you think 
you could do abundance more: But you may be 
miſtaken, why not? You, know, if, yan, take 4 
Purſe, and hang it by the Strings in a drawing 
Foſture, and Put a little Mone) into it, qt Wil 
keep pretty open; but if you.cram, it, full, theſe: 
Weight quite cloſes the Mouth of it; apdl .o it 
is barger to draw it open, thas.. hen Bete ia 
Hag 3 12 i. 
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The A pplicatien is eaſie. God 'knows how 
0 > ak 100 molt 4 iceable to him"; and ix 18 
ly teaſbnable youThoftld refer your "Condi ien 
abe Yi 1 Shi ie for you, "ak that you 
| ry Aid to his Choice, a0 think with ybur 
ſelres, that What Your ther Tuts and car ves 
b for vou, the beſt: Yon have not only reaſon 
0 Ac quit Fereinj but to be very thankful för 
1 ihe god Aceh tions you have. Von 
95 that when the wiſe" Salomon might Have 


* what he Would, de did not chuſe Richtes, 
0 br theſe he might fave! had, and' yet been 2 
KolWrery Blockhead ir Wiſdom, how to be moſt 


ſeful in the great Place wherein God had ſet 
him. And Jacob does, as it were, indent with 
od, that if he would 'but give him Bread to eat, 
ob wy Rainient to put on, that then the Lord ſhvutd 
nod: bis Got, Gen. 28. 20. He does not inſiſt on 
0 \bundance of Flocks and Herds, but meer Ne- 
Ubt eflaries, Food  and' Raiment. Thus, you 
mBave as much Bread as you can eat, as much 
the Nelment as you can put on, ſome Suits to ſpare, 
torWprobably, Which you reſerve for ſome ſpecial Oc- 
aſions, to adorn you with: And have you not 
threat cauſe then to bleſs God, that thus it is 
anWrith you, that you have what is needful? And 
torWndeed; a little "wholeſome Meat and Drink well 
rder'd, will ſuffice Nature, and are molt health- 
fil for the Body; a few decent Cloaths will ſerve 
to keep us warm, more than theſe, is Vanity, is 
thing. What! are all the fine dainty Diſhes, 
he brave Attire that ſo ſets off the Perſon; the 
ſtately Houſes, with their rich Furniture, &c. 
ire all theſe Nothing? Yes, fays Solomon, Who 
pac tried them, and therefore knew well enough, 


. | they 
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they are all Vanity, all Noriing; and not only 
but Vexation of Spirit, Eccleſ. 2. from 1 . to | 
Mirth, Wine, ſtately Buildings, Gardens, Ord 
ards, Flocks, Herds, Silver and Gold; and y 
when he fums them up all, he. can make | 
more of them than 28 Cypher; an 

Nothing, worſe, than Nothing, Ve ation of Spin 
Why then ſhopld you be ſo paſſionately fond 
what has fo little real Good in it? Probably, 
vou had more, your Hearts would be ſtraitny 
for improving that more. Think with yourſely 
that if God ſnould indulge you, to give you ma 
Riches; that unlefs he enlarged your Hearts 
improve them arigbt, they would prove rather 
Snare than a Privilege to you. How many | 
ſtances hereof may be given in our own 0 
ſervation? And do you think you. have hett 
Hearts than your Neighbours ? Vou ſee: 50 
Neighbour who came to Town but a very ſe 
Vears ſince, and was then in very mean Circus 
ſtances, could ſcarce get good Cloaths to his Bad 
but ſome one thing or other falls in his Wa 
ſome lucky Hit or other mounts him into ti 
Saddle; and now, he who before was Courtec 
and Afﬀahle, becomes intollerable Proud. WIH 
think you now. of the Man? Is he the bettt 
or worſe for his Succeſs in the World? And a 
you ſure the Caſe would not be ſo with you, 
vou ſhould grow into a greater State than you # 
in? Yau have the ſame. Corruption of Natur 
as other Men, as the worſt of Men, and why th: 
have you any Reaſon to be confident that yi 
ſhould not be overtaken with the ſame Sin 4 
Four Neighbour ? 2 2 oaget's 8 
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3. You may well be fatisfy'd in your preſent ( 
State; and thankful to God that your Condition 
8 whit it is; for if you look into the World, 
jowll ſee Abundance in far lower Circumſtances 
than your ſelves, and very well content too, fo 
far as appears by them. Men are apt to look 
at thoſe that are above them, and they would fain 
be as Great, as Rich as ſuch a Man their Neigh- 
Y. bour: Ah! if they could but come up to him, 
ita chey think they ſhould be happy; and becauſe 
fel they cannot atrive to him, they are uneaſte. 


mo Bur! now, what if you and 1 ſnhould caſt our Eyes 
ts pon a poor diſtreſſed Perſon, hom we know 
ger beſides his Straits in the World, has a poor 
7 1 crazy ſickly Body, lies Bed- rid, and cannot help 
ON binfelf,” whilſt we have our Health and Strength, 
etl ind are able to about our Affairs; ſhould 
yoo not this quiet us 7 and not only ſo, but make 
108 us-yery thankful, that Matters are not much 
curl worſe with us than they are? I remember what 
acl bave heard of a holy good Miniſter, Mr. Martin 
Val tc, ſometimes Preacher of the Goſpel in Lin- 
Li colaſbire, who being in diſcourſe with one of his 
com Hearers, the Man ſeemed to be in Haſte to 
Vibe gone, for (/ays he) I am a going to get my 
0 few Sheep clipp'd to Day. The Miniſter took 


Notice of the Term few, and ( ſays he) Pray, 
Neighbour, how many Sheep have you? Truly, 
Sir, ſays he, I. have but a very few, Thirtcen or 
Fourteen. O! a fine Flock, a fine Flock, T1] aſſure 
von, ſays he : Look, ſays be, at your Neighbour, 3 
ho has but Three or Four, and you'd think ſo. 9 
Thus, my Friends, ſnould we do; we ſhould conſi- 1 
dex their Circumſtances that are below us, and 1 
then we ſhould ſe cauſe not only to be contented, 4 


7 but 
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but thankful that tlie Goodheb of God has Pn 
;videdic10 well fori us, who hate deſerved -{0 | 
from him. And thus I have gang through cha 
Branches of the Uſe of Exhortation, directed 1 
che Ohriſtian in Variety of Circumſtances, | 
wich I have been carried ont beyond my Deſig 
in ſeveral Particulars, which has drawn, out th 
- Diſcourſe farther than I intended. There yet n. 
mains ſomewhat by way of farther Exhort 
tion, or (you may if yon will, call it) a Won 
of Invitation to poor Chriſtleſs Sinners, the 
have mot an Intereſt! in this Pearl of great Pria 
And, O that I could prevail with them to a. 
cept of this precious Pearl! O that God Wu 
(help me with foreable Arguments to, periwac 
them tu entertain this Bleſſed jeſus ! Ho ſhoul 
J think my Time in Meditation, and Labour i 
Writing, well recompenſed! But alaſs ! Wha 
can do at this great Work! Lord, put fort 
the Power of thy Grace to overcome the Stub. 
bornneſs of the Creature, and bring many Soul 
out of the Kingdom bf Satan, intu the; Kingdom ef th 
Dear Son, Col. 1. 13. for without this, nothing 
can be done to any purpoſe: And tfierefore, in 
expectation of thine Aſſiſtance, by thy Grace, 
will proceed. LN 1. gail, 43266 8 
1. Poor Sinner! pray do you: conſider, that 
there is in Chriſt Jeſus, all. you want, or can 
want: Col. 1. 19. N pleafed the Father, that in 
him all Fullneſs ſhould dwell : Not only a Fullneß 
ome one Thing that yon want, but all 
Fullneſs, a Fullneſs of every Thing that you can 
poſſibly need; and this not only for ſome parti. 
cular Scaſon, which if you can opportunely hit 
on, wül anſwer your Caſe, like the Angel; 
. nm 
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troubling the Waters, Johm 5. 4. but this Fullneſs 
is/in him always, it dwells in him. What is it 
you would have, Sirs? Have you ai mind to be 
Rich? O, yes, fain would you be ſo, would you 
now the Way of it? I'm tell yau h.]: Net to 
get an Hundred à Near, or your Bags full of 
Surer and Gold. this i not the right way of 
being Rich, for this you may have, and be mi- 
frably Poor; but there is a far better Way ta be 
Nich, and that is What the wile King Salomos 
directs, to get Wiſdom and Underſtanding, in al your. | 
Oetting; and above all your Getting, gee Miſdom 
nd Underſtanding, Prov. 3. 7. This will do your 
Buſiheſs effectually, and for ever. You may be 

ich in the World one Day, and Poor the next: 
Many Tings may befall you, that: may ſtrip you 
uf ydubluvorldly Riches; but Chriſt. jeſus ſo 
requently going under the Name of MViſdom, 
n this Book of | Proverbs, is the Believer's true 
liches, his laſting, his everlaſting Treaſure, 
He: that finds lum, finds Liſe, Prov. 8. 35, Now, 
vill not this. pleaſe yau, to have Life, and Ever- 
ſting. Life This is the Lite you have by Chriſt; 
Im 4. 44. Here is 4 Well af Mater ſpringing up 
nto Eternal Life, and ſuch. as will keep you from 
Thirſting. Vou will; ſee your ſelves Rich in- 
tel, when you come to fee your Title ta this 
rarl. Or farther, Do you want Peace ? Von 
ould fain lead a quiet Life, free from Diſorders: 
n your own ſelves, in your. Family, and among 
our Neighbours: Well, here is Peace for you, 
he. beſt Peace, the Peace off God which: paſſeth all 
dex standing, to kery hour Hearts and Minds" 
tough Chriſt: Jeſus; nl. 4. 7. So that if yo 
ould have. true Peaceg here it is to be had, through” 
Chriſt 


(128 ) | 
Chriſt Jeſus. ' And as you may have Riches, an 
Peace of the beſt Sort, in and through him; < 
alſo every Thing elſe, truly deſirable, is to bt 
had here; this is the only Market you can go ty 
for right Ware, and to be truly fitted without 
Counterfeits: And this may be one Motive to you 
to ſeek after this Pearl, He is able to ſupply al 
your Wants. Lag: | 

2. Entertain the Offers you have of Chrif 
Jeſus, ' this Pearl of Price, for his Invitation 
are frequent, full, and free: He ſends many 
kind Goſpel Propolal to you; and may not 
will not this engage your Hearts to him ? | 
you had a Friend, a hearty cordial. Friend it 
the Gy, one 1 knew — be 50 
very Friend by many repeated Rind. 
neſſes . from him; 2 bs -ſhould::fent 
Time after Time to you into the Country, tha 
if you would but come up to him, he woull 
bear = Charges thither, and maintain yo 
2 idly all your Days, and you ſhould Wan 
or nothing: If you were in low Circumſtance 
in the Country, wrought hard for a 2 Living 
and not able to maintain your ſalt by har 
Labour, ſurely you would give Ear to thok 
Friendly Invitations, and you would think tha 
_ your Friend ſeem'd to be in good Earneſt 
by his frequent ſending to you, and you believe 
he was, and therefore, you would go and ie, 
Weh, truly Sirs, this is the Caſe, you live it 
the Country, at à great Diſtance from the 
bleſſed City, far from your Friend's Houſe, am 
you are not able to live of your ſelves; all your 
working for Life, tho you work never ſo hard 
will not do: God has appointed another way, 
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better, a ſafer, a ſurer Way of Living for 
ou; for Chrift is the Believer's Life, ſo he is 
all'd, Col. 3. 4. When Chriſt who is our Life ſuall 
ppear, &c. Now, he pities you, and wou'd have 
ou near him, and therefore he ſends many a lov- 
ng kind Letter to you from the Goſpel, which is 
ke the General Poſt-Office in London ; I fay, 
e ſends many, and frequent Invitations; Letters 
Hof Expreſſions of Love and Afſe tion, which 
peak the-Earneſtneſs of his Soul in this Affair, 
nd will not this move you ? He urges your 
wn Neceſlity, he tells you of the great Prepa- 
ations he has made for your Entertainment, 
| that you want, or can want, as has bcen 
aid; he tells you how freely and heartily be 
ill entertain you, He: dces it with all his Heart, 
1d with ail his Soul, Jcr. 32. 41. and if you be 
ha{WWidden, by fuch a Friend, to ſuch Entertainment, 
ul nd ſo heartily bidden, will not all this prevail 
ith you? 1 have heard of a Man invited by 
is Friend to take a Dinner with him ſuch a 
Day, but he went not, his Friend meeting with 
im ſoon after, asbd him why he did not 
ome; Why, ſays hey it was, becauſe you did not 
ayite me heartily; O, yes, ſays bis Friend, 1 
hn vited you heartily; nay, fays the other, for it 
ou had invited me heartily, you wou'd have in- 


rel ited my Wife as well as my felt. Whether. 
ce 11s Objection was well- grounded or no, I will 
ut argue; but my Friends, here is no Occaſion 
ther ſuch; an Objection as this in your Caſe. 


od invites you, and all the Gueſts you can 
dring him, he keeps open Houſe; you, your 
Vives,” your Children, - your Servants, and all 

hat ever: you⁰ AS > vB in; you, and a 
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the Friends you can make him, ſhall all be 
welcome. The Spouſe knew this, and there 
fore half promiſes to bring him ſome Gueſt 

Cant. 1. 4. Draw me, we will run after thee, A 
if ſhe had ſaid, Lord, do but draw me near thy 
ſelf (ſhe was near, but ſhe wou'd be nearer, thi 
is the Property of Grace, to be longing for near 
Communion with Chriſt) and Ile do what I ca 
to get ſome others to follow thee, with me; 
Draw me, we. will run after thee; and: you can 
not brihg any to this great Supper, that com 
heartily, but they ſnall be as heartily welcome; 
ſo that here you have a great Liberty, the Inyi: 
tations are freely made to all needy Soul 
My Brethren, there are, as I may ſay, two great 
Fealt-makers in the World, God, and the Devi, 
and they make great Preparations both of them 
See what great Preparations God makes, how tre: 
of his Entertainment, and how cortiprehenſive 
in his Invitations ; he gives you a Bill of Fare in 
Ha. 55. 1, 2, 3. Ho, every one that thirſteth, com 
ye to the Waters, and he that hath no Monty; come yt, 
buy and eat; yea, come buy Wine and Milk withou 
Money, and wit hout Price. All the (Preparations 
are to he bad freely, without Money, and with. 
out Price; and then he argues with them, v. 2 
Wherefore do you ſpend. your \Monty for that which 
z3 not Bread? Aud your Labour for that which ſatis 
fieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye tha 
which is good, and let your Soul delighe it ſelf in Fatneſs 
He would riot have poor necdy Sinners to ſpend 
their Time, itheir Labour, their Money, for that 
winch fatisfieth not, but invites them to come 
unto him q the does not ſay, Come, but, bring your 
ready Money wth” you; to pay fon rwhat Ty l 
but heat ken diligently, and eat, not a Word of the 
I» Þrics 
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be Price 5 and then, eat that which is good, and 
ere et your! Soul delight it ſelf in Fatneſs. The 
ſts MLord makes rich Entertainment, he provides 
nothing but what is choice and good; Fu Things 
full of Marrow, Mines on the Tees, well rein d, 
IG. 25. 6. We have him exhibiting his Bill of 
are Fare again, in Prov. 9. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Wiſdom bath 
killed her Beaſts, or as the Hebrew in the Mar- 
inal Notes, She hath, killed her killing, that is, 
dane hath compleated her Preparations, all that 
meerer ſhe intended is now ready, her Table is 
{Wurniſh'd, and then ſhe ſends forth her Mai- 
ens, ber Bidders to this Goſpel Feaſt, the Mi- 
iſters of the Goſpel, and what is their Meſſage ? 
re he /o 14 ſimple let him turn in hither, as for him 
bat wanteth Underſtanding, (ſhe ſauh to him, to 
im that ſees himſelf needy and - undone, that 
ſees what a: Fool he has been by following his 
tormer; Luſts in his Ignorance, ſhe ſays ſomewhat 
o him, and what does ſhe ſay ? She ſays, Come, 
at of my Bread, and drink of my Wine, which 1 
baue mangled ; forſake the fooliſh, and live, &c. 
ow: do not you think this is nobly done, to 
ake ſuch great Proviſion, and to be ſo free 
dn't.? Nat a Penny to pay, all the Buſineſs is to 
get Gueſts, to get Souls to come and cat, to 


ome and drink, to eat Bread, and drink Wine, 
1e ithout Money, and without Price. He does 
alot bid you to a Feaſt to make a. Gain of 
ou, he knows you have nothing to give, that 


nay be in any Sort a Recompence to the great 
rovion he has made, — it 1s below him to 
ke any Requital of you, he expects nothing 
ou at your grateful Acknowledganeut of his Grace, 
ve ad y au may well * y your good Word, 


and 
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and ſpeak honourably of your great Benefactor; 
now, by this Time, you may eaſily conclude that 
the Maſter of the Feaſt is very generous in his 
| Preparations, and very free in his. Invitations; 
” you may ſay, as once Haman, I am invite 
alſo. | 
Now, as God makes his Feaſt, and a great 
Feaſt it is, as you have heard; ſo there is ano- 
ther great Feaſt-maker, and that is the Devil 
and he wakes great Preparation too, ſuch as it 
is: He alſo gives you a Bill of Fare, and ht 
tells you what he has for you, he has a Diſh 
of rare ſiveet Pleaſure, another Diſh of exceed. 
ing fat Profit, and a third Service of ſtatch 
glorious Honour for you. If you will belien 
him, theſe are all dainty Proviſions, and nob 
Entertainment; but yet when they come to be 
look d narrowly into, they [are all Counterfeit 
no Reality in them. I remember, I have heart 
of one Remigies, a Judge, who when he had ſom 
Witches under Examination, he ask'd them, h 
what Means the Devil firſt prevaiFd on them, t 


give themſelves up to his Service; to w hid t 

they reply d, That he. gave them à great S⁷ 1 

of Gold in Boxes, Home with them, and there 1 

by enſnared them: On which he further enquir'YF » 
if it prov'd real Gold on their further Tryal : 

O, no, ſay they, for when we came to op e 
the Boxes, it was nothing but wither'd Leave t 

Thus the Devil puts a Cheat upon poor- Sinne } 
he tells them of Pleaſure, Profit, Honour, p 

cellent Things, if you't take his Word, by t 

they are nothing elſe but wither'd Leave t 
every one that has tryed them, has found the o 

h 


ſo, and every one that will truſt him, will fin 
wy ; N the 
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tor; them ſo one Time or other, He puts a Cheat 
that MM upon poor Sinners; he is full of fair Promiſes, 
h but not a Word-true. And he ſends his Agents 
ns: abroad to ſpeak a good Word for him, and they 
viel are ready enough to commend his Entertain- 
ment; he has his Emiſſaries, his Bidders abroad, 
in all the Corners of this great City, and they 
fix up their Bills almoſt in every Street, to give 
Notice, and to tell you what 'Entertainment 'you 
ſhall have at ſuch a Play-Houſe, ſach a Night, 
beginning at ſuch an Hour exactly (that they 
may be ſure to have you there if poſſible) ſuch 
2 New Play, never acted before, calld by the 
Name of fome renown'd Heroe, or ſome fam d 
Beauty, ſhall be perform'd, with a Conſort of 
Muſick, Vocal and Inſtrumental, the moſt de- 
licate that ever was heard (raviſhing Melody 
to be ſure)! to be perform'd by ſuch and ſuch 
accompliſh'd and renown'd Actors, to the Ad- 
miration of all Beholders. Now, Sirs, this is 
the Devil's Feaſt, and when you come to his 
Table, what ſee you? Nothing but what tends 
to inflame your Corruptions ; and what hear you? 
Nothing but a Flood of Froth and Vanity 
larded with-wanton and immodeſt Expreſſions , 
what get you for your expence of Time and Mo- 
ney ? Your polluted Minds fortity'd againft all 
good Motions, your Conſciences ſteeFd againſt 
the piercing Influence of God's Word; your 
Hearts brawn'd againſt his Gun-ſhot, if it were 
poſſible. to. be Proof againſt the Batteries of 
Heayen ; this is all you get, and all the Devil in- 
tends you, and for this you muſt pay too, 55. 10s. 
or it may be a Guinea, for the conveniency of 
hearing and ſecing all, that. nothing of this 
a Rarity 
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Rarity be loſt; and is not this dear-bought Plex: 
ſure think you? To pay your precious T ime, and 
your Money to Boot, for a Diſh of Ribaldy 
and/Railery, formerly ſerv'd up at ſome Fo. 
reign Table of like Licentiouſneſs, and now re. 
cruited with ſome freſh Additions of impudent 
Prophaneneſs to give it a Guſt, and a freſh 
Flavour, to make it paſs the better for a nen 
Comedy, or a new Tragedy: All a per fect Cheat 
and Trick of the Devil, to take Men by the 
Eyes, and by the Ears, and hurry them dow: 
into Per dition. pit... oe 
What ever is ſaid: for theſe: Things, to plead 
for their Toleration, as uſeful in any Sort, a: 
mounts to no more than this, viz. That they may 
ſerve to expoſe the: yicious Practice of ſome Met 
in order to Reclaim and Reform them, and they 
were uſed by the ancients for this Purpoſe 
and obtain'd their deſir'd End; but I hope, ſuch 
as profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, have a hette! 
Pattern to follow then the ancient Heathens 
And further, I ſay, this was never appointed 
of God, nor practiſed by his Church; there ar 
Ways of God's appointing for the Reclaiming 
Men from Vice, and we need not have Re 
courſe to theſe which abundantly more tend to 
Nouriſh Vice, then to explode it: 'T beſe Me. 
thods of Reformation, are the Devil's Statute- 
Laws, enacted and confirmed by the Parliament 
of Hell, and therefore not to be admitted ot 
allowed on by any People profeſſing real Gods 
lineſs; and while Men plead. for theſe, as 
plaufible Way to ridicule Vice, it is too fre. 
quent, that they tend to ridicule Vertue, and 
Hugh every Thing that looks like ee 
rn | * ligloſt 
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es. ligion, if it were , poſlible, out of the World; 
but while this of Uſefulneſs is pretended, 1 
in tar thoſe who plead for this Baal, have other 
0, Things in View, and give their Attendance 
re. there, for other Ends, viz. to gratify theit 
nt enſual Curioſity, and indulge their carnal 
i Appetites, or it may be to meet a Whore. 
e There are many ſuitable Diſcourſes in all the 
cat Congregations in this great City, both from Mi- 
is WF niſters of the Church of England, and Diſſen- 
Wl ers under all Denominations, where the Bleſſing 
of God may more warrantably be expected, as 
ad being his own Ordinance to Reform Men's Man- 
ers, than to have Recourſe to the Method uſed 
by the Heathens, who had no better. And I 
perſwade my ſelf, that if any Sober Chriſtian 
x prevailed upon to gratlty his fooliſh Curio- 
ity to go there, he finds himfelt at a great Loſs 
pon his Return, to apply himſelf preſently. to 
ny ſerious Act of Religion: And on the other 
Hand, how common is it for Perſons of Note 
0 adjourn themſelves from thence to wait up- 
il) n their Miſſes, a Thing much to be lamented, 
s ad threatens us with impending; judgmentz. 
„e Whatſocver Satisfaction theſe, Things may be 
0 a Man of Plenſure, they are a Torment aud 
Lorture to a ſerious Chriſtian, for he cannot 
ear it, to hear the Name of a holy God pro- 
haned, with ſuch Boldneſo, . by; the ligentious 
ctors, as if they dared the Almightey ta bis 
d. ce, and challengd him ta vindicate that Di- 
ie Honour which they notorioufly contemn, 


cout his juſt, Abhorrence 3 but ſuch is the 
nate of Man in his natural Condition, bat be 
+. a find! abundance of Pleaſure in that which is 
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à Gricvanc to a ſerious Chriſtian. Not much 
unlike to this, is what I have heard ofa 2 

Spark, who following the Hounds on à hoy 

Scent, met with a grave Gentleman, to wWhon 

he applies | himſelf thus; Sir, ſays he, Do. nd 

you hear youder ſweet htavenly Muſick ? Meahing thi 

Hounds in purſuit of their Game; the Grau 

Gentleman pauſes a while, and Liſtens as it wer 

to hear, but hearing nothing to his Satisfactiog 

replies as wittily as warily, 7 tant hear it fu 

you bawling Currs; the Application is eaſy. TD 
DeviPs Proviſions, are all poor, beggarly, ſcanty, 

but dear. Now the Proviſion that Chriſt makes, 

are all great and noble, and as free as full; f 

that this may be a Motive to engage the Soul 

of Sinners in this great Buſineſs; Fur I proceed 

3. Look after Jeſus Chriſt, and to perſwadi 
you thereto, Conſider, you cannot go to anothai 
Market and be ſupplied. The Devil tells yo 
of rare Pennyworths he has for you; but the 
are all - counterfeit Wares ; he does it to put 
Cheat on you, and rob you of your precios 
Souls, he has nothing worth having, if you coul 
have it without Price, and that you cannot: He 
tell you of Pleaſure, Plenty, Peace, and 'a gre- 
many fine Things more, fair Promiſes ! But all 
Cheat: He told our firſt Parents a plauſible Stor 
in his firſt Temptation, a great deal of Knoy 
ledge, ' vaſt; - Improvements that Way, and ga 
great Aſſurance of his Kindneſs, and good N. 
ture to them, in Diſpatch of his Buſineis, but 
a deſign'd Trap and Snare, laid to ruin then 
and he carries on the ſame Intrigues ſtill, wil 
improv'd. Craft and Wilineſs; and theretoof* 
whatever he promiſes, or is promiſed _ 
t | an 
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nuch eme, and by his Authority, is with a Defigtt 
Miſchief. The Devil has his Agents, three 
ho reat Miniſters of State, the Luſtt of rhe Fleſh, 
he Luffs of the Eye, and the Pride of Life; 
„nd if you conſult them, your are in moſt immi- 
th ent Danger to be undone. This is a falſe Mar- 
rau et to have recourſe to for Supplys: but now, 
wende Goſpel Market has all that will do you 
tood- Therefore, conſider what a groſs Miſtake 
would be for you to miſs your Market, and to 
e miſtaken in ſ great a Concern as that of your 
ouls 3 to miſs of Chriſt, and miſs of him for e- 
er. This Conſideration, methinks, ſhould greatly 
fect you, | N 

4. Vou may well value Chriſt, for he ſet a great 


ed alue on the Souls of Sinners: He came to ſeek 
rad ad to ſave undone Sinners. Do not you think 
the was a Fruit of great Love in him, to come in 


ur Nature, in our Room and Stead, to ſatisfie 
Nivine juſtice? To come not only in the Hazard 

his Life, but in certain Knowledge of his 
death, and all for this, to ſeek and to fave loſt 
ners? To buy them out of the Hands of 
rand Juſtice, in whoſe Cuſtody they were? 
uud that endearedneſs of Love in him, ſhould 
revail with him ſo freely to become their 
mrety, to anſwer for them all the Challenges 


one the Law, and Demands of juſtice? So that 
za ercy, the prevailing Attribute, ſhould, with 
ch. an Acclamation of exulting Joy, make a 


ſible: end glotious Expoſe of the Bleſſed: je- 
% to Divine Juſtice, ſaying, as in % 33. 24. 
Deliver? ut Saul out of the Pit, I Have” foind 4 
lnſome. And if Jeſus Chriſt put ſuch a Value on 
our-; Souls,. as to purchaſe them at ſo dear a 
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Rate, as the Price of his own Precious Bloc 
then ſurely you are under the greateſt Obljp 
tion to value and account him Precious. Gli 
accounts Souls precious, his People precious 
they are his Treaſure, his Jewels ;, they are call 
ſo in Scripture Phraſe; and as bad as ill M 
count them, they are all the good that he h 
in this lower World; he reckons them ſo; Da 
32. 9. The Lord's Portion is his People, Jarob is (| 
Lot of his Inheritance. They are all his Riches, 
he values in the World, and it is in reference 
them that the Order of Things in it are kept 
that ſtrict Government that they are in by his PHH 
vidence to this Day. Now, does he value the 
10 highly, and does he value the Souls of Sinne 
ſo highly, (for ſuch the Saints all were, be fa 
Converſion, Eph. 2. 1, 2, 3.) then this may bei 
great Motive to Sinners to value Chriſt; ar 
as a Demonſtration thereof, to ſeek dilgently : 
ter him. Ivins wor 30 ; | 
F. Seek after this Pearl of Price, the Loi 
Jeſus, for elſe you put a Slight on him; y 
do in effect ſay, Depart from us, we deſire not li 
Knowleage. of thy Ways : this is an Affront upq 
his Grace. If a Malefactor were going to 
executed, and the King ſhould of his Clemend 
. fend him a Pardon by the Hand of the Prin 
his Son, and the miſerable Wretch ſhould. rejet 
it, yea, though all the kind Propoſals imag 
nable ſhould be made; to engage him, as, | 
ſnould not only have. his Pardon, but be take 
into the Royal Family, be ever after accounte 
as one of the King's Sons, and have all thi 
Marks of Honour , put upon bim, to diſtinguil 
him as (ac!:,, yet the poor Caitute ſhould be f 
| | | ul 
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unreaſonably ſtub as to reſolve, no, he would 
not, for then he muſt acknowledge his Offence, 
and the King's Authority and Grace; would 
not all wiſe Men think him to be out of his Wits, 
and deſerve to ſuffer the moſt exquiſite Tor- 
ments, The Caſe, my Friends, is much the ſame 
in the Matter before us; the Father has ſent 
his Son to you with tenders ot Grace, of Par- 
don and Reconciliation through him, andthe has 
in Commiſſion to anvance you, to be Co-Heirs 
with himſelf, upon your acceptance of his Grace, 
as propoſed : Now, what a Diſgrace do you put 
upon Divine Love, (as far as you are capable of 
doing it) if all his Kindneſs muſt be tlighted, 
and rather than acknowledge him your Lord 
and Sovereign, and accept his Grace, you will 
dic like Rebels ? Is not this a Slight put upon 
him? © You do in effect ſcorn his Goodneſs, defy 
Y his Power, dare his Juſtice, provoke his Patience, 
challenge his Dominion, and diſpute his Sove- 
reignty: you do all this; and what think you? 
Is not this highly ungrateful? What! to uſe a 
Friend fo, a Friend that came to fave you, and 
would fave you, to ſend him back wath all the At- 
fronts and Difgrace you can put upon him. Oh 
then! as you would not do this, labour to fee his 
Preciouſneſs, and accept of him, and pardoning 
Grace by him. 

Before 1 diſmiſs this Uſe I am now upon, 
| would a little expoſtulate with ſuch poor 
Sinners, into whoſe Hands this ſmall Treatiſe 
ſhall fall, who have not yet received the Lord 
Jeſus by an Act of Faith; and if they are ſerious 
about the important Concern of their precious 
douls, would put the Queſtion to them, Oe 
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ther they will have this precious Pearl, and |; 
made Rich by him, yea Rich for ever by hin 
may here tell you, as Eleazer, Abraham's Sel 
vant, told Laban, Rebe babs Brother, when he wy 
upon a matter of Courtſhip in behalf of his you 
Maſter; he, to make him the more acceptabl,n 
introduces his Story with telling, what a Greg 
Man his Maſter was; for, feys he, GO D hall 
bleſſed! my Maſter Abraham greatly, and give 
him Flocks and Herds, and Silver and Goll 
and Men-Servants and Maid-Servants, and C 
mels and Aſſes: But the Ditty of the Story 1 
in this, My Maſter Abraham hath 4 Son born if 
him in his Old Age, and to him hath; be given «ff 
rhat he hat', Gen. 24. 35, 36. (It is like Eleaza 
in thoſe earlys Days of the World, was of up 
nion, that the good Women loved to hav 
Plenty to go to). Now, as Eleazar ſaid in behal 
of Tſaac, 10, and much more, may I fay in be 
half of Jeſus; the Father hath commytted al 
Things to his Son, he is Lord of all, Acts 10. 36 
He hath the diſpoſing of all thoſe great Thing 
which pertain to Life and Godlineſs, 2 Pet, 1. 3. T1 
the Life that now is, and that which is ta come, 1 Tim, 
4. 8. Now, ſeeing Chriſt is ſo Rich a Match 
will you come to a Reſolution in this weighty 
Point, what ſay you ? ill you have him ? I wil 
ask you again, W.1! you have him ? I will give you 
time to think on't; and pray do you give me time 
to pauſe a While. e 
Well, Have you nom thought ont? For methinks 
you need not be long in Suſpence about ſuch a 
great Propoſal made to you: R:bekah ſoon fe- 
ſolved what to do, what ſay you ? 1s it a Match 
Will you fay, as ſhe ſaid? J will go, O, do you 
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ſay, as fhe ſaid, and ſay it heartily,” I will go. 
The Lord make you willing thus to ſay, 
and thus to do. And now that I have laid 
down the Excellency of Jeſus/Chriſt, this Pearl 
of great Price, in ſome ſort, though infinitely 
Mort of what is in him, methinks I ſhould hear 
ſome poor Soul ſay, Surely there is ſomething 
that has the Countenance of Truth in all this; 1 
am reſolved to enquire farther into this Great 
Matter, and ſee if I may really find him, and find 
bim ſuch an one as here repreſented, to help ſuch 
en 8 Soul : 1 will, according to the mea- 
ni ſure of Grace given me, lay down ſome Directions 
2 4 which will engage me in an uſe to that purpoſe, 
T. 35 follows. 


hay The Third Uſe is of Direction. 


be 1. Take a freſh View of him; it may be you 
| ali have ſeen ſomething in him very Lovely; but 
30 dere is room enough for another Look at him, 
ing nd the more you Look, the more you'll Love 
Jim. There is that Beauty in him, that you ne- 
im er yet ſaw. You ſee how eit is with a Jeweller, 
ch ben you that are able go to buy a Jewel of 
hey him, he takes it out and-ſhews it to you; but that's 
not all, he tells you the Luſtre and Nobleneis of 
it, a Jewel fit for the Cabinet of a King, or al 


Emperor, an admirable Rich Thing it is, a 

then he ſhews you't again, and gives it the 
Advantage of letting you ſee all the Splendor and 
dining Qualitics in it, that you may take Yother 
Look at it. Well, now you like it abundance 
better, and every renewing Look enhanſes the 


alne and Worth of it in your Eſteem, and fo 
your 
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your Purſe complys with it. Now, If it be thy, 
that pour Looking begets Liking in the ca 

above, then why not in this? Do therefore lit 
a good Chapman, take another Look at this pn. 
cious Pearl, and bid heartily for him: go up y 
the Price he is ſet at, and whatſoever he coſts, hel 
be a rich Bargain, the beſt that ever you made, a 
can make. TE” 5 | 3 I 
2. Would you have Chriſt this Pearl of gret 
Price? Then get into his Way, get into the Wal 
of his Ordinances, ' where he delights to wall 
If you would ſee the King, you muſt go vi 
Court, where the Princely Apartments are, when 
the Rayal Preſence is; ſo if you would ſee  Feſuli 
you mult wait for him in the. way of his own Or 
dinances ; the Scripture directs you the ordinarj 
way whereby Faith comes, and that is by Hear 
ing, by hearing the Word of GOD preached: 
Hereby Chriſt is propoſed, and Grace by hin; 
every Goſpel Sermon has Chriſt as Mediator i 
it; there is no right Preaching without this 
tis not preaching Politicks that will bring Mer 
to ſee Chriſt, and their need of him, and ſo u 
Salvation, but it is a Crucified Jeſus that is th 
Sum and Marrow of the Goſpel; and therefon 
the great Apoſtle Paul tells us, that he deter mina 
to know nothing, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucificd, 
1 Cor. 2. 2. And if the knowledge of Chriſt be f 
abſolutely neceſſary for your Souls, then get jatt 
the way which God has appointed for that End 
'You know when Zachcus had a mind to ſee Chril 
Jeſus, who he was, he got into his way, Luke 19.3 
4, 5+ Probably, at firſt, out of Curioſity. z It 
thought he muſt ſurely be ſome-extraordinary 
Perſon, Who was crowded by ſuch. a Preſs 0 
Peopk 
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people as flock'd to him from all Quarters, 
thefefore he ran before, and climbed up into 4 
Sycamore Tree, to fee. him, for he was to \paſs that 
Way; and what was the iſſue of it? the Bleſſed 
=o look'd up and ſaw him, Divine Goodneſs 
ad traced him all along, and now finding him 
here, Jeſus looked up and ſaw him: Ah! It was a 
Love-Look, and what follows? He calls to him, 
and bids him come down, for, ſays he, To Day 7 
muſt abide at thy Houſt, He uſes that Freedom 
with this Chieftan of the Publicans, that he 
invites himſelf to be his Gueſt; nor is it look d 
on to be any ill breeding in the bleſſed Jeſus, 
but Zacheus heartily entertains him, and thinks 
himſelf honour'd with fo noble a Gueſt, as well 
he might, for it was the beſt Day's Work that 
ever he did in all his Life? Now then, if Za- 
chens fared fo well by getting into the way of 
Chriſt, why may not you? Do you therefore get 
into bis Way, and wait for the Succeſs. 

3. If you wow'd ſee a Lovelineſs in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo as to engage your Hearts after him, 
then labour to ſee your own emptineſs. Man is 
naturally a proud Creature, and ſo long as ever 
he can make a Shift to live of bimſelf, be'! 
not ſeek after Chriſt, it muſt} be pure Straits 
that fends the Soul out of itſelf to Jeſus, the 
Mediator. You know the Prodigal never thought 
of going to his Father's Houſe, till he began to 
be in Han, Luke 15. 14, 15, 16, 17. 'He 
wou'd, be any mean Employment, yea, a Swine- 
herd, to keep him from starving, rather than 
go Home again to his Father, and ſa be behol- 


Jen to him whom he fo! voluntarily! left; ay, 


but When 


* 


he comes to be Hunger- bit, and pinch d 
in 


1 
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in good Earneſt, then he's glad to go Home, and i 
glad his Father wou'd entertain him. Truh, 
Sirs, thus it was with your Souls, you'l never g0 
to Chriſt, till you ſee your own Want and ab, 
ſolute Ne ceſſity of him, The whole: need nat te, 
Phyſician, hut they that are ſich Self ſufficiency i» i 
one of the greateſt Obſtacles that lyes in ,yout 
Way, you'll never. heartily ſeek aftey Chrilt, anl 
value him as your Saviour, till you be famiſtrd i 
out of all your own Tenements; ' therefore 
conſider your own wretchedneſs and loſt: State 
by Nature, and your own Incapacity to heip 
your ſelves, - and when you ſee this you! will 
ſeek Relief in another, and remember, it is no 
where to be had but here, in the Lord Jeſus, 
r n 2 
4. If you wou'd have Chriſt Jeſus, the Pearl i 
of Price, to be yours, you muſt ſeek earneſtly i 
for him, beg him of the Father, you have a Di-W 
rection how to ſeek, Prov. 2. 3, 4, 5. if thou 
crieſt after Knowledge, and liſteſt up thy Voice for 
Underſtanding, there muſt be earneſt and ſtrong 
Cries, not à lazy, careleſs, and indifferent Frame, 
as if you cared not whether you ſped: or no, 
but ſtrong cries, a lifting up of the Voice and Heart 
alang "with it to God: And then further, f thou 
ſerleſt her as Silver, and ſearcheſt for her at hid 
Treaſure, then ſbalt thou underſtand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the Knowledge of God: Now, you 
may eaſihy perceive how diligently you wow'd 
ſearch for Silver, and dig for hid Treafure-- If 
one ſnhou d come and tell you, that your deceas'd 
Father had hid a great deal of Treaſure in ſuch 
or ſuch a Place, and for the Confirmation of 
what he fays, he ſhews you a Note written by 
7 | your 


out Father's own Hand, whict entitles you to 

as his Son; and by ende ir” with other 
Had-Writings which you have of his by you, 
row know eit is his Hand; Now, will you not 
rich the greateſt Diligence and Expectation, 
arch for this Treaſure? I dare ſay, you'would : 
ell then, do ſo in this far greater Caſe: the Pearl 
df Price, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, lies hid in the 

omb of the Goſpel, but you have Directions 
ow to find him, the Father's Word for it, and 
s Hand for it, and will you not ſeek him, 


Ind ſearch for him? The Words, now read 


each he muſt be ſopght for as Silver, and ſearc 
or as hid Treaſure; therefore our utmoſt Con- 
ern is required herein. Vou read in Ezekiel 36. 
7. that notwithſtanding God had, in the fore- 
ding Verſes, promiſed to do very great Things 
or the Houſe of Hrael, yet, he tells us here, 
at he will yet be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, 
d theſe things for them. Now, would you 
ave this Pearl of Price, the Lord Jeſus, to be 
ours? Then go to God for him, and ask him. 
ut it may be you will ſay, you cannot Pray, and 
ou know not how to ſet about it. To which I 
again, Did you ever try? Venture at it, how 
0 you know but God may help you more than 
ou think on; if you have not tried, why ſhould 
on make ſuch Concluſions againſt Divine Good- 
eſs, as if he would not help you? You may 
emember, that David, being but a Stripling, he 
ould not bear Sauls Armour: I cannot go with 
eſe, ſays he, for I have not proved them, 1. Sam. 
). 39. But he could take his Sling and Stone, 
nd therewith he could make 2 ſhift to ſlay the 
eat Goh So you, probably you cannot draws 
3 | 8 near 


, 1469 : 
near to. od wit theſe o ree and. rely 
| beben that yon. Re Wie ear“ "ine 
bers can do; but yet make 115 
e What you can 0 een it be bah 28 
Thattering of a Crane, or of a Swaftol,”as'th 
Fropher has it, 1/a. 38. 14. God 0 Wie TA 
guagè of his own Mutz and will tega d. 
15 and ſincere Cries after the” 13rd "Jo | 
haye heard of a Perſon, who het 8 at à 1. | 
where ſeveral Chriſtians were met tog ele ; 
Nek Gcd by Prayer, one of the Contpany mak 
his Application to bim, to 170 on in the Put 
but he ſeemed Fry. unwill i. to be prevail 
with, alledging his unfitnes for fuc 5 Wor 
and to conyitce his inviting Friends theta 
he takes bis Hand and draws it to fis Brea 
and deſites him to feel if he thought he was 
firPerſon to go to Prayer in ſuch an Aſſemdi 
ell, his Friend complies with his Requeſt, a 
feels his Heart beat and knock excredipgh | 
Upon” which he makes this quick Rematk to hinl 
Th but a dumb Devil would be out, Tom, ler Wl 
„ What the Iſſne hereof was, I can give f 
perfect Account of, but I knew both the Perſon 
The ſame that he Haid, may I ſay, to ſuch an ol 
as ſays, he cannot pray: Let him try, it is a dun 
Devil, a dumb Spirit that haunts him, let him g. 
and if ſach an one could but get over the Dif 
<ilry, be would find it more caſie afterward 
Beſides, confider that Chriſt has engaged in 
Father's behalf, That he will ed ng oly Spin 
ro thoſe that ak um, Luke i: And il 
Spirit helps our Infemitits, Rom. 8. 28. We at 
it's true, very unfit of dur ſelves, bot this Sp 
Ts 80 SHE, is allo. A Por ot.” Stpplicatio 
& + & wh 


1 
14 
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ho helps our Ibrmities; G that our Sufffcicney 
& of-God, . Therefore, make not your” Excuſe; 
" ay, You cannot, it is rather to he feared; 
lat you. will. not, and the reaſon is, becauſe you 
lo not. ſee that you are poor and ncedy z you ſee 

Ghee that you have of this precious Pearl, for 


the Uſes the Father has given him, and there- 


ore. you'll not give your ſelves the Trouble of 
nquiring aſter him. It is the poor in Spirit 


. 
7 
* 


mall at are glad of. the Goſpel, and receive it: the 


Rich, the Full, have no need, they know no want 
pf a Sayionr, and therefore they'll not go to the 
Door. for him, as reckoning it not worth their 
V hile : But the needy Sinner ſeeks after him, 
and cries after him. Now, do you thus, and ſeek 
him chiefly, ſeek him earneſtly, ſeek him ſincere- 
ly, ſeek him with Reſolution; like the Canaanitifh 
Woman, the dangerous Caſe of whoſe Daughter 
reed her Importunity ; and you know how well 
eluccecded, Marth. 15, 28. Be it unto thee as thou 
pilt, and her Daughter was made mholt from that very 
J To engage your Souls after Chriſt, think 
much upon bis Love; nothing draws the Soul 
0 kindly after Chriſt, as the Conſideration of his 
Love, that Love which put him upon all his 
Generous” and Great Attempts to Reſcue Sin- 
Nis out of the Kingdom of Satan, and make 


fem his own happy Sibjets. O! It was Love 
In the Father, and 'Loye in the Son, that laid 
the Foundation of this Magnificent and Glori>es 
Building, h brings forth. the Flead Stone thereof 
mth Showing,” crying, Grace, Grace, uro it, Lech. 
4 7, The Contrivatice was of Grace, and Grate 
appears in the whole Proßieſs of this glorious 

5 8 2 Structure. 
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Structure. The ſerious. Meditation of this, mon 
aſſects the Soul, and tenders the Heart of th 

Sinner, than all the Threats of the Law, tha 
all the Rebykes. of an awakened Conſcieng 
than all the Terrours of Hell: theſe may.aftrigh 

and terrify him, but Love draws him, ani 
melts him into a Return of Love to God, who! 5 
* John 4. 19. If a Tray tor or Mag 
factor be purſued with; an Hue-and-Cry, he Skull 
and hides. himſelf, like Adam, among the Thick 
ets, but when a Proclamation is iſſued out, to 1 
"him know be is. pardoned, then he comes in 
o, in this caſe, the Thunders of the Law, an 
the Terrers of Hell, terrify the guilty Sinne 
and he ſeeks. for any Hole to hide bim in, f 
eſcape, Wrath and Judgment, if it were poſlibk 

O! but when he hears of Grace and Mercy, the 
Pardon of Sin in a Mediator, and the Spirit. gl 
God fets theſe Things home upon his Soul, the 
he comes in, and ſubmits tothe Methods of go 
rious Love and Grace : And therefore think nu 
5 the Love of Chriſt, to engage your Souls aftg 

Aim. E * ae aan . 

©, Laftly- If yon would have this Pearl of great 

Price, you mnſt part with all for him: you cats 
not keep your Sins, and come to Chriſt, neither 

can- you hajve it with bim, to make a Partner. 
thip of it betwixt. Chriſt's Righteonſneſs an 
yours, .hut,you muſt give up even your. o.]ð Du 

ties, and all. you-are apt to valye your ſelyes: by 
in point of Juſtification ; it is expreſſed in th 

Text by che Alerg n-ten ſelling , all _thar be had, 

zad it . called (though improperhy) a buying 9 

this Pearl, Not as. if we conld pay any Valuable 

Prige fox Chriſt, dir in  canlonagey of Para 

0A an 


SIA Ah Qin e .« uu 5 


1. 
2 N 


WW... 


61490 
and agreeableneſs of Language to that other we 


Vave, - of fellinx al char he had : Which may teach 


1s; That Sinners over-valuing themſelves on aerount 
of their preſent Havings, either of Things external o 


"vternal, fands in the way of their recciuing Christ 


- 45 22: | | 

Ir is the hungry Soul that is filled with gaod Things, 
lar the Rich are ſent empty away, Luke 1. 51. Faith 
is that Grace which empties the Soul of Self, of 
every Thing that may rival with Chriſt, and 
carries it to him alone, and thereby gives him 
the ſole Honour as our Redeemer. Now, where- 
as in the -Parable it is called a bing, it ſeems 
as if ſome valuable Price was paid for this 
Pearl, by him that 'bought it; therefore, for 
the better underſtanding of that Phraſe, we may 
do well to compare this Text with /. 51. 1. 
where he that hath no Money is invited to come, 
and to bny, rome and buy. One would think, this 
might lie as an Objection which poor and money- 
leſs Perſons might take up. How cafy were it 
tor ſuch an one to ſay, Iis true, I am invited to 
come, but it is to come and buy; and alaſs! 1 have 
u Money wherewith to buy, and therefore I 
may as well keep from the Market: But if we 
mind the following Words, they take off this 
ObjeQtion, Let him come, and buy Wine, au Ait, 
vithour | Money, and without Price. Oh! What gra- 
deus free Terms are theſe] to come and buy 
wthout Mone, and without Price: THis is all 
Chrift infiſts on, To receive him by an Act of 
Faith, and therefore it is fo called, Jam 1,12. To 
& many as rer cived him, he gave Power to become the 
Sons of God, even ro tbem that believe on his Name, 
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Now, that which T could farther ly under thy 
Head, 38, th that in getting this Pearl de muſt? rt 
Wich all for bim, nbt 6nly our Sins, but our Self. 
ightedufneſs, all our Idols, of What. by: it 
Peter, every thing that we have doated © Ny, 
are t to ay to them all, as Jſaiab 30. 22, Get "ou 
"þbbice * thete muſt be an holy Indipnation. in dir 
Tlearts againſt Sin, and all Sin, and eyery 1461 
that. we have doated on, our 1dals of Silver, avid . 
Al of Gold, muſt all be done away, the Day off 
The Lord is 2gainſt them, and he will utterly abo 
Nip” when he himſelf mies alone fo be exalted, Ia, 
18. The Things that we have paid a Rye. | 
r to, and brought into the Worſmip of 
God, our Duties and Performances, all the Be. 
liever's flouriſhing Parts, his ſilver Abilities,” and 
golden Acquirements, they are all as Idols in [this 
reſpect, and muſt be "parted with in reſpect ot 
Dependance on them. My Brethren, God wil 
"have us to rely wholly on CHRIST JESUS: 
Righteous Self is the laſt thing that the Sal? 10 
with in its cloſure with Chriſt; 2nd inde 
Labor, hoc opus eſt," here lies che great Work, th 
hard Work, to renounce our on Duties and 
Perforntatices, this is tough Work ;4yca * 
do renounce our Faith and Repentance in 
f Juſtification, which alſo muſt be done; Gi 
Whatever ſtrikes at the Honour of Chriſt as Me 
ator,” muſt be renounced, but our RelianeM: 
n Faith and Repentance for Juſtification. 
ſtrikes at the Honour of Chriſt, as Mediator, 
aid therefore muſt be rendunced in. tha 
Al. 8 are only Works wrought i 
8 Spirit of God, <hings done. in ug 
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en e mg us by Chriſt, Acts 5. 31. To gin 


Repens 
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entance- 10 Irael, and Remiſſon ef 
N. 2. 8. By Grace ye. are Javed through Faith, . 


of inge, And 


a nat of ; your. faber. it it the Gift. of 1G 
bd, haw. vnrea ſonable then is it, co! en the 
Honour of Chriſt as Mediator, by his own Gifts ? 
Adpre the Grace of G04 for bo Gifts of Faith 
* ind, Repentance z but yet boys a carg you leſſen 
not the Honour of Chriſt by, bis, own. Gifts. 
ou may have a Heart er and affected with 
the Love of God, and with the gracious and no- 
dle Attempts Chriſt Jeſps, the Captain of your 
Salvation has made on your behalf, whereby he 


bas wrought out eternal Salvatio 10 for ee but 


Pray, how came you by that Tenderne 


vou not born like other Men ? Children of "Wrath 


as well as others? With as much Enmity in your 
Minds againſt. God, and Stubborgneſs of Will 
apainſt the Methods of your Salvation, as others? 
And therefore adore Divine Goodneſs that has 
ſoftened your hard Hearts, and made. your Souls 
Willing by W of his Power; but do not de- 
tract 1 770 from Chriſt the Redeemer, by the 
ifts he bas given you. This is a thing the 
ather will not bear, be will not ſuffer. it, that 
the Gifts he has given you, ſhould interfere with 
the Honour of Chiſt the Mediator. If he have 
gfven you Gifts and Parts, it is to impigve them 
for his Honour and the Church's Uſe, but not 2 
the Diſhononr of his Son; and he often bla 
thoſe” Gifts and thoſe Parts that are thus abuſed. 
Lou know, ( you that live in the Country. eſpe- 


cially, where generally Children wear their own - 


Hair) that it is the cuſtome of Patents. to cut 
their Cbildrens Hair that bangs in their Eyes, 
ſo Thar” they cannot ſee their W ARG dhe 

ome 
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cuſtome is not criminal, but laudable and, ic; 
ceſſary: So God, when his Childrens Part 
natutal or acquired, hang in their Light, that 
they eannot fee the Preciouſneſs of Chriſt as they 
ſnould do, he commonly cuts them, blaſts them: 
And indeed it is a Mercy for them thus to be 
dealt with, that they may know where their true 
Spring is, that On may ſee the Excellency of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the need they have of him, for 

all the great Uſes the Father has given him, and 
make after him, and value him as their only 
Refuge and Stay in their Diſtreſs, and ſo be- 
come willing to felt all to purchaſe bim, as the 
Pearl of great Price. Thus 1 have done with tle 
% +, Co 


ur Fourth Uſe is of Examination. 


If it be ſo, That Jeſus Chriſt is, and he alone 14, 
the Pearl of great Price, and that ſuch an Excel- 
lency is in him, and ſuch an abſolute Neceſſity of 

him for all the great Ends the Father has given 
him, as has been ſhewn, then this may be of uſe 
to us, to examine our ſelves, whether or no we 
have received this Pearl of great Price; and for 
this I ſhall lay down ſome Characters whereby we 
may, upon a due and ſerious Enquiry, know how 
it is with us in this great Matter, 
t. They who have this Pearl, will be often 
ing of him to others, they will be telling of 
his Beauty and Excellency. You know how it is 
among Men, what is a Man's own, he will be-ot- 
ten telling of, his own Flocks, and his own Herds, 
his own Trade and Buſineſs, and his Title there- 
ur does all this: So it is with 2 true n. 
w 44 ns , e 


C159"), 


zoken of, and commended; ſuch an one wilt ' 
m: romote the Intereſt of Chriſt as much as he 
be an, he will get him ali the Friends he is able, 
rue b the Pfalmiff David, Pſal. 34. 8. O ite a 
of i; e the Land is good, bleſſed is the; Man that © 
tor Neth im him. Now, let ns enquire how it is 
and Nich our Souls, Can we give Chriſt our good 
nord? Can we, and do we, recommend him 
be- Neartily and ſincerely to others ?-If ſoy it is an 
the Wroument, he is our Beloved; the Spouſe did 
tle us by him, Cant. 5. Sde ſets him off with all 


e greatneſs and lovelineſs that ſhe is able, and 
it were makes her boaſt of him, and her 
tereſt in him, This it my Beloved, ' and this is 
y Friend; O Daughters of Jeruſalem. 


ih 2: They who have this Pearl, will be often 
cel. Winking of him in themſelves. He is their 
of Wreaſure, and ſo their Hearts are with him, as 
yen hriſt teaches, Ma. 6. 21. Where your Treaſure 
uſe . there will your Hearts be alſc. Where-eyer we 
we Wace our Treaſure, there will our Hearts be, 


eaſure or Honor to be out Treaſure, there 


wally rambling after them, how to get them, 
dw to keep them, how to- increaſe them; © our” 


an, N defr'd of the Lord, that will 1 ſeek after. 
he „ . You 
AY 
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e loves to ſpeak of Chriſt; and'to'hrat-othery 
peu ot Chriſt to him; he delights to be in 
en Company where the bleſſed ſemws is wet 


we reckon the World our Treaſure, Riches, © 
in our Hearts be, our Thoughts will be con- 


opes and Fears will be continually concern d 
out dem; ſo is it in this Caſe; if Chriſt, this 
arl'of Price, be ours, we will be often think- 
g of him, aud think our ſelves beſt in his Com- 
my, thus David, Pfal. 27. 4 One thing have 


9 


= 
Beko... OE 2 


— —— wä—— —— — — — — — — — — — — 


You will ſure long to hear what, this one Thi 
was, that he did thus deſire; and: you. may eaſy 
think before you can come at it, that it 8 
ſbme extraordinary Thing, and ſo it is, if is tha 

which includes every, good Thing elſe in it 
for thus it follows, T hat I m dwell in che Fla 
of the Tord all the Days of my Life, ta: behold. th 
Beauty of tbe Lord, and to enquire in bs Tempi 
and again, Pſal. 84. 10. A Day in thy Courts, x 
better than a Thouſand ; I had rather be 4 Din 
Keeper inthe Houſe of my God, than to dwell in i 
Fents of Wiokeaneſs. His Delight Was to 
with God, ſo it is ſtill; the Believer, whoſe Chril 
is,” he loves to be with him, tis he that has 
Heart, and he is thoughtful to have a further an 
faller View of him; Believer would not on 
have Chriſt to dwell in him, but to dwell in hi 
richly, not only tõ have Grace, but to have 
abound in him, 2 Pee. 1. 8. For the new Cre: 
ture is, a very covetous Thing, it never thin] 
it has enough of Chriſt, but is ſtill for havin 
more, and more Grace; this is natural to it, a 
this is a covetouſneſs that is allowable and con 
mendable. Vou would not have your Children ii 
be juſt alive, and that's all, hut you wonld half 
em to be lively, thriving and growing; this 
the Property of Grace, the Chriſtian deſires 1 
only to have Grace, but ta have abundance. 

Grace, not fo much only as will denominate hit 
to be a Believer, a' Perſon alive in Chriſt, au 
.* D&O More; not only ſo much as will keep him ou 
of Hell, and ſet him fafe on the other Side 

"Jada, but be would have the Graces of th 
- Spirit ot Cod te dwell in him richly, Mherel 
be may the more honour the Grace of Gad t 
eo 8 * N Ward 
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ards/ him, and be capable of doing him more 
Service hiles here in this lower World, and it 
vives jul Cauſe of Suſpicion, that that Man has 
true Grace, who can be content with juſt 4 
uch ag, will keep, him out of Hell: Now, 
me will; deal Honeſty and impartially with, our 
elves, in this Caſe we may come to a tolera 
atis faction in this great Inquiry. Cannot youit 
What it is that your Thoughts muſt run aftery? 
hat is moſt with you when you he down, when 
ou awake? You that are young Men and 
Vomen, and have your Affections ſtrong, now 
n the Flower of your Age, think of it I pr 


- 


eſus; now, while you are lively; and ſtrong, 
not; give the prime of your Years to Sin and 
Vanity, to the Devil, and the Pleaſures of the 
Vorld, now when Chriſt. calls you; ſee and 
nquire how Matters ſtand betwixt him and 
ou, and if you find Things wrong with you, 
make no delay in the Concern of your precious 
duls; a great deal might be ſaid. on this Sub- 
ea, but 1 leave your ſelves to enlarge thereon, 
Wand do not forget to be ſerious in your enquiry 
into your own State, you will eaſily remember 
chis one Character [ am now on. concluding, 
that if Chriſt be yours, you will be often in his 
Company, you will delight in him, your Hearts. 
will be with him as your chief Joy. 
3. The Soul that has Chriſt, will be very un- 
Weaſy under a Sence of his Withdrawment, If he 
de his Fare, ſuch an one is traubled, Pſal. 30. 7. 


his Father, but will _ to him, and. cling 
about kim; ſo the * „ſhe could not bear 
f 5 91 1 4 2 | 1 — 


mig ou, noy is our fitteſt time to ſeek after C aſt | 
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An ingenious Child cannot bear the Frowns of 


the 
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s) hs 
the Abſence of her- Beloved, he had hid hi 
Fate ſiom her, and ſhe is ſo impatient abou 
bim, as if- he had quite lo him. A Lady thy 
Has a precious: Pearl, may ſome time be ſo con 
. cer'd” about it, as if ſhe” had quite loſt it; 
may be ſhe has miſlay d it, or may have it 
. yet not know it; and therefore,” as gred 

quiry is made-for it, 28 if it were quite Jol 
0 > may be here, the Soul is under Apprehe 
fon of Chriſt's Withdrawment, cannot have Re 
. courſe to him as at ſome other Times, ang 
. Therefore the poor Chriſtian is ready to cul 
klage he is quite gone, and is in great P 

and Fears about him, yet all the while he 10 | 
150 hid himſelf, has withdrawn himſelf fol 

N « weighty Reaſons, but he has left in the Solf 
an enquiring Principle after him, Which wil 
never be farisfy'd with all the World, wirhog 
him; and ths 5a good Character of the Sol 
Title to him. | 
4. [f you have Chriſt gelbe, this Peart L 3 
Price, to be yours, you will be making and kee 
ing your Cabinets clean for his Reception ai 
Entertainment, They who have Pearls do n 
throw them among their Lumber, but they g 
2 Cabinet for them, and keepꝰem aufe, and cles 
from any Thing that may ſulley them: Non 
+ ſhould we do, and fo we will do, if; 
have this Pearl of Price, we will take Care! 
keep the Cabinet of our Hearts clean for hi 
Rereption and Entertainment; the Pſalmiſt Da 

after he had given his Commendation of cles 
Hands, and a pure Heart, he directs ſuch a Soi 
as has Theſe, to open the Door of its Heart | 
God, with this Egcouragement, The King i 

Gl 


ev a of 
4 44 « 
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ere 
Gloty pin konte in; Pfal. 23. 4. Thereby intima- 
ting to us, how much the Lord is delighted in a 
pure and ſincere Heart, and in clean lands, in 
un orderly Conyerfition. The fame Pſalſiſt 
makes it his great Errand to God, to beg of him 
lean Heart, and renem in him à rig hi Spirit, Plul. 
$9516. and indeed this is the Deſirè of every gra- 
gious* Soul, he knows it is diſhongurable to the 
bleſſech jeſus, to be careleſs in entertainin "rg 


If you have a Friend to come to your Houſe,” th 
Day you expect him, you will be ſure to have you 
Rooms clean to entertain him, and lay on clean 
Linen for him to Lodge in, eſpecially if he be 
ſuch a Friend as has done you as many g 
Turns as your Lives come to, and one on whom 
vou have a continual Dependence for furthen 
Favours, for ſuch an one you will be very much 
concern d, to make him Entertainment ſuitable 
to your Reſpect for him, that he may not be | 
only Welcome to you, hut alſo think bimſelf 
ſo; juſt ſuch a Friend have you of Jeſus Chriſt, 
he has done you all the Kindneſs that you can 
Deſire, more then ever you could Look for, and 
will you not then prepare a ſuitable Place for 
his Reception and Entertainment? If you have a 
good Title to him, you will do ſo, you cannot 
but do ſo, and if at any time you come ſhott of, 
yoir Duty herein, it will be the Grief of your 
Souls that you did fo. en 
Laſtiy, If you have Chriſt, this Pearl of great 
price, your ſenſible Bnjoyment of him will be 
very pleaſing and delightful to your Souls; you | 
may ſometimes by your own Provocation, put 1 
him upon withdrawing from you, and be at a 14 
Loſs for his former Viſits, but When- ever 85 4 
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. 
aud bim again, you will, with the Spouſe, Re. 
joyce in his Preſence, and ſo we find her com- 
mending him as one overmatch'd with Matter 
in the firſt and ſecond Chapters of the Book of 
Canticles, ſhe was full of joy, and her Beloved 
was the Subject thereof: Now, if you be like 
bes, and have a Title to him as ſhe had, you 
will make him the Matter of your joy, and inf 
ſame good Meaſure take the good Councel the 
| 25 gives, which he preſſes again and again, 
Phil. 4. 4 Rejoyce in the Lord alway, and again, 
Tay, Rejoyce. I have heard of à rich Miſer, 
Who having hoarded up ſeveral Bags of Money, | 
he would often, bring them out of his Cheſt, 
and lay them upon the Table, and take ſeveral 
grave Turns in the Room, now and then caſt- 
ing a Squint-Eye upon his Money-Bags; ati 
Er he would come to them, all in haſte, and 
veg them in his Arms, ſaying, You are all mine 
you are all mine: Thus may the Believers ſay, andi 
with the Spouſe, My Beloved. is mine, and I an 
bis, Cant. 2. 16. tic can, at Times, get up hi 
Soul to this Pitch, he cannot always. do thi 
but often Sin tuggs him down, but yet he Re 
covers it again, and then how does ho joy ii 
_ Chriſt his Saviour? 1 might alſo add, that h 
Who has this Pearl of Price, will love all tha 
Jove him, and that ſpeak honourably of him, ang 
walk ſuitably to their Obligation to him, but 
Jorbear, hoping what is {aid on this Account 
may be ſufficient. 1 
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i be 6. Thar Jeſus Chrif is, n be 4 


wed IL 
the Pearl of great Price, then this is matter 
ce nd Confolation 10 alf them, who Bes 
in chis precious Pearl, whet her they be Rich or 
the ! Foor in this World, they are the only T 
ain, Men and Women in it, for whatever they have 
ain, Hof theſe Things, they have them in a Covenants 
fer way, and as contain'd in it; ſo Paul tells che 
oorlathians, 1 Cor 3. 21, 22. All are yours, whethes 
neſt Wl er Apollo, or Cephas, or rhe "World, - or Tf 


or Death, or Things preſent,” or Things to came, 
lays it again, «lt are yours. Be it what it will 
you have, little or much, it 5s yours; and this in 
4+ Covenant way, and fo bleſitd to you; but 
wicked Men have their Riches without a. Ble 
ing, many times with a Curſe: See to this pur- 
poſe 1 Word, 
und à Curſe ou, and I will curſe your Bl | 
ea Plated fed rhows. tread 5 2 ws — 
hem to Heart. Wicked IN orkdiihgs.« however 
Whriving- in the World, may tremble to read 
ud think of theſe Words. God may give them 
Conffaence of theſe Things, büt this is allube 
ortion they are like to have, withont true Res 
pentance, and they have great need cf this, aud 


he Text newly cited, for thy many times g. 

heir Wealth by cavitdes Nen fone by On 
reflion and Extortion\- by- ſqueezing their pod 
adigent Neighbours, whoſe prefling-Penury urs 
es them to have recourſe to them for a ſmall 
Hance, to get them and their poor Childven/ 
Dn! SY Bread 
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olay it to Heart, Which thing Cod calls for iu 
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Bread to keep them from Starving ; and the 
Wretehes can make uſe of their Neceſſity, and 
do that of which the Prophet Amos accuſed op. 
pr Iſrael, Chap. 2. 8. Tha they, haid; them. 
ſelust upon Cloaths laid to Pledge. Which, Tig 
on the place, thinks to be meant of Table, Car. 
pets, or Bed-Coverlets, which are now with othet 
Cloaths; frequently. laid to Pledge by the Needy, 
to thoſe Cormorants,. who while they pretend 
doing a Courteſie to the Poor, will not ſypply 
their * ching Neceſſities, without ſuch Security, 
they can give no other, extorting from 
them after the Rate of Fifty per Cent, (as I am 
informed) thus carrying on their curſed Trade of 
Extortion, to the Ruin of their periſhing Neigh: 
bours, among whom they live as Pikes among 
oy 1 Frie of Fiſhes, or Wolyes among 
ern 4 } | 
Int 1 ſhall leave this woful Subject, and ad- 
dess my ſelf again to the Honeſt Chriſtian, 
for whom God has provided a better and more 
comfortable: Way of Living, and therefore ſhall 
procred to tell him, That he has the greateſt 
cauſe of any, to be chearful ; for, having this 
Pearl; the bas with him the pardon of Sin, and, 
auf Lord Jeſus told the Man ſick of the 
Palke; on this account, cauſe to be Chearful ; 
Mark. 9. 2. Son, be of good chear, thy Sins arc 
forgives thee, | This is the true ground of Re- 
joycing; fo. that the Chriſtian, as well as 
the rich, has his cauſe of Joy. He need not 
Hum-Drum, in a melaticholy Humour, in the 
Dumps, becauſe he is hard put to it -in_thel 
ald, but to remember "himſelf juſtified in the 
ut of Heaven, (for Poyerty is no . A: 
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bare in the Eyes of all the Nations, as it follows, 
Goch hath done ſomewhat: like this in dur Day, 
and it is to be hoped; he will compleat the Work 
he has begun, for he does not uſe to leave it 
in the Halves. We may now fay with tte 
Chureh, Pſalm 116. 3. The Lord hath dene g ren 
things for us, whereof we are glad: Such things at 
were ſo ſurprizing, that we could ſcarce beheve 
them true, but were even lilo them that Dream, V. t. 
Phat the Mercy came ſo unlooked-for, with 
ſuch a ſudden, ſilent and unexpected Aurch, 
made it the more amazing upon its Arriva. 
And as God did then ſo eminently and ſeaſon- 
ably come in with. Relief for theſe diſt teſſed 
lands of Brirain and Ireland, when the Spirits of 
his people were ſinking, their Faith low, their 
Ftars high, when wicked deſigniog' Men were 
carrying on their Intrigues with our common 
Enemy, to throw down all our Fences, and give 
up every thing that was dear to us, tho“ the) 
buried themſelves and their Poſterity in the Ruins, 
and were to entail Popery and Slavery on the 
Land of our Nativity for ever, a thing to be 
ahbhorr'd by all true Lovers of their Country, 
and will ſtand as a laſſ ing Monument upon the 
in famous Memo y of ſuch as were concerned in 
that helliſn Contrivance, in the Annuls of future 
Hiſtory; ſay, when God did theſe great things 
fox us, to ſive us ſo ſeaſonably, and ſo eminent lh, 
we may well adore his Goodneſs, and” truſt him 
| for what is yet behind. 1 ws RL 1.0050 2 VE - Of 
Aa the Mean while, all good Men have cauſe 
te liſt up their Voice and ſing," for the Maj - or 
Lord, according to I aua Chap. 24-1 49when'God 
appears in his Glory, and puts on Majeſty Hike a 
vt "4 73 mighty 
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mighty Fotentate, to reſcue his People from the 
aus of the Deſtroyer, then ſhall they rejoyce 
hen he prophane Mirth of the Land is gone, and 
Men ſhall non drink Wine with a Song; they ſhall 
nat then xoar and rattle in the Taverns: and Ale- 
. is now too common, but ſhall be re- 
ſtrained by wholeſome Laws, not to call them 
mholeſome Severities, and ſtrong Drink ſhall be bitter 
ti them that drink it, as in the foregoing Verſes 
of the ſame Chapter, probably becauſe of the Ex- 
excution of thoſe good Laws that are now in 
Force againſt ſuch Immorality, though too caſily 
palſed over by many, whoſe Duty, Office, and 
latereſt it 1s to ſee that good Laws be not a dead 
Letter, or a Spider's Web; but when ſuch a happy 
Time ſhall commence, it will, no doubt, be a 
ſort of Torment to profligate Sinners, and they 
now look on it as the greateſt Miſchief that 
gan befall them, and which the Devil foreſeeing 
will endanger his Kingdom here, he therefore 
muſters up the Train'd-Bands of Hell in ſo many 
places of the Nation, to prevent it, tho* under. 

ſpecious Pretence of Preſerving the Chureb; as 
once, Sau would have excuſed his Diſobedience 
in ſparing the bent of the Cattle of the Amale- 
ues, wich ſhould have been utterly deſtroyed, under 
1 Sam. 
„Thus, in our preſent caſe, it is to be ob- 
ſervd, that they make moſt Noiſe for the Church, 
ho have no - Concern for Religion, or any 
Ring that looks like true Piety; for, let the 
pe, the Turk, or the Devil, come and ſet up 
yp Jort. of Religion; which will but indulge 
gem in ene and that Religion is for- 
An aud herein not much unlike What Trap (on 
, U 2 f * the 
N 
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the minor Prophets, Page 433.) mentions of the 
Men of PT 15 Ar pleaſed with their 
© new Rood, quartelld with the 4 7 2nd re. 
fuſed to pay him; he complain d to the e, 
of Dorcaſter, who gave them this Counſel, [Pay 
the poor Man his Money, and go your Way Hunt, 
and lock on it, and if it will not ſerve for 4 God, 
male no more a-do, but clap a Pair of Horns ar his 
Head, and fo he will make an excellent Deuil. And 
ſo they took his Worſhip's Advice, and paid the 
Men his Money very contentedly. Thus it is 
with. theſe poor irreligious Creatures, any fort 
of Religion that will allow them to Sin with⸗ 
ont Controul, will pleaſe them well enough, 2 
Wooden God, or a Brazen God, or what the 
Wooden Highflying Prieſt (who is both a Scandal 
and Grief to his. ſober Brethren of the Clergy, 
and to private Chriſtians of the ſame Commiu- 
nion, by his groſs Enormities) ſhall ap int; 
them: But that Which dreads them, is efors 
Nation, a thing far more frightful ro them, than 
7 Slavery, diahometiſm, or the Devil him. 
I. , 
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And Wii 1 am on this Subject, tho' it be a 
Digrellion from what T intended, 1 hope the 
75 Reader will pardon me, if 1 tay, That the 
te remarkable and ſurprizing Providence of 

God, in ret Matters hitherto in favour of 
the . Civil, and Religious Rights of aſl good 
Chriſtians in theſe Iilands, whether Conſefiters 
or Diſſenters, (for there js no difference in thei 
Keie View Intereſts) by giving them a Proteſtant 
King vpon the Throne, who appears with Con- 
Aut and Reſolution to ſtem the wicked Eftbrts 
zh4ravenous Wolves, who were gaping to mw 
5 them 
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012} bid fair for a 


ſhall be utterly burt with Fire, for 
God who 
kt the now Popiſh Princes, who haye been Jon 
deluded by her, ſee how ſhe. has, abuſed them, and 
made them Stepping: Stones to hex own Grandeur, 
and that their beſt Intereſt is, to fall in with the 
Intereſt of Chriſt and Religion. 1 heſe Things 
will ename, and may be nearer than we Thank % 
We-gge well worth Waiting for. 
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hech at one, Marſel, and gives great Encon 
Dee Re i , 840 Rage, 
make f giriqus and ſacceEful Stand. againſt The 


ammafl. e our Holy Religion, and thar 

his, with the Ble ing of God I 15 5 its hearty _ : 

Endes ours Hor the Good. of the Proteſtant Cafe, 
Commencement t of thoſe ons | 


imos dt, the Goſpel, ſo fully =; and ſo fre- 


gently prayed. for, when God according to 
Rev: 17446, Put it into the Hearts of- the Ten wi 
to. hate the Where, and to make der deſolate ud 
aid to eat aud bara | ber” with Fire; W 5 
Vhore is Cera to be that great Cty which. 


| Reigneth aver. the Kings of ti toe Earth 1 53 18. N15 


ut the Romi 


can be applied to no other 


MWHicrarchy, Who has tyranniz d ſo my: over the. 


Popiſh Potentates, and made them her Vaſfals 

by her Fnchantments. Now when ſhe is 93 
a" al, and thinks to carry all before her in b 
wicked Attempts, you, that can pray, pray, and'to 
your Prayers joyn Faith and Expectation ;-for its. 
Things written againſt her, ſhall come to paſs; 
and agrecable to Rev. 18. 7, 8. When ſhe ſhall Jo 
F fit. a Qreen, &e. then ſhall her Plagues come in 
oye Day, Death, and Mourning, and Famine, and ſhe 
or ſtrong. 3 is the Lord 
judgeth hen; who will, in his good ng 
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ing tak 


„We. may, with, the 


barki 5 that Slug, 
the che Winds 


Ends of the Earth, And theſe things 
Honour on Chriſt, o whonr thi 
the, Wheels is committed, Brig. 
greater Allurance 
them, and ex pect them; for to beſtirs, 


and Waves, is not 


28 re: 
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where * 


both Pilot and Commander, but alſo'is 9 
Ty 


concerned in his own. ae 8 
Bot n 
d we may. comfortably bo 
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are Abundance of full Texts to ths. purpo ey 
which offer themſelves as Voluntiers Le! a 
J ſhall name but a few of them, 


Seryi 
Ja. 


14. 


Pep: the iſt to the ath, ſhews ti 
he Church in the- laſt Days 
, Ver. 22. the Downfal of ſome norable Enemy 
ech referr'd to a Grand Neighbouring Tyranc'®.” 
e sd. throughout, promiſes the Glrious 


ufations God's Providence. 


wn 


dne 
de hs 
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at a Commencement; of thoſe e 
imes, ſo frequently promiſed in the Pro- 
phets to be fulfilled in the laſt Days. 1 


. 37 4. 1ſa. 35. throughout; a 


Eten 
e Glory of” 


s; and from thence” 


Church, which ſome have of late thought” 


ſtate of the Jemt and Gentiles united in one 
Amon Cauſe of Chriſt, who . ſhall, de their 


rd. And King; 


So allo, Dar. 2.44. 


* The Perſot: heredy Fünbaded. 22 en —— the en 


mpreſhon hereof; in the Year 1 8. taken off; 50d alt. 
of the he had long eoncetted,; ft the ee 
Wile ands in 1 and Contuſton, thereby ; 


ken. 
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(169) 
who wiſh well to their Native Country, and 
5 the Service of God in it, that God ſhould, 
after doing all this for him, give him 
6 the Wilt of his Enemies, but that he # 
| ake Him a farther and glorious Inſt rument in 
is Hand to comfort the poor drooping Prote- 
ants abroad, who have long bore the burden 
ind heat of the Day, and relieve then from ther 
+ Prefſores which they ſtil] lie under from an 
mplacable Tyrant, the Captain General of che 
Armies of Hell and Rome. 
The Reader may Note, that ſince the firſt 
Edition of this Treatiſe the good Providence of 
God has removed that Enemy of his Church out 
the Way, and the preſent extraordinary Mo- 
jon that is in that great Neighbouring 2 


which now ſo muc ch perplxs the Court of Rome, 
bility be govern'd by the 


with 
viſe Providence 55 God, ſo as to iſſue in a happy 
deformation from the Idolatry which has ſo lon 

tevailed in that Part of the en Jure, 
_ _ let every good Chriſtian of loves the 
of 40, and prays for the Peace of 


fem with Hearta Hand ſay, Amen, and 


25 to retum; 1 ſhall cloſe all with ſome fur- 
x Matter of Conſolation to the Chriſtian, 
nder whatever Circumſtances he be. I Kno. 
e something to this already; but you 
e When 4 Perfof: is weak and feeble, he has 
= ed to take oft a Cordial Dram, or a Sip of 
comſorting Syrup that may refreſh him 

1 * dis fainting Fits; fo, 1 hope, it will not be 
ift ag2in offer ſothewhar! to relieve. the 
en er Chriſtian in his Diſtreſs, and therefore 1 
"wit bh have fuch a precious scul to tnpk bat 
1 be, not ien ent 


Rwy 
State, as to make him; forget What he nah 
Thou art now an Heir, intiiled to a Kingdog 
auch. as the greateſt Monateh oh Barth, canng 
thew the like, for Glory, for Content, for ng 
neſs of Courtizrs, for Duration, and every Thit 
glſe that may make it great; and therefore: be 
up againſt the Contempt that naw /atigngs the 
The Believer has juſf Cauſe of Comfort in 
Conditions; he bas this precious. Pearl ef Puig 
and: therefore he may rejoy ce in Chriſt his chi 
Joy, I would ſay to ſuch, eſpecially to ſuch 
are deſpiſed; and; contemned, begauſ of "ti 
_ *meanneſs-of their Station in the-Wopld;zagam 
Wathza Loot gratis of Spirit  ſuitable4 
Four State. God has an honourable , Eſtemm 
Ton, and your Title. to Chriſt and the Kin 
dom ſpeaks Jou out to be honourable Ferſon 
therefore carry as ſuch, you are Abrahams Ghi 
dren; and Heirs according ta the Promife, Gai 
29. and may by an Act of Faith look over t 
the Heads ofall- ſuch who are grubling in. t. 
World, and ſcramble for the Toys thereof, lil 
Boys for Cherry Stones, Vou may be Poor at 
contemptible-in the Eyes af worldly Men, b 
yet, bear up your Heads cheartully againſt allth 
Aſfrunts and Scorn you meet with from then 
they little . think what you ſhal he, but do yd 
Value your ſelves according: to your Quality; k 
them ſee that God has ſet-you; above their Q 
Jumny, and has furniſh'd you with that.Chriſti; 
Courage and Bravery of Spirit, that will not 
run down by their narrow Sentiments ↄf a Þleſ 
Futurity, and that you can deſpiſe their Indign 
ties, and trample on them with an holy; but y 
an humble Scorn. This has been ſometimess 1 
remarkable, as to leave a powerſul Convittion 
the Co- enges of wicked Meg, of:the Truth « 
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that Religion which they have hated; and they 
dave been confounded at the ſober Reſolution, 
and undaunted Majeſty” that ſhone in the Facts 
of them” that fear'd the Lord, and have ſuffer d 
Death for his Cauſe and Goſpel; and you have 
the {ame Encouragements as they; ly yu. 
gainſt the Contempt of a frowning World, a 
retfien” it upon them, tho' in ſofter Language, 
and from a better Principle. Ni de 1 
You, my Brethren, are now the Sons of God, 
and bye it doth not yet appear what you ſhall 
be, yet do not walk diſconſolately, for you are 
Heirs to a Kingdom; and 1 you are like 
Heirs at Non Age, yet your Tg good, and 
the Inheritance Tore, ſo that you may Reckon up- 
on it, and value your ſelves accordingly. This 
may Comfort you in all your Straits and Diſap- 
poinkments in this World, that having gotten 
this Pearl of Price, the Lord Jeſus, he will make 
w all your Wants, and will bring you ſaſe to 
the Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for you, 
here you ſhall be ever with the Lord. 


Nom unto the King, eternal, immortal, inviſbls, 
Je only wiſe God, be Honour and Glory for ever 
ma ever. Amen. | ? 
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